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Pref ace

Curious Bedfell ows

Threealkonar esteimi ed UK ascciheonbtaiaskiy,t lwe oBat t | e
Hat cher st Bonltoonegi asy Gd tbaaiglc.i nMythH e nCiwi itlh War d
back 1T®6dms | dalmotahde cead teinwniladheadvwe |t a si zabl e

on the waradandhehpiienagpst eodf t he maj eevbant!| ef
occaslihaumsshavemnd&es al | knowl edge of the Civil

Istumbl| ¢ dheuplan cher 6s Run battle during th
the ti me, | knew |l ittle about the event. | s
kindly. Thanks to the internet, many @enior
substanti al Hat cher 6s Run database. From 202
| ectur es,atl thhaev efr dorieesfinman ta wiam eness about the
task fell to someone tlhiekevments hawls blrecw mee g |10g
achi evwanepndtast i ng t he Hatcher 6s Run Wi kipedi a
curious minds. P rdeevriibswesrlyp d g anH et ce$di tien fwarsmaa i or
sighhef braea g !l eecbtsorkelphriessent s t he most compreher
battle to date

Gover naVvialei dintdy

When readHng tamyn moccount, one should al w:
this text? Why did the author reach that con
both natural and social csonerpécesanbsdat als, I
reliability, and robustnes®viMdMwenamei amppedn <
my social science research, Il routinely anal
documents employing Qualmdtaho del Rgeyw,e aarcch tMed
accompanying philosophical framewor kls, have

|l nspect bomwkdfl myyveal numer ous Sources Suf
have notcyscitepl wirrevs of modern historians. Tt
e Books terloynes from eyewitness accounts, includ
Of fici alORRecaordd snewspapers. When not wusing d
eyewitness recoll ections, preserving their Kk
validity, | acknowl edge that Ameritlay $iamgea
t he-1mMitch century.

Eyewinaresatrieve®t perfect. I n fact, partic
opposite interpretati onpanpbtaicsceoaumttssf if e w shpoanpee
audiences. Reporters embedded in various Arnm
Combatants wrote their accounts (someti mes n

1Gl enn A. Bowen, ADocument Anal yQuiad iasata v@u aRleisteatricvhe J
2009 4 @027 se A. Di bsdal l Ni gel Lambert & Lynn J. Fre
Under st anReltdntee cFoBxdperi ences and -Bet¢omé sUKTf Wamere,l & cd.
Educ. Behav. (NovenRrBb0eO. 2002), Vol . 34, 298
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social context, often with an agenda to pron
senior officers, and regi ment al bo msr among
account s. Lettecenbome dmisg hrieasséidhsgeh és. Of f i c
writing official reports might be eager to a
ot her s. I n many  xecabdd fetsdo miwit Hredgei ment t hat f a

exposing the autnakadsst erxet goionoedn tw,i twvhhdircahwa l
Farormm sources depict ntetve t &ril yn'l £ ddhtsatrt ®e .a
must be r dongpril aemdce i s especiORald ys mwn d e etatbd te
despite its flaws, has an i mmediacy and forn
The renowned phil osopheronkKearclanPhooptp eprr odveemo
onean only diWiprhowe tchllasiamgpsguadt gamhat what her i
social sciences, an author consbof wmtls da tryarr
Each assertion should be supported by eviden
| ogi c.
n construcHathghen &sorhBtrievnd, some statemen
nt ested. F oo ¢ @ wxoanmeH eeb;7 ut ahtdgobhba t RIbi gerda m

[
I
unco
rutbey COnfederates attacked Hutphortysdised i
t
t

Fe
st
co
Fo
be
wa
t h

ements provide a solid foundation for th
ested. Often, one can use | egrcalnainns .t he
il nstance, there iIis testimony suggesting
omeomn2 FHebruary 6. However, them,r eRagrbdnmn f
fighting down Vaughan Roagdanodv etrh aat nhiel edia
| ate afternoon.

Il n many places, my narrative diverges fro
Bryce Sudaeddomwesaqnad It he2enhiglazemenaed iichea Ty
not repeat these debates here; however, | do
incilents.

Sometimes it is not rationally possible t
example, two memoirs from Westds brigade sta
Mc Al |l i sterds | ine from Confederate attacks.
the Confederates had already retreated. Al
Therefore, instead of pretending to have son
reader.

Therreemaigni fi cant gapsfliinmstgh eb ensetuirneotniyy ley w
exi sts. | freely admit these gaps. Fsoprl iitnst a
his division on the morning of February 6. W
charged the formidabmenCéebéeVvhemnstl & pwomplos eat
specul ative scenarios, | <clearly | abel them

O »nw —Hh = S5 9 T O

Thei vi l Wabi dn€t vit bt War SoldiRPodoaed2Cf h2OREat Wapet it
Did Civil Wa r Sol di er sT hHe dRee ctohnes.tRreuaclt iWanr ?ErPaod c ast

SNi gel Lambert & Bryce A. SuderAdpwyr dlNfchiet hB@a& t3 ceu tohf Miaag s
(January 2022) Se#4bes 2, Vol. 2, No. 5, 35
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Cecreati on

Idindoctr etaltbesokn i sol ati on. Il have been fort.u
many -rweeslplect ed Ci vil Wemeegppeadiydei swanep kh atvliee
|l continually refined my nar rAtpavrnee |b atsheadt oinn

experts and ar mchaarrl ye ndrhafstisa.s tTsh e elva tetweerd feo
the text wasktdhdeh alelads amplge questions. 0 Altho
responsi bil ity bfoork tenvee rsyt owoyr d si n itkhee a puzzl
mi ssing) assembled with input fromm@atund 10
fuses the wordstbokt epewibnessésmoadehn schol a
Hopeftulel yrresubatcomgrwg eandicsoherent account of
early February 1865.

ConverAtdiopn £ d

As with all Civil War scholarly texts, I
of ficers could hold multiple ranksdaat tthlee s a
tiyas docume@Redhenofheci al naming of, Conf ede
beibhaggsed on prevofouap g ommabhaves vse ra,ondifyh el 8eé 5
c o mma madaar d efparr teexdampl e, Col . WiwhlatanwaRs. sPteiclk
formal InyocBkldlgeithee wounded Brig.dGeeroZebul on
i nvol vement Twiiitsh htahse cbaautstelde .conf usi on i n ot hi
adopted a numberergmpliyeteinst bri gdaode,¢cl2amrd tdi
i n tnyxknd maps, | refer to the person actuall )
possessive ideftifier for both sides.

I hope you enjoy the following pages and
story worth telling.

“Ni gel LRenbelr t Uniits and their Commander s7,atl@hbé, Batt |l
Siege of Pet eplhshbestregl Ohniitnse and t heir Commanders at th
57, D8Teh5e  Si ege of Petersbur gNdtnd itnhkee (dbapyiotnalt hB cirm t ¥orr.
denoting a for mal n ahlmaes svmhiNdorlt eedbsa | Psepoktdiesa th o Imagydeodreu me r al s
| abel Uni on Corps.
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Testi moni al s

As highlighted in the Acknowledgements, many
with fAblurbso commonly found on book cover s,
graciously written testimonials fwst mynaeBook
credibility in the work. I am very thankful

iDuring my extensive Petersburg research, [
most mysterious battle of the camp7, gh86va.s t

Consequentl vy, | was eager to hetltpl eNi ghilge.lantb
unearthed i mportant primary sources that rev
writing is crucial because it addresses i mpo

studying the 1865 Petersburg Campaign.

The Army of the Potomac (AOP) suffered heavy
Campaign and the opening battles of the Pete

The quality and training of the riecirmalts Ada
the AOPOG6s first significant fighting in 1865
the state of that army. In the 5th Army Corp
numbers of poorly trained, trheew orfd@mwiitve., @i
suffered a humiliating rout with panicked tr
that it was the corpsbdés worst defeat of the
of the sun saved the force.

Leebs Army of Northern Virginia (ANV) also e
summer of 1864, especially among its officer
Shenandoah Valley suffered a serShegsiadfanst iMug
of Earlybs demoralized army rejoined the ANV

em for Le

desertions were a significant probl
l ities of Le

Run examines the fighting capabi

On February 5, Lee attacked the AOPO6s 2nd Ar
The former Confederate Valley troops, now or
commanded by John B. Gordon, were ordered to
attaclksfweble and failed to penetrate the t6F
coutttadrt ery tactics were used against the f ey
di stress at the offensive capabilities of hi

On the following day, in a defensive rol e, G
However, it was Mahoneds division under Barn
dealt the crushing attack and i otbedetdheéeé heed
fighting el an and, at this stage of the war,

Ni gel weaves all of this into a detailed and
ma pos .
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Bryce A. i Suderewowned Peter sbuarugt hCoirviof Walre h

awawidnni vve |l tuune wor k, fAThe Petersburg Campaig
Suderow has published widely in magazines an
compili pdgetmeetSummf the Official Records. Hi s
seminal Petersburg wor ks.

fiRetired Scientist Nigel Lambert has | ent us
Kingdom, to be precise) to close one of the
Feder al ffensives at Peter sburogn. tNoe pEriegvhitohu

0

Of fensive, at Ha#¢ché&aB8$5RumMe Fabrdatygegntly r
written, and cr eatiiheeelt yackcbustratedta stdees
unf ol di ng. Hi s exploratpieomnoof woh& todpiCéc vinas V
out of the previousby prevalent mists of his

John Hermanhwawardg Civil WaA meambher amdt lse e@lk
Civil War Round Tabl e, he has published art:.
Civil War Times |11 trated, and America's C

the Civil War " wWo n

us

t h n2 OLi9s tAirmogyu iHs hset do rWrciatli |
Unit History. Hi s oth
t |
rs

e

er books include: " The
es for theed&deBdohefRadli r
burg Offensive, June 18

Petersburg: The Bat
Grant 6s Second Pete

NI gel Lidmlb € hiedisss tRwed €ngsh Mo é&fboyr gdofa tae he . It
we l | resear ched, written, and best of al | | f
Pet erGampradg gn. |  hitdhbbloy@kr.e c o mmend

Sean Michaabk @hitken sever al books concernin

Pet er8@ruaamgt ' s Left Hook: The BedmondaoHubh864éd
(2023A)Grand Opening Squandered:-18h864Batt | e f
2025)AUnprad al |l el ed Horror: The Battles of Je
Juneull%y 3H1202&694

AT h e F e b7r,u alr8y6 55, Battle at Hatcher's Run fina
| ong deserved with Nigel Lambert's excell ent
researched and wel |l explained, damhert's wor
participants and the conditions in which thi
Petersburg Campaign unfol ded. Lambert not on
of ficers' strategic and tacti ctahle deexcpiesriioennsc ea
t he commosnkisloll idetedigng both perspectives. Wit
Gen. Grant's Petersburg Offensives has its o
and a worthy addition to the growing body of

Tim Tailldodur,rently the Chief Administrative
Battlefields Trust in Fredericksburg. Before
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|l nterpretation, Visitor Services, and Coll ec
founding member and President of the Battl e
Educati on Hessiosciaatcioonnt.r i but or and for mer bool
Civil War blog, and has published articles i

AiNi g el LiiHalt € mtedtdass Ruonmbi ned hi s consi derabl e
to capture the drama and human complexity of

the American Civil War. He writes in a |livel
mi |l i ratgegssths ,steomrd amon ypes will find enjoyal
probes all known sources; | etters, journals,
provide a -feasbnaeddpwebpective of whags happe
established himself as a Civil War historian

Americam history.

William Tho@Gagi Vekvaer hi storian, aut WNeomrtnf th
Carolina MTehaessge RbDbhaht CproB80nh I nfantry,
19t hdi ana, &amdi amea h9tlbettysburg.
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hi storians. Some that | 6venmaenoutshr kwmgwnCiowil |y
Ausername. 0 Al have shared valuabl e infor ma
al | .
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person | contacted with my questions about H
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to rol !

Hi gh on Brettés | ist of, cwinttacEdvrRerar Bany c
awawidnni we ltuwme Petersburg Campaign book. Bry
Civil War community, with his name appearing
has worked with me throughout nmyvidat alsemgddsg sR
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Al ong with Bryce, a dedicated panel of pe
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Pel ude

Context iIs Everything

The Battle of Hatcherdéds Run occurred at a cr
the military, political, and personal backdr
understanding why.

Military Context

The arrival of 1865 marked the war's fift
hopes of an independent nation | ay in tatter
army captured Savannah, Georgia, omchedember
the sea. 0 On January 19, Shermanés sol diers
much of the Statebés ability to wage war. Fur
commander Lt. Gen. John B. Hood mesFgaall ant
Nashville in the final weeks of 1864. Much o
relocated to the Carolinas to help confront

Bet ween December 23 and 27, Uni on Maj. Ge
assault on Fort Fisher, North Carolina. Capt
the | ast open Rebel Atlantic seappttesstarvi
Butl er 6s i portance to President Abraham Lin
di mini shed significantly once Lincoln won th
Consequently, on January 7, much rtso, tLhien croellni
di smi ssed Butl er. Maj or Gener al George G. Me
great subject of discussion in the army. o Fo
15, following a combined arBwyi/q.avge m.mphli fbri eocu
Ter’ry.

The Army of Northern Virginia (ANV), comm
Confederacydés main field army. Since June 18
had bottled up Leeds men around Richmond and
fetured in the area: The Army of the James o
of the Potomac (AOP) operated south of the r
mil es south of Richmond, the ConfFedebatercap
and rail communi cation. | f Grant could captu
fall, effectively ending the wamil &her o wo fr
t he Mechanicsville Tur npiekredsnoRunh esacsutt howe sRi ¢
Petersburg. The I ines (sometimes just a few
network of trenches and fortifications in wh
Western Front campaigns -rse® uyeards Ulna toenr .ArTnye ¢

(@)

SEverette B. Loddhe&CBalibamaNE@aYyo bly, -1D4h,9-2612 Q267& B 3
Geor ge GILhevelaidfege and Letters dfv&Glenr geN&®5s5Yomk MehdEe3)



Pot omac had probed and menaced the Petersbur

appalling casualties, the Federals gradually
communi cations to Petersburg. By tPlede eesduofg
sector numbered around 1208000, about twice

ﬁktergburg, AroquH1860
bygonely. com

I n early December 1864, Feder al Maj . Gen.
together with a 2nd Corps division and Maj
a raid south of Petersburg. They deateoyed t
artery, all the way to Belfield on the Meher
known as the AApplejack Rai do because many F
after discovering | ocal supplieseocofat@pplfellbr
controlled just one railroad supplying Peter
Lynchburg, Virginia. The Rebel ds main road a
Road. This communication inhfraberuntuhe Wwount
bat’t!l e.

The Union now also controlled the Shenand
Confederacy with succor throughout the war.
had defeated Lt. Gen. Jubal A. Ear |l yodosn ar my
October 19, 1864, in a Rebel rout at Cedar C
to transfer the 6th Corps from the Valley to
battered army to join him inedafaprdi wgt ReEar
frustrate Sheridanés Federals as best they ¢

6John Hwe nReter sbUCamiCaimp aé g AlV7A;, PLe9r9r3y) Sp.7 BJnagmile8s6obn, T h e
Closing Campaighlsi mdoltthe NCEVIi20MWa)Y, 83.

"Noah A. Tihreu dleaasutPeCietr,@thelgmnea TAH6 4 | ( BlaBt6c5n Rouge, LA, 1
2685 .



Map P. 1:
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The main
net wor k a
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The Rebel divisions of Maj. Gen. John B.
Gen. Bryan Grimes arrived in Petersburg betw
These soldiers became the reformed Second Co
the8se6 00 effectives. On January 28, Brig. Ger

Gordonbés old division. Gordonés Confederates
flank, around Burgessodés Mill on Hatcher 6s Ru
recent months in the Valley, qgquestions exi st
qualities they would s8on need in the i mpend

8Thomas A. Lewis, fiThe TAredameéoah figndCFMa hveosNasr.i B eAdl ieexsa n
1987) ,223458088Lee WheSRdrsrti INlor t A C@ir wi i n¥aidt i isas ttRyoysyt e r
of Of(fJiecfefresr son, -ORC, ;2@ad4k, C40Wat ehAsSallJlameist CSp &rdtmam
(Tuscaloosa,7AL,RR2OHL8)d25Whr i msarongantry and 9th Ba
| nf a(nL.tyrnyc hburg, VA, 1990), 85.



To Gordondés |l eft, defending Boydton Pl ank
Third Corps. Thi s -hcaorrdpesn e dn cMauhdoende 6tsh eD i bvai tstiloen

commander, Maj . Gen. William Mahone was abse
taking charge. On January 31, the disdiayi on r
operation to thwart an alleged Uminoemct aiwd ttho
the enemy occurred.

OQut number ed, Leebs troops were also deser
returned to their homes, surrendered to the
near by North Carolina, forming armé@dO0gangs.
Confederates | eft the fight. Several i nterre
of food, essenti al clothing, and other suppl
weat her dufbnwginherl@BéadcerbatetManheS€entietiect
believed they had | ost the war, so why cont.i
worried about families back home in the path

Keen to encourage enemy desertions, Grant
of fering favorable terms to those Confederat
sol diers sent | eaflets describing trheki ndouce
the messengers. On January 28, an order fron
private had only received hard | abor rather
new | eniency pol ibey adbmtoindenesg swhiel whinslk qgwe u
affect the forthcoming battle. Finally, the
about recruiting Blacks to their ranks. Some
African Americans becausé theyrbeQuaeVved Bbahb
hemorrhaging within his ranks, on January 27
Ri chmond for Metter provisions.

The condition of the AOP also posed chal
drastically reduced the ranks of many regi me
physically and mentally exhausted. At hbegh
Unionists than their Confederate counterpart
Abounitnper so who enlisted for the money, des:

HorTnhe Petersburg RegEmeDPobriadot Me |-E&p il GAWa A0 1 He,r bR5 5
AHIi story of the 8th Al abama Vol unAleaebra nikae gHinsetnotr iCG.ad. AQ!
Vol . 39 (1977), 1A 8SmaMalt eB s t,&Sl/abmbaithseBiaéhgdi on i's myst e
there is no record of any such Union raid in NC. Lee
of his best divisions from tAme IRdtsehrmadmsrbg hddfr enraggeasn tha
moved to Florida in the 1830s and developed strong ti
connections, he had arranged a tr @mnufnar, taclagtre etdhd oS
in divisamdauntciolmmwi | I i am Mahone -meltatredcé dalf Mance.0) fr

Sher2rlisltl ,Nor t h 4@&r oJloihaeH ®Prert er s h u BFI3R eAg.i meinlTshen Gr een
Final Battles of (KeoReiéfl eb-8WpheCaMpg8lognA&the Rebellio
Compilation of the Official Re,c or A& wd | .t h(eWadsnh iomg taonmd,
1901), Series 1, D] .Helrbe a@PRa6ri 22i8t2g8dA hdees B@Ber ences ar e
unl ess ot h@GRARI/ 2e 1MBt3ed ;1 092, 10T9h6e: 2L7otwhe IMi rRye ind ean b anuf gahn,
(Lynchburg, VA, 1993)r,i sthhl Re bled nse sC dFb. fve@aenrnaof0e11;90 § r s 3 0 C
Long &Theng@ivil War6D®y by Day



genuine recruits remained untested in battle
example, of the 4,707 men, 1,247 had never f
urged Meade against planning fur tthheer roapwe r at i

recruits. In early 1865, Maj. Gen. John Gibb

wearing down of the Aold soldiers and the po

For many Yankees, Hatchero6s Run would be the
R0 chosny DA Yo
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Map P2: Militar‘y Position around Richmond

"Emerson GouVayhewumyr KEmbdl ki Waraad Lettens83df82an Amer i
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The experiences of the 6th W sconsin were
2025 book of the regiment. Once part of the
number had dwindled to 75 rank andehilte. oBer
700, mostly from draftees and substitutes, n
English. Unlike the original 1861 recruits,
training before battle. Rel amanagkeyd t hexpwoi ¢é

companies. Martends book captures the | imite
soldiers from this fractured regi ment went i
knowl edge of the men smemtdiwagulink xgay oa theawy
t hrdengy Blatt | e.

"~ Gen. Robert E.'I:Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton
Library of Congress wikipedia.org

I n January 1865, Lee reorganized his cava
consequences for the Hatcher déds Run battle. T
troopers were without mounts. Wi th the ar my
forage for what animals they had prowvwed | i mi
Corps, |l ed by the charismatic Maj. Gen. Wade
Matt hew C. Butl erdés Cavalry Division to the
ar my. Lee also hoped that Hampton,i mmnS&ouwtfh t h
Carolina, could facilitate a recruitment dri
and forage relativel
Gen. Wi lliam H. F. f
force operating® sout

S
[

I
y plentiful in the more
R 0 o nreeymba i Lnei endgs Gloanvfael dreyr alti
h of Petersburg.

on of Robert E. Lee, con
s men to Belfield, S 0ome

Rooney Lee, the
trooper s. He t ook h
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won the election, |imraitdhati ng t ha
i n Washington turned to how the

| proposing the 13th Amendment b
of Representatives. Poligbirci ans
1, the Bild4 hgadseda{pusty)inhehe
i dual States for ratification. I
unt il Decembar é&8de dtphéibrhdiss iaxfw obo
e Bil9, and it entered the

of the nationdéds war fatigue, Li
o visit Richmond on Januar

Davis regarding possisdekipremnceae

8, Davis appointed three peace <c
sistant Secretary of War John A.
M. Hunter. Specul attcbaes, abhdt hunm

ay; Yankees and Rebels swapped ne

nd.

ured that the peace meeting took
safe passage through Union | ine

stilities. On Februaramslhi p he pe
moored in Hampton Roads near Fo
State, W lliam H. Seward, to me
knew each other wedéatlyanadpitde n
und the status of sowmeer fowirt hmi | |
to possible compensation scheme
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raised the fanciful idea of the Confederate
then under French rul e. However, it soon eme
of an i ndependent Confederate naGdmfne dienrdeeay G
sole aim, the negotiations coll apsed. The Ri

for their troubles and safe passage ¥ack to

US St e®mylirp Queen
wi ki pedi a

With Confederate military forces faring b
endured intense pressure; many Southerners f
|l obbying, on January 31, Davis {4 xmaoldlf yalrlel en
Confeder At ehbagbewi dely betareved L atbetocbar
Lee himself saw little merit in the appointn
during the Battle of Hat cherréusarRwu nl, I|hne arneoltuh
accepted the resignation of his ally and Sec
Breckinridge replaced the unpopul ar Seddon a
Ri chmond Congress also began htto deobatl ¢ otwh 81 @
soldiers i#to their forces.

Personal Context

Throughout the crumbling Confederacy, des
freedom in newspapers and el sewher e, many r e
shortages and crippling inflation pfrorvided I
Brig. Gen. John Pegram, one of Gordonds divi
much joy.

"Mc Fe&lgntd®BQ Jerry Korn, fAPursuit TheAppmemabLit be: ClThei
Ser,i €288 vol s. (Al exaz2nsdamas BAuCbD 9Bntey ,C o2nbnoBnO aChcaum t r vy
Lincoln and the Hampton RGad$fPeadceCConRbéddhce of 186

BLong &Theng@ivil WaredDay ®FhPaNrawscde &BLt aBekbckinridge w
former Confederate general and US vice president.
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On Thursday, Janwaary dmMga@dment a Rdeagreaem (
January 24) mar fyieaad dt MSeo urt ehreawn eock 128 Hetty C.

as one of the most beauti ful womendin the Co
politically neutral) Baltimore early in the
too dangerous, and she mowvdd Pet Rrshmogdf aBbp
Pegramdés yout hful good | ooks and sc hamand,e nha rnme
favorite within Richmond society. To many, J
Their | avish wedding occurred at St Paul 6s C
Confederacy. 0 Attended by imaanryy pcroommm annednetr sp,o |i
the | ast i mperious celebrati-neewetdhbooshet €0
Sout hern moral e. However, the event didndt g
per sonal carriage anuplhertse st teo dhkrec i;h eh dvae
became unruly and threatened to cause mayhen
the church, triggering superstitious murmur.i

Brig. Ge. John Pegram

Library of Congress |l mage by Thomas .-19CL4)De Leon,

Sever al |l eading Union actors at the i mpen
chall enges as 1865 dawned. WW¥ajedrd ®en ema lc ovena
at the Hatcher6s Run battle. A mercurial cha
under Grant's close supervision. W th his so
visited his family in Philadelphia; his son
became embroiled with political epponehés on

®Henry K.I DRoudgé awi, (5t St Shemwabb | sl and21sGA,Nolr9%4h0 )Ga r3oll 1
41011; Nigel Lambert & Bryce A. SuAlpproaw e diTh®& Bad utlhe
Magaf{iJmemuary 2022) Series 2, Réxlo.l I2,ctNm.n¢$5NEwhar,er Baunrdt c
1911)Q05;20Bal geAé |l Pgahgmt:dhkppomaet tamxd Letters of Priva
the 188th New Srr&ec woeé unN¥e,erzs0139enelrba7l; JWehbnA eRre gSr.anGr i |
(Lynchburg, -V&, 1993), 114



Conduct of the War, investigating the disast
people to bl ame, anldaiMesa.deSdcedndliy, thheeiwascrfo
of his keenly desired promotyi.onDetsg inmag oru ngoer It
testy relationship with Grant, the |l atter su
promotion finally occurred on February 2, an
with responsibility Ifiomrg tuhpeo nd eviag c. | eGeei¥. e Mtmba I«
El sewhere, on January 25, the highly rega
ion 2nd Cavalry Division, unexpectedly han
astic decision? Army gossip spoke of the a
ecul ated that an unwillingness to serve un
ctor, was the reason. Others Ilinked it to
was a coward. Hi s resi grhaet isdn |tlodk de fhfi esc tc
to battle ?®at Hatcher s Run.
Anot her senior Union officer, Lt. Col . Ed
n

e

r

S5 ® ® T — S

January. The 185th New York commander wou
ttl before |l eaving the army twbidays | ate
ntered around his military status foll owin
roled, Jenney escaped before a for mal exch
wspapers | isted as a di shonoexac ptairon .edHeTr
rried a vial of poison with him for such a
fused to change hi s sot actounss efgruoenm tiil pya r oll eendnoe
Maj or GeneAtdmpAmdeysy had only assumed com
Corps on November 26, 1864, replacing the hi
Winfield S. Hancock, who took an extended | e
woul d be Humphreysodos fir®dt test of battle at
Of ficers typicahneéygitoekdulriavg tlherleess ac

- O 5 T O T —
®© 9 ® 9 ® »» S

before the Spring campaign season began. Off
Battle of Hatcher ds Run. From the abdref eder at
di vi si onal commander, Maj . Gen. Mahone (due
Gen. Wi lliam MacRae, Brig. Gen. Robert D. Jo

OMeade fe and 2L6e2t5t6er s

22Hi ckman, Athenne&dyn..BOiivgiadiVWarr Gener al Tbhaovuigdh tMXoM. AGirge.g g2 €
Brigadier General David McMurtrj eORr46h2i500heECwartr d
Longddme,ol n' s: GCGliwalorymerf the Mounted FOlr8cBEls6 f The A
(Mechanicsbur g3 PA, 2000), 322

2W. Woodf orHli sGQloaryyt oonf, OMNe@nd ¥ @Bay k Qacwrstey, -R9OT h el 8778 neyl 29
Fami$fkaneateles .(wordpress. com)

BJami Spon,ng 1865: The BBosiThg €empangnsnder pinning H:

complicated. Lingering effects from his Gettysburg wo
at his crushing defeat at Reamsds Saammaomd ianl sAa gf €ldB 64
desire to |l eave the AOP. He readily accepted command
work out as planned, and he spent the rest of the war

in the ashhevmdnddcog . Dwivinfdi eM.d JSoaodtatn , Ha(nl cnodci ka:n aAp 0S-0il sd, i elr 968
175.
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Wei siger (although this is contentious). Des
Hi | | probably should not have been, as he st
medi cal *»robl ems.

Those absent on the Union side included 6

Wright and brigade commander s: Brig. Gen. By
Brig. Gen. Joseph J. Bartlett JWBtIl gamGeélof f A
Brig. Gen. Ranal d S. Mackenzie and Brig. Gen

E. Davies rejoined his cavalry brigade on th
Gray forces would miss at wedatRuUfe.ods battl efi e

These key military, political, and person
bl oody battle that the two armies would soon
Vaughan Road, and Armstrongds Mill between F

%Ni gel LRebelrtUniits and their Commander s7,atl®hbhée, Battl
Siege of PetebsBardPis OnfiiinZe I yR GKSANI / 2YYFYVRSNE i (K
pt >y mytcKpS {AS3AS 2F t S SNHKOGdAZNIP ahryid Ke/Ba rodiSre @ yHRIGIKISEOSNI m SNl
protracted urinary and kidney infections had devel ope
kidneys, inability to urinate, and |l ack of sloagep made
him to maintain attention andGeokkhMi :Bbev8teayiohsa J
Confeder a(t de WaYarik,r 1987), 310.
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Chapter 1

Grant and Meade Evolve a Pl a
Februar y-Mi,d nN ogohnt
The Hampton Roads peace conference, held on February 3, 1865, ended without a resolution.
But even as the Confederate delegates trudged back to Richmond to brief President Davis,
Grant6s mind already turned to a moreingtoUni on o
discover that Lee and his army had slipped away, abandoning Petersburg and Richmond to
fight in the Carolinas with other Confederate forces. He wanted to keep Lee busy.
Encouraged by a lull in the awful winter weather, Grant searched for antopipy to
strike 26
By February 1865, the only railroad supplying Petersburg, entirely in Confederate
hands, was the Southside Railroad. I n Decemb

seriously disrupted the Weldon Railroad, which went south from Petersburg into the
Confaderate heartland. The nearest point on this supply artery still under Confederate control
was Belfield/Hicksford, straddling the Meherrin River some 40 miles south of Petersburg.
Intelligence reached Grant that the Confederates unloaded trains ladenppiitessat

Belfield. The Rebels put the precious cargo into wagons and floated them up the Meherrin
River to Boydton Plank Road before making the long trip to Petersburg. With this
intelligence in mind, Grant developed his plan; Belfield would be thett&rge

Grant 6s Pl an

Grant wrote to Meade around noon on Saturday, February 4, describing his desired
offensive. Grant visualized sending a cavalry force supported by infantry on a raid to Belfield
to capture a bountiful haul of Confederate wagons, thereby exacerbating Robert. e e 6 s
already dire supply situation. He began:

I would like to take advantage of the present good weather to destroy or capture as much as
possible of the enemy's wagon train, which it is understood is being used in connection with
the Weldon railroad to partially supply the troops about Petersbutgméy get the cavalry

®Ul ysses Pers@Gmant Memoirs pof2 GeNeelews &¥lor W.,-4 8.886nant39

Trud®he,Las,t ZBBadekw A. CGBamphirgys, ofTheéreViCigviini awvar

Campai'gsn ®&fdNew Yor 8112 8I8t3)i,s unclear how or when Gran
Whet her the Rebels floated the wagons down to Lawrenc
Road is unknown. The towns of Belfiel dremtandi ckmd.or d

Many sources at the time, both North and South, <c¢l ain
Southside Railroad, vital to the Confederacy. Many | a
Rai |l road was bnyeveeirt hneerntdroannetd or Meade in planning the



ready to do this as soon as possible. | think the cavalry should start at 3 a.m. either tomorrow
or the day following.

The cavalry in question was Maj. Gen. Gre
their speed, they should take no wagons and
carry only one and a half days6 foryassgoes and t
2nd Corps to move simultaneously (but remain
Stony Creek Station to support the cavalry.
return to after they had destroyed the enemy

Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant Maj. Gen. George G. Meade

Library of Congress Library of Congress

The infantry should take four dayso6 ratio
forage for the cavalry in wagons. Again, wit
accompanying artillery to a minimum,n with no
should prepare his 5th Corps to support the
They should travel about halfway toward Ston
dayis.

At 2:10 p.m., Meade replied to Grant, sug
Corps because one of its divisions, that of

forts facing the fortified Conf evdiesriaadne woouwslid
attract Confederate attention and alert then
sending Warrendés 5th Corps to St onryoot@r ¢ ehle, a

frontline shoul dTlgost oWRreGemsds Htbat doesupport
on Bel field, and Humphreysés trunchtedct 2nd C
bitter experience, Meade knew the Rebelsd6 fa

corps as they movedstotst delikheseéengfidensistvat:i

BOR46/ 2:367.



and capturing | arge numbers of Feder al priso
fortified Union | eft flank through to Greggo
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Map 1.1: Grantds Plan to Strike at Bel fi

At 3:30 p.m., Grant sent Meade a brief message approving his modification,
commenting that he only chose the 2nd Corps
the previous expedition. However, since dispatching his initial response (2:10 p.m.) to Grant,
Meade must have given the plan further consideration, possibly discussing it with senior
subordinates, because, at 4:30 p.m., he wrote to Grant suggesting a substantive
modification?®

®0OR46/ 2:367. Note the spelling of Reamsods Station. Yol
Oof ficial Records and texts written around the ti me, i
station was namedf amitley, twWwlkeo AiRermaend sa farm nearby. Per
Nati onal Battlefield Trust. Meade was awar e, for exan

Petersburg offensihe Rat drumnlpu FAEHE6E a3 miHair g1n



M p

Meadeds Revised Pl an

Rat her than sending Greggbs cavalry aroun
proposed that they move south for about 10 miles before heading west to Dinwiddie Court
House (CH) on Boydton Plank Road. He reasoned they could intercept Confederate supply
wagors t here just as easily as at Belfield. Wa
end of Vaughan Road to support the cavalry. The two divisions of the 2nd Corps would move
a few miles southwest down Vaughan &dad and
t he Hatcher 6s Run ®lock thesGomfeglerateHoecesean, theit sabstgntiat o u | d
works defending Boydton Plank Road from moving out and cutting off either Warren or
Gregg from the main Union lineBor Meade, this plan retained thesamb j ect i ve as G
initial idea but involved less risk. It required traveling shorter distances, with the three forces
remaining closer together, thus reducing the chance that the Rebels would isolate one of
them. Furthermore, a Confederate cavalry focoemmanded by Maj. Gen. Rooney Lee,
known to be in the Belfield vicinity, would have a greater distance to cover to engage the
Union troops.

Meade added one final comment, asking Gr a
commensurate with the disappointment which the public are sargddain if you make any
movement and return without some striking re
of public backlash to failed military operations and hinted at skepticism regarding the
importance of the objective.
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Map 1.2: The Revised Union Offensive

At 6:45 p.m., Saturday, February 4, Grant
changes and dslsher iorbg eltitm ttlhatbe attained are



to Secretary Stanton in advance, showing the
which, with the reports of operations, wil/
your troofs start outo?

Throughout the afternoon, Meade had notif
to prepare for action early the next day. Wi
Meade issued a figenk@ORIlexplraiudiamg ttloe f ort hc
Warren, and Hump hhree yrse.nobaMenaddeer pOBcend &l ert to
noti ce. Maj or General John G. Parke (9th Cor
(6th Corps commander) and Maj . Wesai.oMiilresfr(a
Petersburg) held their commands in readiness
movement ordered would entail the withdrawal
necessary to maintain pickeitedHsitnaefsf adnedp atrhtemew
appointed officers to take charge of withdra
covering City Point (the maarnmynmmwe memste.) T m
general staff officers ehtoamadr powpatr e8t®0 aa.c
of ficer commanding the provisional brigade a
in readiness %or orders to move.

That evening, Gregg, Warren, and Humphrey

orders, including instructions on how they s
These commanders disseminated the oaldeys dow
had to move out at 3:00 a.m. the next day, s
David Gregg

With the farthest ,t Grterggvwesl ciavatl hg aex ye di
fiTeey woul dabr&da@O0Ocamm. the foll owing day (
behind the minimum number of ©pircakteitosn st,o Gsreecgu
designated routlr iReegplinis vwesd Spas siomg crossing t

Mal oneds Bridge, before striking Boydton Pl a
patupland down tdhei pl eamkepwoaand camprtyirreg any \
supplies from Belfield, and to take advantag
enenmypoon mi ssion completion, the cavalrymen
same rout e. Greggbs orders explained that Wa
Hargrave house, would support him. IGregg rec
regi ment and a supply train holding one and
ammunition. Gregg shoul dormactwiriryedWaramean i oif t e
engagement, he would take his orders from Wa
Maj . Gen. Butleros Cavalry?®Division had gone

YOR4 6/ 2:368. AOP commanders had known that R©ORel cava
42/ 2 :EldOwi2n. M. Stanton was the US Secretary of War.

SO0R4 6/ 227 B70A figener al circularo was an important ordei
was i ssuedAshsyi sMeaaxbe dhslrj ailt a@e¢ o riglee De s tRailglgil *lsed commande
Corps, Maj. Gen. Horati o Wright was on | eave.
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Map 1.3: The Location of Union Corps on February 4, 1865.
Gouverneur Warren
Warrenés 5th Corpsé role entailed support
encountered difficulties. Warrends orders di
day, taking:
t wo batteries, orerrei,f laendd arhce arses ad maatolunt o
and caissons. You wil/| be rationed for four ¢
fifty rounds of ammunition on the person and
To maxi mi ze speed, he could take only half t
hospit al and one medicine wagon to each brig
entrenching tools besides the pioneeeravteool s.
enough to protect his camps from Rebel guerr
t radvoewn t he Hal i fax -GRofaidc et,o tRoewa nbtyy tFhoes tr oad «
of Rowanty Creek at W Perkins', thence acr os
l eading to MouwiedditeakCaogrta positoonh &énerahe
Gregg' s cavalry.




My

Hi s orders summari zed Gregg's expected ro
posted on developments, and should the caval
Warren. The orders al s described Humphreysbod

Andrew Humphreys
Humphreysoés 2nd Corps would provide a pro

western (Feder al l eft) flank of the per manen
received instructions to move at 7: 00 a@af m. t
hi s oodampst,he Petersburg | ine. Mil es, who com
would stay under his command but report dire
i mportance that might occur, independent of

Humphreys received the same instructions
rations, ammunition, | imited ambulances, and

pickets as necessary to safeguard hisscamp.
Hi s orders di rtecc ttelde hd rno stsoi mignoovfe t he Vaughan
and to Armstrong's MilThiandobbCGarftdeadekred thea of @
entrenched in front of Boydton &ftanWaRoamnd dr
Gregg from the permanent Union | ine.
Humphreysés orders explained the proposed
emphasi zing that his (Humphreys') primary mi

furnishing him with reinforcements, should h
Hunhpr eysd headquarters on Hatcher 6s Run, and
reside there or on the road near byWarHuemp hirrey
his front and th¥ Union |lines to his rear.
Final Communi ques
At 7:45 p.m., Meade messaged Grant saying
The orders are al/l i ssued:; the cavalry wild.l [
Contrabands have come in this p.m., reportint¢
[ Confederate Maj. Gen.] Butler's cavalry divi
one division, W H. F. [ Rooney] Lee's, to opg

No doubt encouraged by the news of Butl er 6s
Bel fi eAtd 8:d3®& p. m. , GrfarGtr eggk edd nMepaodes, by go
probably wil/l be enabled to destroy a | arge
of one division of the enemy's cavalry wil/

Meade tactfully replied to Grantoat 9: 30
proceed ®pooBdlef meluch,d upon reaching Dinwiddi e
intelligence suggesting that he could achiev

BOR46/ 27877381. This reference implies that Warren hact
Road to Reamsdéds Station before heading west, but at V
route described here.

%OR46/ 27371
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Rebels would store any accumul ated supplies
(Confedertahe ) Msh @rer iof Ri ver from Bel field. F
protehbheepdosition, as Union forces had discov
added, nAnWe also believe that W H. F. [ Roone
Gregg goes without artillery. o Thus, twhislte ik
at Belfield, Meade effectivehy*hkgilled off th

Finally, at 10:00 p.m., as he promised Meade, Grant sent a dispatch to Secretary of
War Stanton explaining the proposed offensive. Thus, the president and his cabinet would
understand the situation when reports of the operation began appearing:

| have ordered the cavalry to move down the Weldon Road tomorrow for the purpose of
breaking up the enemyds wagon train as far a:
from Belfield to Petersburg. A corps of infantry goes as far as Stony Creagport. |

telegraph this so that you may know the object of the movement when you hear of it.

Curiously, this message described the Belfield offensive rather than the revised Dinwiddie
CH plan. Thus, Grant gave his political masters advanced warning of the impending action
without sharing any details that could be questioned or tamperedwith.

The Union Sol diersdo Perspective

For the typical Uni on soldier in the rank
forces, Saturday, February 4, began as just another day. They had lived in relative comfort
since the Applejack Raid two months earlier. Their newly built winter camps offeved s
protection from the harsh weather. Camp rumors centered around the three Confederate peace
delegates crossing their lines and the possibility of ending hostilities. This relative tranquility
ended abruptly with the arrival of marching orders.

A 24th Michigan (Warrends 5th Corps) hist
to erect a chapel when marching orders arrived in the afternoon, bringing construction to a
sudden close. Speculation abounded as to where they were going and why:

the night was passed as usual on such occasions, in receiving a good supply of rations and a
full complement of cartridges and in reducing knapsacks to their marching weight, as well as
writing letters home, perhaps farewell ones. Then too it was a soiusogiety if this mid

winter movement would result in an abandonment of their cozy and comfortable winter
cabins®’

Some regiments received marching orders in the afternoon as the plans continued to evolve.
Other troops received them much later, after Meade had disseminated the final orders. During
that evening, Sgt. Thomas D. Marbaker of the 11th New Jersey with Heampero s 2nd Cor
remembered that:

®OR4 6/ 26368
®¥0OR46/ 2: 366.
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orders came to be ready to march at daylight the next morning. That night services were held
in the chapel for the last time, and then the men lay down to get what rest they could, for
marching orders brought with them an uncertainty as to when anothatwpty would be

had; and under the conditions existing in the army at that time they were almost equivalent to
orders to fight®

Corporal John W. Haley, 17th Maine, also in the 2nd Corps, received orders around
mi dni ght to be ready to move at a moment o
equilibrium as they didndét know wh bdefinier t
orders appeared. Most compromised, packing some belongings before resting. More
disruption soon followed, with orders to send the sick and physically weak on pickét duty.

Lieutenant Samuel E. Cormany, 16th Pennsylvania Cavalry, remembered receiving
orders late at night to move out at 2:30 a.m. He dozed near a fire until 1:00 a.m., before going
to all company headquarters and waking the offitrs.

S
(0] S

Lt. Samuel E. Cormany Maj . Gen. W. H. ARooneyo Le
The Cormany Diaries Library of Congress

The common soldier found this phase of warfare especially stressful. He faced
marching to an unknown destination with the likelihood of combat and the accompanying
fears of mutilation or death. Many sought rest, but sleep might not be so sound witlgswirlin
t houghts of | oved ones back home and the wor

The Confederate Experience
For the Confederate soldiers protecting i
continued, ignorant of the extensive Union planning. The main activities during the first few
days of February entailed constructing winter quarters and picketing. One boigdela
with Pegramdés division complained that there

®Thomas D. HMat b 11ifhr oNre w t 5e rOx egya NV azlaut ni toene rtso
1

(Trent on, NJ,

®John W.ThHalReyb,el Yel ITHRe Y@inkiele War radur,naRutof la. Mai ne
Silliker, ed. (Camden, ME, 2014), 240.
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of camp life, of roll calls, drills, inspections, and dress parade. Others noted a general
gloominess around the camps, brought about by a lack of food, the prospect of losing the war,
and receiving no pay. The commonplace desertions also added to tinelals*

Camp conversations included speculation about the outcome of their peace envoys,
who were known to have crossed over into the Union lines. Officers organized distractions to
help boost the ebbing morale. Some regiments made formal written pledges taecontin
fighting until they had secured independence. On Thursday, February 2, Pegram held a dress
review of his division as a treat for his new bride. All the senior Confederate generals
attended, along with many | adie& hinnds dilafr i sd to
Hettyds right. Corps commander Gordon and Pe
soldiers; for some, this was their first opportunity to see such esteemed officers as Robert E.
Lee, James Longstreet, and A. P. Hill. Amid much ghgeand whooping, the event nearly

ended on a sour note, as wupon | eaving the gr
became uppity and ran into a Rebel soldier. As she began apologizing, the excited Tar Heel
sprang up and, removing his hat, séidfe ver mi nd, Mi s s . You might
indeed yBu mighto!

On the same day, 40 miles further sout h,

mock jousting contest. Rumors also circulated of a possible Federal attack. On February 3,
Pegram ordered his division to r eBebhryaryidt sel f
Capt. Oscar Hinrichs rode with Maj. John P. New and Pegram to inspect their outposts. In the
afternoon, they crossed Hatcherd6s Run and ve
could see the Union outposts. There, they met a Rebel spy (1@z@oege) who informed

them that his contacts had not heard of any Union movements, but he believed that the

Yankees were planning something. They returned to headquarters, where Hinrichs wrote in

his diary about his concerns for the following day.

Analysis of the Union Plans

The exchange of dispatches between Meade and Grant provides a fascinating insight
into their working relationship. Bold and daring, Grant always looked to seize the initiative,
while Meade displayed more caution and practicality. Unlike other leaderd, Grana s n 0 t
dogmatic about his ideas. As overall commander, Grant could have insisted that Meade carry
out his Belfield plan. However, he allowed Meade to scale back his ambitious original

“Samuel Wi tButkeg @lcdu@dnfExperi ences( Gdi ah&€raph ai g, i MD
1983/1925), 129; Charles R. Jones NefwHiBsN@Bjei emas b Sk@gt ch
Siege NewdVmap 0 ; 18 HTdhe p2Allls,t Nor 4 h0 CaWiol IliTimam 1T..t hVvenne
North Carolina Infantry i n(Jdehfef eORsOdlrp, W8®B,; WaHesbo&yEd
A Band of B@artans

2Dougl aReode with3Broashvad Nbf L h #40ar;olLiamBbert & Suder ow,
Battle of HatcheRésoRUrRCcOiIi 645 B®Rv DuMmm@enygGarnyy t o
Appomati1b®x; Greinggal ,Jollebs Pegr am

“SherTrhiel 1221st Nor 4#DrCiafeord sthaand Sec8nd; MaAleyTlh&bth Rai f or
North Carolina CaAaHirygt o my(ttheefdfCRrosd re,MRaNcCh ar2zd 0B.) , Wi8I3Il; i ¢
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project. Like any prudent general, Grant accepted the advice of his subordinate closer to the
situation. Given their military relationship, there is the suspicion that Grant could claim credit
for any successes while having Meade available as a scapegfzsiures.

Upon reflection, Grantodés initial pl an app
earlier, a similar Union force had ventured to Belfield during the Applejack Raid, destroying
the Weldon Railroad along the way. They had found Belfield-feeiified ard defended by
artillery positioned at Hicksford across the river. The Federals had quickly deemed the
position too formidable to attack and withdrew. This proved a wise decision, as a Rebel force
under A. P. Hill headed for their rear. Yet, despite thieméexperience and lucky escape,
Grant proposed a similar venture. It is unclear how long he had contemplated this raid; it

seemed rather i mpromptu. | nt rnotgngafthigl vy, Gr ant
offensive?*

It is doubtful that Greggb6s cavalry coul d
support. As Meade pointed out, the Confedera
Hi cksford across the river Furthermoent!l Roo
joined the smal.l Rebel force and artillery g
Feder al high command. This force would have
| f Meade had foll owed Gr antndscooulidgihnaavie pnheatn ,

cal a*fni t y.

Grant was desperate to do something! The
Leed and his soldiers occupied, and thus | es
mi ssion also suited Grantds temperament, as
However, February was notoriously a bad ti me
conditions made | arge troop movements extren
Hat cher 6s Run was the only Civil Warramta@s | e
correspondence demonstrates his belief that
Bel field represented a vital military goal
Grant6s aim for the offensiad bnvohee@ooapstu
Rail road, essenti al Rebel communication arte
di spatches planning the offensive. The false
Grant6s desire to keeaptekabedupi edhwet emaeeh
Wafer, a 2nd Corps® acting brigade surgeon.

With much shorter distances to travel and
Meadeds revised plan to intercept the Rebel
ri sks. However, It o still i nvol ved leyn d2a8n, g0elr0i n

men) supporting the cda@hal r2yndr Liod psf ad ,sD0 ; atdr

“Trud®lhe ,Las,t ZBHadBémndnal, Ned®3io9r s
“Daugltrray, Cav20lRE2(2: 1092,

Wi | I i amCH.viPr iWae ( PHainrdfbaoxo,k -6/&;, HERO&10iAs SuMgeWaf ém, t he
of the,P&€btemgt A. Wells, ed..34 Montreal, Canada, 2008)
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probabdegfeedéd strategic crossings of Hatche
that sustbhalael afgensi ve would need to yield s
public and politicians. |l nter@stanhghygr ™Mbade
mentioned that cavalry commander Gregg had r
apparently content for him to spearhead the

With plans completed and orders and suppl
Petersburg sector would soont bedmee dae.maN o nan
carnage about to unfold.
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The Union cavalry column snaked sout hward
Garyobés Church, and headed for Reamsdds Statio
emotions. Hi s resignation from the army, ten
r dtiication. Yet here he rode, | dadiaggki sawvat
force passed Reamsdés Station between 7:00 an
continued south on Halifax Road floorneadsf ew mi
Crossing towards Maloneo6s®Bridge, spanning R

CNRY WS NJz
tflhy]l w2l

NEAAAy

n aiESaH

bdi I Y 6HSrNdio
Map 2. 1: Movement of D. Greggbs Cavalry, Feb]

Scuffle at Mal onebs Bridge

At around 10:00 a.m., the Yankees encountered enemy videttes about one mile from
Mal oneds Bridge. Upon seeing the approaching
joined their compatriots occupying a line of earthworks on the opposite side of Rowanty
Creek, dismantling the bridge behind them as they crossed. The leading 13th Pennsylvania
Cavalry dismounted and deployed on either side of the road. They advanced, dislodged the
Confederates from their workand quickly repaired the bridge. Gregg callgdthe mounted
2ndPennsyl vania Cavalry, J. Greggbs brigade,
hastily made for their horses and scattered in every direction, losing one officer and 15 men
capturech?

®Har ol dOMHe n@qgod (R gitmernta, CahR¥4dbd,1-68B8®K0), 190;

20R46/ 1:16%, ®&ed Good,Rd@iOmemt vi dette is a mounted se
picket Iline.



The Confederates in question belonged to
Based at their comfortable winter quarters a
turns going on picket duty some 3f0ormisd evwse rteaol

days held little appeal for Leeds cavalrymen
13th Virginia Cavalry watch.

Rebel Pvt. Oscie Crump recalled how they
when the Federals charged. Upon discovering
fell back, but they soon returned.i Rbaneg Le
(30 yards). The Yankees managed to repair th
for half a mile across an open field. Crump
Confederates out of a total ody 3l00ostOth2rmerg

captdred.

Confederate AdjXmetnts admernofE.t Ce ofkleeei ng R
to Petersburg from an inspection tour at Bel
there Asuddenly appear egr asagwe roalc hsicnagt taetr e du | cl
evidently steampmdprdt ol §hbi mot hat @Aa strong f
suddenly attacked the small regi ment on pick
[ Rooney] Lee, who chanced to be there inspec
routedt ohavéederal s. Later in the afternoon,
Rooney Lee. Rooney informed him, | aughing, t
nearly been stampeded for the firsti malmeofin
great power, 0 had whirled round after the en
the field. o As he narrated this story, Capt.
Dandridge (both of Rooneyoas rotuaafdfe)d rbod ee nlepmya
cavalrymen, they had narrowly avoided captur

Dandridge went on to describe a most unus
stumbled upon some foot soldiers clad in dar
|l i ke regul ar Yankee uniforms, and tllead mermrrca
these soldiers and why Federal infantry woul
beckoned him forward. Dandridge nervously ap
The men were a battalion of €oafEddemnalk imaar
steam it up the James River to City Point (C
Petersburg forces), and destr ey Groaurtpeibs kt wpn
At orpedoesd hidden in woods nearby. Their mi
remarkably, they had traveled to this spot w

Robert KheKBt hbhkVi r(diymiceh b@awal WA, The 8180t, h 4\8i,r gb@iivae rGa
Dani el TrLheBal3tohurVi flgy mdé¢ b Cay,.al VA, GO&BYal #4243 .Daughtry

“Born into a promiclemtEvtiengi Qo akd awmasd ya novelist writ
and 1886. Rel ated to JEB Stuartés wife, (the sister o
Run) he had served with thwawnt tdumiam@otsieendwarmat@&@nadfWwa s

%John E.WeGQodkieg, gBeithg Mermyonal Portraits,NSwenes and
York, 1&&7) Dab@mdiyawwg] i2e4r3.



marines | ater deserted and not¥®fied the Fede

o

! a1} ‘\A‘ ....f: ki
Adj. John E. Cooke Capt. Robert E. Lee Jr.

wi kiedia.org al chetron
MeanwhhkeFederal cavalry continueda WwWaet t

sout h si det aifl .GQreeactk iGatter |l y col d weat her and
they passed deserted Confederate camps but n
Cavalry remained behi¥Wd to guard Mal oneds Br

Di sappointment at Dinwiddie CH
Rooney Lee gathered his scattered -Rebel s

200 troopers) somewhere along Stony Creek. D
CH, betweem®O0l:pO0On., only to discover idaal argel
intelligence underpinning the entire raid ha
13th Pennsylvania Bavafew oécahkbednéempdit hgr B
wagons numbering 25, with 100 mulhes, offdgeteh e
(one of them having in his pAodhsesdirgn od rtenlee
New York Cavalry, Davieso6s brigade, describe
enemy was surprised, and 40 men including a
%CookVearing qf EBF7e AGriaryamo was a ship modified to ram
using probes tipped with an explosive device (ter med
ships had tried and spectacwlasrel yatf & iilt ¢gd Ptoo nd e s tnr avyh att
battle of Trentdés Reach. The sabotage mission stumbl e
desire to strike at the heart of the Union PrtWrsburg
Donnelly, fAA Conf edeMialtiet aN@wv yA fIF @{eBres mms sHjoeple9 604 ) , Vol . ~
73 8.

SOR46/ 1: 366, 369; HNsHlloeg yD.ofPrt eret drew RYeogrikmedtta toef Mbda wanlt
( New York, 1892), 240.
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wer e caperugsadht s am H. Bentz and John Rosser
Cavalry, J. Greggbs brigade, | ater received
CH58

As originally ordered, David Gregg fanned
damage they could achieve. The 16th Pennsylyv
Road, with the 8th Pennsylvania Cawnalylwasne at

Cavalry scouted out the Stony Creek Station
only a few more prisoners &nd wagons added t

The Author Outside Dinwiddie CH, 2024
David Lambert

Lieutenant Samuet. Cormany of the 16th Pennsylvania Cavalry recalled their
northern sortie, capturing ten mule teams, an ambulance, and 25 Rebels. For his part,
Cormany, with 20 Yankees, chased after some Rebel scouts wearing Federal overcoats.
Cormany and a colleague (sianily clad to the Rebels) hailed their enemy hanging around a
barn while the remainder of Cormanyds party
tentatively approached. Cormany pretended to be looking for his Mosby colleagues, to which
his adversary rdjed that his party was not with Mosby but were North Carolina scouts.
Enticed to come nearer, the Rebel obliged. When less than 75 yards away, Cormany sprung
the trap. The hidden Yankees revealed themselves, pointing their carbines at the lone

®CooMMearing qf 5ibdVegIGr Oy v al i2e4rd; cl ai medl®ROonhegopheers] e
ORA 6/ 1: 368L0tPr eRBaginment2 400f. @®dwaMirdfdi e was and remains
Di nwi ddi e Coesutnotryy. clTchuer tthboouse was built in 1851 and wa
The ARebel mail 6 referred to was a foGemaer anli |Ortdaerrys dN
11, Army of the Potomac, March 8, 1865. Phil adel phi a,

®“Han@ne Good, RdlgiMpehifthe Cor ma,nys5lD@REGI/ s 370 .
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Confederate who duly surrendered. Cormany displayed his uniform insignia and stated his
name and rank. He discovered that the Rebel was Adjutant Cook of the 24th North Carolina.
After a brief exchange, Cormany ordered two men to escort the captured lodii&eio the
regiment while he and the rest charged up to the barn to see who else they could catch.
However, they only found a man of color who informed them that the Rebels had left ages
ago, heading back towar ds Pe treturnedtatheg . Di sapp
regiment.
In one of the other patro&gt. Joseph Bell and Cpl. Henry Hawkins, 8th
Pennsylvania Cavalry, J. Gregg®s brigade, he

o .

Lt. Samuel E. Cormany CoI.WiIIiam:]. Clarke
The Cormany Diaries page 498 findagrave.com
Details of what D. Greggb6s troopers captu

according to Meadebs of f i cli8Bwdgonsangsd prisgners, he Fe
i ncludi ng Anevespapeoreporhcerfirmeéd Adjutant Oliver Cook's capture (as

Cormany noted) and revealed that the captured colonel was William J. Clarke. Both these

officers came from the 24th North Carolina, whattthe time belonged to Brig. Gen.

Matt hew W. Ransomdés Brigade of Maj. Gen. Bus
Confederate FourtBorps$?

Mo hThe Cor many5mDé6 €oi esJohn S. Mosby and his 47th Vir
t

Confederate guerrilla force. Their daring exploits an
surprising for Cormany to have Moabedofi ulmitdhemi mar tlhn e
Warrenton in a region known aRaMgebyRBasaBehf eldet acNC, V
General Orders No. 11.

Lambert & Suderow, fAThe ORaG/tl £l DBy Hmd eyh,e ridSp eRwing |0 RBeb
Phil adePlAjei &E&nqgukelkr9, 1865. Colonel Wi lliam Clarke ha
before receiving a serious wound at Drewrydés Bluffs o
recuperation when captured at Dwanrwa dadn de waHs rCd laeraksee dwe

Wil liam N. Rose, fiThe 24thti Rtegn imexnntqgfo time WaeveralCl Re &
from North Carolin#&b5 iBnVbhe. Gf€at dwwvhobmg§adNGE@m B90 Powe?2
William Jbhaot iComaky of Nor(tGhaCmelolHinlal ,BiMNdg,r alphh®wv9) , Un

Car ol i Ma& PRrda sas, CrAo wHiisntsohriye lodf, .2H®& . First Regi ment


about:blank
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The Confederate Defenders
Recently arrived from the Shenandoah Vall

t he ANVOGs extreme right. Hi s meager force of
Rail road, Boydton Plank Road as farnssauth as
Armstrongdés Mill and Dabneydos Mill to the so
Burgessos Mill along White Oak Road. Pegr amo
Di nwi ddi e CH, where the plank road.i Magmosect
William P. Cooper, 31lst Virginia, recalled h
scouting north along the plank road) made a

within | mil e of Pegrambs treakdagfufamd red&s .b rCiad d
in pursuit of the YanRee cavalrymen, but to

Greggbs Cavalrymen Head for Home

With no more Confederate supply wagons to
returning to Union lines. Colonel Knowles reported that his brigade remained at Dinwiddie
CH for about an hour. Other accounts stated that following a short rest, at é&fopir3:,
t he cavalrymen headed back towards Mal oneoés
Rowanty Creek offered vital fresh water for both troopers and horses alike.

At 4:20 p.m., Gregg sent dispatches to Warren and Meade informing them of his

daydés adventures. He reported that Boydton P
route and detailed how few wagons and prisoners he had captured. Only one Rebel regiment
had opposed his advance. Gregg had | earned t

and the remaining Confederate horsemen remained miles away at Belfield, confirming earlier
intelligence. Gregg added that a Rebel courier had allegedly passed throwgthdi to
summon the cavalry at Belfield. Before leaving Dinwiddie, he had sent a party to the
Hargraves house to contact the 5th Corps, but they were not there, although he had since
communi cated with Warren. He nowewvwoelhded back
bi vouac and awai t f uTherbaelsaresa badktiasmy bommmanden a d d i
scarcel y®get along. o

We rejoin D. Greggbs cavalry in chapter 7
safety.

Anal ysis

Within 12 hours of commencement, Grant 0s
There were no bounti ful Confederate supplies
recei ved, it was outdated. At | east,ndthanks
made this discovery at Belfield, 40 miles fu
politicians and the public would receive suc

provedfiowaeldked.

2Sher2rlisltl ,North4G0&roMilea DHeof tEndArTWeo Bdelt] Vi,rgi ni a 1| n
CSAScotts Valley, CAto2easW@P)rusdsdm:m,n BMAD maaknesr,

8Samuel HThéMeCampaigns of the Fin(PorMbiame p8BMBR FilBSH) D
46/ 21a0R@6/ 1: 371.



It is il luminating to consider the speed
approxi mate, according to the evidence, it t
Reamsdés Station and then three hours to trayv
rel atively sl ow and probably reflects the poc
However, they only took two hours to cover t
wonders how |l ong it would have takemowhem to
much rations and ani mal forage that would ha



Chapter 3

Gouverneur Warrenods Story
February 5,4:3800@.an. m.

Four hours after Greggbs cavalry vacated
(17,000 men) | eft their basSeosl daserSu nadcaryo sdsa w ni
5th Corps regimental camps south of Petersbu
3: 00 a.m. as camps burst into |ife, preparin
stayed to guard the basesquiifepmestanad smostdot
The retention of ©pickets andvettheer ain iYgmtk emasr d
forthcoming operation would be brief.

Each 5th Corps soldier experienced his ow

face the unknown. I n this mass of humanity,
was destined to march near the back ef, the <c
Lt. Benjamin Huey, was so sick he couldnét g
such a bad cold he could hardly speak above
spotted Maj. Gen. Warren ridingrdéisi ghdt lgatay
fighting would occur. Nor did it escape the

begin on ®%he Sabbath.
The divi s@Geonn. oRonMayjn. B. Ayres | ed the way,

Charles Griffiabd @giecesonf aetillery (with
each cahesoMajj. Gen. Samuel W Crawfordods di
rear, @omgirsatiinmg of half the Corpsdé ambul anc
and 56 wagons heavily |l oaded wilhhed osqaqgadand
of tai 6tkkavalry underi nCafprtoonvtihdlscg 8@axon rode
The Union infantry traveled south down Ha
Wel don Railroad. The sun rose, bringing a br

Booth, 140t h Ne v eYoutki,f wlecddyl efdor action, wi
sufficiently frozé&n to enable dry marching.

0R46/ 1: 253; Nlinver snogmed 3lB3gs Odsher data suggests a 5th
men (Griffinds and Ayreso6 divisions, 4,Gbuegamchirand C
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(London, UkK22 1888), 221
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for action. He called upon his | ead brigade,
the crfssing. o

|| _i-@K S\NBzy
t SAK
I v
| e 5}
N N v dzk J SNJ
\ & w2 R
\ &

aAtss bai | Y oo al BBy S NA RIS ¥
Map 3. 1: Movement of Warrenb6s-5500 @omps, Febr

Accounts of what occurred next are contr a
that BGwygn Gemt forward the 190th and 191st

However, these regiments had consolidated mo
Richard. E. McBride wrote a detailed account
to the unit as the 190th Pennsylvania, commar

McBride recall ed rtéhaad h evch etnh @ hrei d geg,i memdy
cavalrymen kept a |ively fire just ahead and

190t h forward to skirmish. Excitedly, they c
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the enemy. Before the regi mentds rear had | e
through the open field. AThey | ooknedVleirke a

the field, yelling | ike madmen.toh Hocwee v eAr ,s otl
at the front stepped upon it, but it instant

AJust the top of his head stuck out above th
expeditiously as possi bway wad Bwbanddeadob c
Some Pennsyl vanians appeared with axes an

which to cross. The rest of the regiment, ar
keep the Rebels down behind their ovoome&s, pre
down, Yankees soon began scrambling across.
over and charged the Rebel position. As mor e
surrendered while others fleds MscBrli5devowintded
one or f'wo killed.

The above account ignored the 4th Del awar
Their recollections presented a different st

Pennsyl vanians advanced as skir mi slhaewasr ebaunts w
then charged across the water and routed the

bayonets, as they obviously didndét | oad thei
ti me afterward. One of 't hevierd aaf fsiecveerrse, whaujn.d
fight. Two Del aware soldiers, among the firs
testi mony. l ndeed, both received a Medal of

although over 100 yards separated their deed

BIEEEr e e e e R S e
Ayresod6 Division Fighting Across Rowanty Cre
A.W. Warren Sketch, Harper's Weekly, February

Lieutenant David E. Buckingham commanded
4t h Del aware | ine; the movement f#Aby the righ
As they passed Maj. Gen. Ayres, thei.r divisi
KenlYou are expected to carry the bridge if 'y

“"™McBridet he ®B4BKkS

72 i NnACQuaken, Of fi ccéleniry Ghet Gr opl| Wahtahhd esdtt o nDe ISCwa

Just
2013), 127. Two shots struck Maj. Kent, one splinteri



men broke -gqot okamdoohl and came under fire. T
t hey went down the road with Maj. Kent ridin
destroyed bridge, they moved al ong tnheen )b a nokn.
top of the meadow and protected by trees, po

Confederat es.
Buckingham di smounted and gingerly steppe

feet from the shore. 1t broke under his weig
However, soon beyond his depth, he began to
ammand hi m. Reaching the bank, he clutched a
situation. Harvey Durnall, John Bradford, an
up to their waists, but, discovermeg ®™MhAe.str
Kent was severely wounded while urging his h
the stream in that area, Buckingham didnot f
in the icy water for r eiuntfeosr,c ehnee nwtasi.t eFdo.r at

Further upstream, his regimental <coll eagu
i ce. Buckingham soon heard them charging the

the rest fleeing; the Yankees had gseéeceur éad st h
clothes beside a roariffg fire his compatri ot

Capt. S. Rodmond SmithDavid E(pBsd¢hkviamgham
wi ki medi a cmohs. org

Captain S. Rodmond Smith, commander of Co
events as foll ows. Hi s company halted about
the bridge had been destroyed, withkReBel s e
Pennsyl vania regi ment, presumably the 190t h,
crossing. After some heavy firing, the Rebel
B“Walter F. Beyer &eCkudavVdtwrKmydetaneHeroes ;Won the M
Hi story of seocRRnCoWatsyin Personal Remi ni scences and R

who were Rewarded by Congress for MoiseoindcohsepHtgbhuSeAs
and in Arct,i c2 Exoll 9o.r a(t D eotnréoiiotn,e eMls, wle9r0e5 )s,p elc:ida8 .y tr ai
each brigade that undertook engineering and construct



Smith stated, fAour regiment, with Major D. H
service and i mmedi ately moNla dgroownnd hwag oaldi
rolling and open farmland, except for a thin
some cover. Under heavy fire but somewhat pr
regi ment to the righmoohtetdeKdpsttoyed boi g
across the river, but he was soon shot and c
stream and seeing the depth of the water, th

move sl owl ketepitnlge urmpi ahtori*sk fire on the ene

Swi mming the Fr
Deeds of Va

ozen Rowavotnyk sCrNeeeckk Bri dge 2024
Il or David Lambert

Two or three hundred feet farther to the
projecting from the water; thinking this ind
command to follow him as he sprang ixto the
eet deep, he had to swim for it. Despite th
vercoat, and enemy bullets splashing around
tream. His men declined the invitation to e
eeking cover within the scattnertehde tirsd eesn.d Tbh
aking advantage of fallen | ogs and thicker
he oppoasnid ec asrhroireed t he enemyds entrenchment.
0O Rebels as the®rest quickly ran away.

I n retrospect, pockets of Union sol diers
egi ments | ikely managed to scramble across
rees. As Brig. Gen. Gwyn reported,nkfemhen th

O~ n n o —

— -

“Beyer &DKevdeDbf 1HBoONn/®rThe commanding status of Maj. K
established 4th DE commander was Lt. Col . Moses B. Gi
Gi st or Kent commanded the regi ment owunpfFlbed.t dbtei Meh
from a newspaper reveal i nd hteh aNi | Gii $tD Bvipausr Bdard t l@enadv e a t

St atesmabmruary 21, 1865). As senior commander, Kent ¢
promoted in Dec 1864; it was the first time Kent had
the end of Feb. Adding to the confusion, Gwyn erroneo

PAORAG6/ 1:284) .

“Beyer &DKevdeDbf 1HBo4n8c0r
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The bridge building was simple. Two trees at

were felled transversely across the stream b

upon which was constructed a solid bed of bol
However, they only complatéed!|l aesyurndy whpgoat
about 3% 45 p. m.

At 11:30 a. m., War r enrs tnaefsfs,a gvad] . MeGedne. 6 sA | ceh
report his progress, but the dispatch only a
overcome enemy resistance afto-dthreg Rorwlachge wvea w
need to be constructed. He added that he had

Warren thendemamdegr@aptai dEmmor B. Cope and the
ahead. They quickly reached Vaughan sRoaafdf ,and

who informed Cope that Gregg had pressed on
3:00 p.m., they made contact with el ements f

Back at the bridgehead, as fast as the re
nort hwest towards Vaughan Road, | ess than th
3:00 p.m. without encountering further Confe
Pearsonds brigade, Griffinbés division, obser

and Griffin, with their s30af fosf, saglpdioearcsh eddr ea
uni forms and asked them who aheg Wwkhkeg. waAr eol

Confederates (reported as cavalrymen). A squ
away, but not before a bullet? passed harmles

An unsourced modern account suggested t ha
alerted Col. John W Lea, one of Pegramds br
house, to Warrendéds advance. As Lea prepared
newsved raf a Federal strike at Armstrongdés M

movenient .

A 146th New Yorker with Brig. Gen. Freder
recall ed how the entire brigade had crossed
hurried forward to Vaughan Road. dheedrigmade
Quaker Road and Vaughan Road. Wi th no eviden
to prepare their dinners and dr®% out wuniforn

“BenrSeotots Ol d, MZPEwrHiI st ory4tddiichjhg2®@ 6/ 1: 23 ridg&r s
are the lightly | oaded |l ongitudinal beams in a bridge
fl oor beams.

O0OR46/ 20RDD/;1: 253, 258, 260.

81Mar sRamp g&Koly55t h Pennsyl van,i a2 2vb;l uQh aerelre Z oki.a vMcsK e
Undteme Mal t/Arstei eCtradm st ol hRppdomatlt dyprising,lign6llBVeStern Pe
Campaigns 155th PéPhnsybbangh;3RR4gfi médai1s8), CB8dk Diary 2
pagedl120jes4 (civilwardigital.com)

82SherTrhiel 1221st Nor#4®B2 Carolina

8Bennans of Ol 87Monroe
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As the Union regiments reached Vaughan Ro
previous dayods ocaweersed AQuakés Roadsi Gni ffin
Hargrave house, only three miles from Dinwid
west; and Crawfordodos division occupied a fie
junction withwaghbhaesaphitkledr neandy.

Regi ments towards the back of the 5th Cor
in the growitndg: 88r pbnexsss. Maj . -d®&raempa, i ni,n fD.r nGrde
Warren that they had reached Dinwiddie CH an
where they would bivouac for the night. Warr
MeadeoOoosfsdlhi.efSoon afterward, some Confederat e
Virginia Cavalry) unexpectedly apmdaryed and,
captured a couple of str&gglers and scampere

With darkness closing in,1&fmielresa, dwmeg 6s
temporarily take our | eave of t-beebthgCorps
campfires and prepare for some rest. Their s

tdat their dayoédés ex®rtions had not concluded.

Anal ysi s

This narrative contains a few gaps and i s
the Confederates defending the bridge. Eyewi
force in those entrenchments wouldhhakaveaus
expected 100 entrenched Rebels to inflict mo
Warren). The Yankees had to move across open
Al t hough McBride put the Fedekal |kedssés aopbul
that Union claims of 100 Rebel defenders wer
with repeating rifles, could have significan
Rodmond Smithoés e6l0aiCmo noffe sceappatoueraibringa ShOy per b ol
report mentf¥oned about 25.

The width of the Rowanty is a contentious
stream was 60 feet wide. However, other eyew
120 feet. The former estimate feeéeBtrelTativVve
swi my &r@dcsr oss an icy riVvV®r doesndt seem reali.i

The near shooting and capture of Warren a
menti on®R iTrhet md | eged Conf ederate horsemen v
cavalry patrol. Mounted upon his gray horse,

“0R46/ 1: 2D 6/25:0402.

8% ReiGd e e nL ektdt. e, r,s 10BAnGe/ 1: 2 OB 1 2T BGROG/;2: 401 .
8%0OR46/ 1:287.

¥McBridet he BRORIs6/ 1: 253.

880R4 6/ 1: 253 ;ThweatltdhSetwhs ,Pennsy R2Oa8niS®avnledn tOledr7sMonr oe
McBridet he R4BKkHiGutrotriys ,of t,he22M.t h Mi chi gan



The killing or capture of a Feder al corps co
would have provided the Rebels with a signif
l oss on the following twd .daylhnes thoadiitel teydasc dn ts
woul d have increased.

The next chapter describes the exploits o
Gen. Andrew Humphreys.



Chapter 4

Andrew Humphreysds Story
February 54:000@®.an m.

The third force in the Union offensive wa
Maj . Gen. Mi |l esdbs division remaining on the
pull ed out of their camps at 7: 00 &a&om.psan Su

The division of SBnyitgh. (Ge n6.0 7T hboknilai st BAe.s wa u d
foll owed by Maj. Gen. Gershom Mottds divisio
4tlh. S. Artillery under Capt. John W Roder , f
under Lt. J. Weblh Ndgwmes asddihecseppl! I n add
3rRlennsyl vania Cavalry under Maj. Frank W. H

as a screening force to prevent enemy vidett
foll owing®just behind.

Maj . Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys
civilwarphotos. net
Compared to Gregg and Warren, Humphreysoés

They had to pick up Vaughan Road and proceed
crossing (about four miles distant)fowdiah t
Armstrongods Mill. This movement would pl ace
protecting Boydton Pl ank pReacecnthHwnmgp hrhey Loox fre
from charging out of their positions and cut
supporting infantry from the main Union defe

®OR46/ 1: 19152224, 251
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Trobriand ordered the two regiments forward

down to Hatcher ds Run. The Rebels quickly ab
crossed the stream unchallenged buernbohewbdbth
the men had to jump from |l og to |l og. De Trob
stream on foot among his men One Bouccwl ¢clang
year ol d Capt. Emanuel Brallier, 110th Penns
Wher easbatt p@sdawards for enlisted men, Sgt

Gooderham both of t he 11 Oatche, twvheer ec ol otresd oans ti
wor Rs . 0o
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Map 4. 1: Union 2nd Corps Movements February
With the crossing sbDeec uTrreodb rbiya nadbdosu tmedn: 3q0u i a
the Confederate entrenchments. The rest of h
position from enemy attack, the Rebels havin

A

the Federal s Tcremhreira nadn da dviagnhctced Dee strong Un

2O0R46/ 1-4168B26 HHiocyar t he 40t h (2Mb&0ar tHo rRaecdeh mre. n 8Sth a w,
Mai ne Heavy -1Agq% ot elrgnd86RM& h alrd 0e3s) ,HH8 SWeog/rgya naf, t he 124
Regi ment Newlksnvgh, NYohA8EFH)GakP&, of Cambria Tovolty, P
(NY, 1926 Gen2rh22Drders No 11.



np

his | argest regiment, the 1st Maine Heavy Ar
should the enémy return in force.

Contesting t helaArcrmsetrrosn Rusn Mirlols si ng

As De Trobriandodés meddasehrzedst RenVauglsan n
di vision received orders to secure the equal
north. The division consisted of thadk,e briga
Col . Mathew Murphy, ankr o .t hGeo |Mc DForwaenlcli sh oEu. s
t hat order, they continued on Vaughan Road t
the right through twoonds .deldpa cahhmeeandt, oa 5P0e nnsyl
Lt. George W Ewingidrediatesawdy msdmeadResb&bhnike
westward, crossing Rocky Branch and approach
front of the ford, the Confederates occupied
covered with earthwemkg.atelde tRebel ggriead esdn f
Armstrong6s Mill anf the A. Armstrong house.

At 8: 30 a.m., Ol msteaddés | ead regiment, t
Col. Edmund Rice, went forward to support th
19th deployed to the right of the lAef tAr mshe o
remaining two companies advanced and engaged
fighting, they carried the works in front of
battle |Iines across the stream. TiThkeecbosmmawde
whil e his men tried to traverse the Run. Ric
and B under Lt. Joseph E. Hodgkins went to r
t he dgouwibclke and reached rtyhe ap d shiotuigdhn Cwintf reaetr a
thickly about them. They got Lt. Tibbetts ba
only received his promotion from sergeant ma
l ost Pvit. Roberet oPtihkeer km¥ nl ewlo u nadnedd .t hr e

The 19th Maine, commanded by Lt. Col. Jos
he Massachusetts men. Two companies of skir
ut of view from the Rebel rifle pitTshepositi
est of the regiment slowly crossed the stre
cross, the Maine soldiers rushed the Rebel
rom their rifle pits, which ht Ma i Yhaen kreeensa iinnena
uard the crossing as the rest of Smythoés di
f battle beyond the A. Armstrong house. | n

BOR46/1:192, 227. Despite the name, this Heavy Artil]l
the Union withdrew many Heavy Artillery regiments fro

“OR46/ 16463215, 22D, 222Hi Etoeygt olbl. tWMaiststdcthuRegi ment
Vol unt eet 8 6L 1Bfgenatlreym. BA5,7.19M6)moving to the right of V
if Smythdéds men used a trail, an old cart track, or op

®WaiHitstodr y he 19t Bb5HRY6 mein@ 15



West Virginia (comprised of only four compan
across the stream as one of th® first regi me

Thus, by around 10: 30 a.m., the Federal s,
strategic crossings of Hatcherds Run and inc

Armstrongo6s Mil|l
A Frank Leslie painting (1894) depicting fighting at the mill during the October 1864 battle.
(wi ki medi a. or g)

The Confederate Perspective
The Confederates guarding the two crossin
from Brig. Gen. Robert D. Johnstonds Brigade

Col. Lea, commander of the 5th Nortt ht hGear ol i n
bat%lLleea. had strict orders to fAimove without de
cross Hatcher 6s Run, 0 such was the importanc
dawn, cavalry videttes reported to Lédanthat

Road. He got the brigade under arms and marc

®0OR46/ 1: 215, 22ZhelJahimtbD.r ySmift t,he 19t h Rdgia®emns of Ma
(Minneapol i s,68IN,The 0r991,e 26f4 t he 7th WV in securing t
mentioned in any other account. Pierce claimed they c
00

h

which is t | atae rtad ifviet. tThhe sc smmaddnsusegn ment was equi
use i n suc an advanced role was possible.

Many accounts overlook the absence of Brig. Gen. Joh
Hatcherdés Run, 0 39; Lambert, iRebel Units and Command

his friends as # Giaracteeof some ndtariéityn Wdurdad awtte battla of Williamsburg

1862, he had been found and cared for by none other than George Custer (then a Federal lieutenant), an old

West Point friend. During his recuperation at a nearby house, Lea fell in lova déthghter of the family

household and they were married three months later. Custer frequently visited Lea during his convalescence and
was a groomsman at the weddi ng.EmPrgingiCeil WaDmling s, A Br ot he
October 25, 2011Brothers at Bassett Hall | Emerging Civil War
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a few hundred yards of the stream, Lea saw h
crossings were under Yankee control. Lea for
Armstrongdés Mill across Hatcher®s Run, but n

News of the Union offensive, particularly
Vaughan Road crossing, reached Robert. E. Le
church in Petersburg. Lee rushed Heasck At.o Phi s
Hi | | (Third Corps commander), Maj. Gen. Gord
Evans (a Second Corps divisional commander)
di vi sional commander). The advancel,oO0OHumphr
yards of the main Rebel works defending thei
route would have particularly troubled the R

A. P.CoHi.llJohn W. fiGimleto Lea
wi ki pedia. org

Around 2: 00 p. m., Lee sent a brief messag
announcing that at 11: 00 a.m., the Federals
to meet them. There is no record of what tra
robmgi posterity of any insight into the Rebel

Confederate high command appeared to have de
resp¥dnse.

%Leads battl|l ORr Sppphaethsohe bhethe few Rebel accounts,
act iJamse.t B. HewBetptp,| eenenal to e¢de. Of ficial Regords of
100 Vols. (Wil200d)onyoNGCA719p49gaBGRB OBt Sdibes il |,

21st NortshO6BarToHed nlast NC Sharpshooter Battalion serve

Pegrambés sector. Leads brigadii ctoampire s edf ftilve DJNCveragl
Nort h Cabwvolliumae, ant hol ogy, none of their accounts di sc
®Susan NPemdieres of Wil | i(aRrh iNled seolnp Piean,d | 1e&3n), 389. The
often mentioned in modern Hatcher 6s Run narratives, 8
Pendl eton Lee was the daughter of Majr. m®esnt. d¥R Itlhiea nwaF
46/ 1:381; Richmond received Leebs message at 2:45 p.n
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Humphreysdéds Troops Consolidate Their Positio
At 3:00 p. m., eAaldPe cxvaemma n@reantM a progress
activities. He noted the captulM@ret AmachevReéebD
occurred simultaneously at different | ocatio

describ® in turn.

Linking up with Warren

Br i

Back at theH¥adauoubpkbadbsRRad crossing, the br
g. Gen. George W. West (Mottds division)

constructed two bridges,atondeatdetrred icrtosdsaimng
south. The | atter bridge was sufficiently st
Pennsyl vania Cavalry crossed as soon as cons
down Vaughan Road. West2: @Ov d miriossBhb itidghgea cca& mae a

beg
Tr o
str
str

di v

an entrenching to the |l eft of the road wi
briandbdbs men entrenched on the right of t
eam, creatGapgt aai nf oRad ef-pg'eesdnbhatccecyoebeti2ov
engthen the position.

With commaaiti alaltiisomed across the Run, corp
i sion commander Mott arrived to inspect t

down Vaughan Road, take possession of the Da

hou
and
cav
hou
He s
s ki
Run

s e, aonndt ascett wipt c Warrends 5th Corps near
105th Pennsylvania (seconded from West s
alry, who had already engaged R&«kgls picke
se retired into some woods after exchangi
s6s cavalry and the 105th Pennsylvania ad
rmi shing, they formed a pickeatr IGrmesedrdd n
at arond 3: 00 p. m.

These brief confrontations with Rebels we

repbpyt2: 00 p.m., Pegram had brought up the r

f ac

i ng Armstrongé6s Mill . While extending the

Road, a squadron of Yankee cavalrhreeaddemélys

fro
sur
bri

Est

Col

m the 20th North Carolina. Tar Heel Pvit.
render and had his cap sabered from his h
gade . . . retired®fas rapidly as they had

ablishing a Feder al Line West of Rocky Br
Once across the Armstrong6s Mill ford, Ma
Mur phy and Col . Ol mstead in a dogleg fo

MOoR46/ 2: 400

VYOR4G6/ 16864192, 224, 227, 235. The 40th NY was the re
captured five Rebels in these actions.

O0R3:804.
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and Hatcher 6s Run on the | eft The men quick
Pierceds brigade acted as a reserve and went
Mur phyodés battle | ine between the two Ar ms
flank secured to Rocky Branch. The 1st Del aw
Mur phyos extreme right The 182nd New Yor k s
Armst oaslgh.ils regi ment was formed in March 18¢
York State National Guard Artiliery (NYSNGA)
bdi | Y oH3Ndio \
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2 Feder al Positions Around Hatcher 6s

Ol msteadds
on Hatcher 6s
the | eft was
the right The
Massachusetts

men formed a | ine facing north
Run and its right flank connect
184th Pennsylvani a, 3bBrtkh oM scon
7t h Michigan, 1st Minnesota (¢
served as®™pickets in front of

Christopher
Mur phy, an i
renaming of
69t h NYSNGA
houses.

M. Garcia, fAThe
mportant member of
the regi ment caused
name. The Armstrongs

Forgotten 68%.hoMatMh éw Tl
the 1 rish NEehwe York Con
gr eatOR its geettiad fneeadt it chr
were a significant f

214. The
presented

14O0R4 6/ 1:
Pierce
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stimony. I nformation f

regi mental seq
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Smyth placed two sections of -ptoluendleQt hr i Md «
Parrott cannons) commanded by Lt. Mi |l brey Gr
ground behind the Union |Iine. This provoked
Feedrals did not reply, 1t being evident that
14t h Connecticut, commanded by Lt. Col. Samu
battery. These cannons would featdre promine

N ps e X OGEANIK XD

cdc b g b il

& ViK b mplpk MmcinK mTiK vl S
S @NI b, b, b, d A
S a dzNL1JK &

S {61
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Map 4.hE: Federal Line West of Rocky Branch, Feb

I n the early afternoon, division commande
(Ol msteadds brigade), 69t h Pennsylvania, and
brigade) across Rocky Branch to make contact
Brg. Gen. Robert McAIlIlisterdés brigade. These
Mc Al | i st 6« :10i0ne.. m., Pierce sent his 12th
roads. The men resented being the only outfi
the next two hours in the freezindeaogl da,ndl ay
supply wagons access to the front. Meanwhi |l e
earthworks to ptotect their new |ines.

Despite being within 1,000 yards of the R
occurred throughout the early afternoon, apa
1OR46/ 1-2222Jo0ohn Thhhei BH bFriyngé, the Tenth Massachusetts B
War of t he8 &BIg&lolsitoom , MA, 1909), 382

MOoR46/1:212,214. The 20th MA was the famous Harvard r
Harvard University such as Oliver W Hol mes. However,
former self The 106th PA only had three compani es.

WOR46/ 1: 222 ;ToLdGregado/rseéb,u,r g2 G5 ;tHi \Baciptoey,d R é g it ,ined 5.89.
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occasi onal Confederate cannon fire. Shortly
Ol msteadbés brigade, recalled seeing a | arge
of ficer goi-ggi ak tbeadsmbl k Aremde uVYamk edde r ect
pickets from Companies A and B. The Federals
the shelter and i mmedi ately opened a terribl
afterward, the whol e MassachtuhseetResb erlesg,i mema
declined to contest the matter further. Acco
made weak attacks on the | eft of his |line, p
Smyth regarded these @i tah¥eiinghtf or possi bl e

Establishing a Feder al Line East of Rocky Br

With the brigades of De Trobriand and Wes
final brigade in Mottdés division, commanded
battle I ine east opl o &y YHOBsba i cglm.rd @M calclrloissst ear
|l eading past the Tucker house, his right f1l a
received orders from Humphreys to build brea
them toward the mar sh onl atnhkei nrgi gahttt atcok .p rAesv edn
above, Smyth sent three regiments from his d
Mc Al Il i ster placed the remaining section of t
Day commanding, behyindghibkel whnele Afékd anodyv
with the roads and swamps in his fr#¥nt and r

Sergeant Marbaker, 11th New Jersey, recal
Mc Al |l i sterds inspections. While directing th
of a Feder al maj or approached McAIIlister and
of ficer. o When McAIIlister asked why he hadn
we-aFr med. McAIIlister replied, Aso are you, 0O a
he commanded the pickets in hisbésjloDivigbon,
responded McAIlIlister and thought no more of
a query about the picket deployment, the maj
that the mysterious maj or emaayf theav & hbee eva ra hRaa
Mc Al |l i ster met with Rebel Second Corps Comma
about the battle, McAIIlister asked Gordon if
to spy on his positiomndi dGoordon replied, Amos

Il n anot her postwar conversation, Lt . uU. B
di visi on, |l earned from Lt. Thomas G. Jones o
staff rode out to inspect the pickeWithneheld
guns pointed at the Feder al party, Lt. Jones

OR46/ 1-1212Waistttor y of t,he3518.t hA Riergeidnoeunbtt 6 i s an encl o
constructed to defend a position from attack from any

WOoR46/1: 2DRA6/1DARBHZO0 BAI 8eavaemtgt,ers from a Young Civi
Mary S. O6Shaughnessy, ed (Madison, NJ, 2012), 191.
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|l ooks too honest to be shot down | i ke a dog.
woul d have survived. Gordon corroborated the
Mc Al Il i ster. An Al abama newspaperr domc dhu mts ed If g
watching on through a fiel glass, that gave

In the early afternoon, corps commander H
Mc Al |l i sterd6s positions. Based on past exper.i
bet ween Union divisions, -SHmymphh rierytse 1f fed d¢ e ,t hvad
pr obabl e focus of any enemy assault. Al ar mini

enough men to stretch from the swamp securin
l eft. Thi sofcrseeavteedala hguanpdr e dAfytaerrd sc oinf etrird nign i

Army Commander Meade at about 2: 00 p. m., Hun
commander Maj. Gen. Mil es (who had remained
gui ckly semndea tsot rroeng elvrei gMc Al | i st er 6s right

slide | eft and conMeteswhabtBEmytbBésatdifwvoir$ihoB
Ramseyo6s brigédde of 1,100 men.

S

Lt. T«hohmads G. JBneg. Gen. Robert McAIIliste

Al abama Dept. of Archives and History
Regi ment al commander Col . Wi lliam L. Mi nt
brigade, recalled marching about two mil es t
south of and parallel to Squirrel devVwedkeroad
house around 4: 00 p. m. Meanwhi | e, Mott sent
soon be relieved by Brig. Gen. Ramsey, thus
connect with the right of wSnmyetrh' sMcdAil Viissitoenr O0&
not mention Mottodés orders. McAIlIlister cl ai me

MOMar badki esrtqdr y he 11th Ne 7-28Titsee yMpVICmmme ewe Oictt ober 5,
18 7Tlh,omas GWi Kiomedi a

LOR46/ 1: 192 ORAB/52: 2DF.; Minl ehsi sc lraeipnoerdt ,t o have received
|1

which cannot be correct as they were relieving McA i


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_G._Jones

po

gave him a telegram from corps commander Hun

from his position. At the same ti me, Ramsey
obeyed the or dergeanned asle,ntCahpits. aldojhunt aPnt Fi nk el
headquarters for further orders. Mc Al | i ster
position, claiming that his ord®r mentioned

At about 3:30 p.m., Mott frustgearndrngll yt Hea
on being relieved, he had massed his command

instantly ordered him back to telalp MceAlweiesnt e
Ramsey's brigade and Smyth's ddevamp onhCamt hi s
Moore) to ensure McA®Iister executed the ord

Brig. Gen. John
Library of Congr

Since noon, as reports arrived at his hea
concerned about the exposed natMeaeade fo rHuaemrpehd
9t h Corps commander Maj. Gen. John G. Par ke

division (3,200 officers and men) from the P
a reserve fr Humphreys.
With the Feder al l i ne east of Rocky Branc

hastily deployed some pickets to his front.
towards the right to reach the swdmd,t.a Toapl
this gap, McAlIlister hastily moved his rear
l eft flank, to the right flank to |ink up wi
significant consequenes of this minor adjus
20R46/1: 208, 224, T8e&; CRobhér WaMc Aleltit ersr ofamenelr.al F
Robertson, ed. (New Brunswick, NJ, 1965), 581.

BORA6/ 1: 224,
WOR46/ 2-08PRE6/ 1: 193.

50R46/ 1-1213B038 MaHbstodédry he 11th New ZRG@ s&8ptWokhet déhs |
Heavy Artillery and 116th PA threw some pickets out t
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Feder al Line East of .Rocky Br anct

battle involved numerou
sensus exists, some details ar
sight is disappointiem@s ®uwen
he Confederacy, Pegramds divVvi s
them. The Federals easily secu
ss than thr eeConi.l eLse asdesp ahreaatdeqdu
house. Leabs report showed tha
hol ding the c¢cr ossDensgpsi tfel ed bef
arthworks behind a stream, the
me ar mevd moirtal er eapneoantgi rt dh er icfoll es
significant factor contributd.i
s e liune ds ucrtfoesnsdienrgisn.g t hese va

hours following their capture
ace the Federals around Hatche
sponsibility for prmotheacd i Nng BoO
i nconvenience to any of the a

of t he

raphical Dictionar y-18fg§ 3tohned oAnme rUKc,a n
220.
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Tabl eUndi.olnn. Casualties in Securing the Two Hatche
Regi men Briga: Kill WoundMi ss Tot ¢
19t h ME Ol mst e 0
19t h M/{ Ol mst e 2 5 0 7
7t h WV Pierc 0
99t h P, De Tr ot 0
110th F De Trol 0 2 0 2
2nd US SC De Trol 1 2 0 3
3rd PA C Unatta 2 3 0 5
Tot al 5 12 0 17
Data t a@QmR4r6/fir:06M whi ch covearasy thhad tdret.i rAess tthreesee un
engage in further fighting, the assumption is th
The McAIlIIlister ambush anecdote is intriagu
it represented a generous gesture by Rebel L
throughout the war, and fraternizaheohoamsong
of McAIllister would have significantly i mpac

By 4: 00 p.m. on February 5, Leebs right f
Confederates had to act: what would they do?



Chapter 5

The Rebels AMake a Vigorous and

Lee had met with his senior generals arou
of fensive. Al though no formal account of the
reported that Athe Rebel generals fettont un
so an attack was ordered i mmediately, 0 a vie
account s. For that date and place, the sun s
around 6:30 p.m., so time wafRebpebessbmgpanhdeos
much to consider: the objective of their att
the enemy fo¥ces they faced.

Two clues shed some | i ghtwaon ctomese stad d toing
Gordon told Robert McAlthsteerdinhabhiebhet Belisl
claimis contentious, as we shall discover.
di visions delivered most of the assaults, bu
end. I n Humphreysés memoinr | dea $dpdcwildat ded Rl
entailed targeting Smythoés daiowiesnean wdestComff e
forces east of the stream being an attempt t
not expected to find any F&deral forces arou

The Broad Confederate Pl an
Whatever the strategy, the Rebels prepared to attack the Union 2nd Corps. East of
Rocky Branch, Brig. Gen. John R. Cookeds Bri

Mc Combdés Brigade of mostly Tennesseans and B
Nort h Carolinians, all from Hethoé6s Division (
This force comprised nearly 4,000 men. Het ho

commanded by Brig. Gen. Joseph R. Davis (a further 828 men) remained in the Rebel
defenses as reserves.

Heth's brigade commanders featured interesting backstories. John Cooke was the
brotherin-law of famed Rebel cavalier JEB Stuart. His father, Philip St. George Cooke, was

18jones, fAHistorical Sketch:TWarlLdsB8lOft adeahOus Heado:
Sudeffbw, Petersbiar ¢88BamplaeemEi nal Battles o,f 1.t0Oh2; Peter
BoatQeaessel |l 6s Biographical Di,ct&82%d ar mi oift ahy dmelkighn

specifically, AEnd of Evening Nautical Twilight, 0 was
conduct military operations.

Bil IThegsHi story of the B386h Massnatibo®oet WabRather $eco
Corps in the Af(MgwoV¥ot &eZIHNR6G)pavwc A. Camphirgegwys, of the (

WaiaThe Virgini &4Céa@ngphe wnYoorf&8131883),
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a Union general. William McComb had only gained his promotion to brigadier general on

January 20, 1865. Joseph Davis was the nephew of Confederate Presideft’Davis.

The combative Brig. Gen. MacRae was on leave throughout the battle, a fact overlooked by
numerous historians. A. P . Hi | | bemoaned his
had been present, the outcome woukdtishave bee
brigade at the battle is unclear. The highrasking brigade officer after MacRae was Col.

John Lane, so he seems a reasonable suggestion. Captain Louis Young, a brigade adjutant,
explained how the senior c¢ommé&omdrentlise want ed t
action, having borne the brunt of heavy fighting in recent months. Consequently, they placed

the brigade in lindehindCoo ke 6s and McCombos men.

West of the stream, Brig. Gen. Evansods di
received orders to advance. This force of over 2,600 men comprised three brigades: Brig.
Gen. Wi lliam R. Terryods Virginians, Col . Wil
Baker s Georgians. The former two brigades w

2. ambert & Suder ow;37i HLtoolker dhhsadRwan ,hd ghé y active war.

which were sever e, he became a brigadier gener al i n N
popul ar Brig. Gen. Jaf@esoberAn8b6dr Whoi batadi gdi ned K
commi ssion in September 1862 and | edRebelbltUngade thdc

Commander s at t he ,BaRarlte 3o.f Hat cher 6s Run

2L ambert & Suder ow;37i Ha trTahtee rddess tRu®i, toBdeblr sTh& Suder ow,
Petersbur @ :da8nmp ailygm,; Chris Cal kins, AHIi story and Toul
Namozi ne BChuer &h ,Go a(y2 MrY)a,zi Speeci al TbkeuEindb,BatuvBlesSre

Petersbur gl 0Qampasi of, Feb 2024, the site boards on the
i ssue is discussBdbéeh Ueitbas] admgpdLameert CommanRaermrts at
3. MacRae went on |l eave on Jan 29 with his colleague Coc
Wa |l kWrpi,ti ngs of a Rebel Colonel: The Civil War Diary
I nf akhe mpy Bur peau o020y e@hiuér 8Speanpecrad Wi L éss'timgMac Rage

BrigadCepe Fear HGesm@rralc aWi Il Inisda it EaeR b de (TddalsTdH,eneclt s)

PettiKgr&MaoBae BChgaeé Hill-87MNCher2s00R2av,e 2@8rdoposed t ha
James Adams commanded the brigade, with both Col. Lan
persistent illnesses. Adamsdés diary briefly mentioned

Vennlehre, 11t h Nor 99&6 C&rr aali ignle®.r eChTepmam, e Than Victory:
Bl oody Bet hell 8R&Maisnmei nntg t1o8n6,1 D C, 19R8Mmin2Fdendames2htdh

Regi ment &NC ph8aniheg diary Qifvillt .WaCo ID.i aJa neess Slodmeemsl ,wa i

took this as evidence that Heth wanted tdomprictect an

Young, fAThKi PeiMancdrraeew Bri gade, oHi st Wal esr o€l athlk, Sed ey

and Battalions from Nort##5Cd&r ovloil ma, (iGo Btdl§d 8Groeg a tN CWa rl ¢

Presumabl y if Heth had desired to fAprotecto this bri

Davisbds ex rienckedhdMidsshespbpasBregafieexchanging ema
a

e
Chapman, d Thomas Venner but reached no conclusi on


https://amzn.to/3sGjMUz
https://amzn.to/3sGjMUz
about:blank
https://www.civilwardigital.com/html/civil_war_diaries.html

py

having only 450 men; it was a brigade in name éffifjJany modern accounts mistakenly
claimed that Col. John Lowe and not Baker <co
Run battlet??

- [P

. — \ = e, & - £ ‘®
Maj. Gen. John. B. Gordon Maj. Gen. Henry Heth
US National Park Service Portrait Gallery Wikipedia.org

Sometime in the afternoon, Lee called up more forces to support his threatened right
flank. He ordered Mahonedés Division from the
position on their right. Whether they would arrive in time for the planned attackmedh
uncertain. With Mahone absent sick, Brig. Gen. Finegan commanded the division. These
troops had only recently returned from a tiring operation to the North Carolina btfrder.

Driving in the Feder al Pickets East of Rocky
East of the streapMcAllister and Ramsey continued to arrange their lines. They
to address a gap between the two brigades fr

22l nspection Reports and Related Records Received by t

I nspector Gen(eNatlidesn OIf fArcehi ves Microfilm PuBlication
51); War Department Collection of Confederate Records
Washington, D.C. 1973. Her eafbadAn cAINtVe s taad wNMARA MOo3udn,d ¢

ti mes dur
ficonsolid

i he war, Terry gained his promotion to b

a
Confeder at

t

n
t brigade made up of the remnants of 13
¢ ngaaé | Brigade, Jonesb6s Brigade, and St
o}

B

o}

a

returned ty in December 1864 after suffering a s
Louisiana r ade f rtoemr nB rai bgsoe nGaenec.o ¥slosk | dat ednfgri gade,
comprised n 450 men. Colonel Baker commanded what
taken comman of the division from Gordon, who became

2ZLambert & Suderow, fAHatchero6s Run, o0 36;-1Cal kvas, fAHIi
Bearss &TBaedPebwrsb@r gB®ampawgdhs name appears on the
Civil War Battlefield Trust. Note that a capital i Bo
di scussedRebelLatmhéets, and their CommanRlartss at t he Bat

9Ed Gl €es on GoCiGmaiynnati, OHhel 9P8t)er 34y BFIDRengi ment
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this precise moment, the portents of a Rebel attack appeared as the Federal pickets before
McAllister and Ramsey began running back.

The pickets in front of McAIIlisterdés posi
69th and 106th Pennsylvania and 20th Massach
attackMdAt hesmt er and his regimental commande
pickets in their front running back and cras

New Jersey commander 6s comments were typical
enemy made a vigorous and shiedrdeinn.ad t MacAl loins tt

mentioned, AThe pickets in my € front, havin
enemy right on us bef%re | had my |line compl
From the other side of the stream, Smyth

regi ments. He swiftly ordered the 108th New
companies) of Pierceds brigade acr oJsuss tRoacsky

Pierce received Smythodés order, the 12th New
sent them across the stream instead of the 1
the pickets in f%ont of Ol msteadods | ine.
Some Rebel accounts described how they pu
North Carolina, CookeeddaoBtiihgecade ,onmar chueded t
formed a battle |ine. Commanders positioned
right to protect the flank, with skirmishers

advance rang oatsharntd difsteanoge,i ntghey struck
McCombds skirmi shers gave way and ran back t
line to drive the Union Wskirmisherso back o

One of McCombdés soldiers, Lt. Samuel Mc Cu
contested this view. He recalled how the var
crossed the breastworks, and advancedgto wi't
of the battalionés skirmishers, Mc Cul | ough,
pushed the Federal €apahakntWwi thieam HatiHahredei n

1220R46/ 1: 2386, -428842846 Wi | | i &dh sR.orSe wifl Iteh,e 1st Regi ment
from the Commé@ieceme Mo nttfhost ttideer vFidiocnea | aMu $ her Cl pse of t h
(Wil mington, DE, 1884), 135.

260R46/ 1-121 223223038 LohiggaGetet,ysburg2amd MBiegona stated th
12th New Jersey and 4th Ohio across Rocky Branch to c
Smythdés pickets.

27James A. Graham, fiThe 27t MhHi Bé¢girmest od i meWsBletver aCl &Rr
Battalions from North @abr o5 ivnoal,s .i n( Gaohled sPrpéradio hhCA . 118%6 QL
S| oRemi ni scences ofColnhpea,/lButil f ¥C dRWagsidhyiengt on, -1D0C,, 1883)
Christopher Bingham, AFrom New Bern to Bennett Pl ace
Regi ment of N1B865drodMpe, H8E8%ertation, -1EMcstte Claow ! i na
eyewitness accounts used the terms fAskirhpsbkesol and
was a stationary guard ne that p.Hewniceed ram e darel ydewa

I d

Iy

[
Federal viewpoint, the so iers in front of their bat
in this instance, typical put out a skirmish |ine t
i stkhi shers. o0 One confusion is that the Rebels viewed

the blue pickets as fiskirmishers. o



the far | eft of McCombdés Brigade, recalled s
|l ine of battle, and advancing towards-the en
thand combat and several chabge& bef oheidr ime
An account from MacRae&enBritdhaede rsdh@omptsd ol @
forceds right flank (as noted previously). N
who i mmedi ately opebhedsfi MeCami heabtugbttbhp R
quickly pushing the thin bl u® picket Iine ba

|l rrespective of the finer details, short.l
Feder al pickets. The Confederate accounts su

the Unionists suffered 16 casuatihauwts.f iMciAld i
shot appeared to be hyperbole.

2 4%

a
CpEdson DeWol f Bemis Dr. Al bert Vander Veer
(head wound displayed) al banyinstitute.org
USNational Museum of Health and Medicine

One of the Union pickets wounded was Cpl
renowned Har var dniReig® nbeanltl. eAn tRerbeed hi s | ef't

within his brain. Taken to a field hospital
surgeon issued a bleak prognosi s. Remar kabl y
|l nterestingly, the surgeon who performed the
Al bert Vander Veer, who, postwar,became a c

2Robert Bir®riaed, Second MRowil andMD-i PRBIOIZiya n"CBReANn 1 y
Har der MenrioBi6ise,nnés86éde State LibrarMf.anbdfdpH ephdiche e , Nash
Tar He2B4.

Bemis becamausemmi®il b dyeveral articles written about
his 1ife. He married in 1869 fathering four children.
Rebecca K. Sharpl & nNasSntciyl IL.i nWitrihge,e Liledi o&| t Bas ¢ i ®f nGi
Vet eran EdsHNat Don 8kePmAcsl¢dg ve §Bpganigne 011), Vol . 44, No

Notes; Di lTlhoen QavrirloIWa,ThfanNe@NYD 8nelBy, @1 Dr2%anAder Veer
went on to make significant contributions to medicine
1916, he became President of the American Medical Ass



The Rebels Attack East of Rocky Branch
Pandemonium reignedobDdarebaglelrirstferds Uni
plunged-fiommongtibkttl e | ines, with excited Re
needed cool heads. McAfhteseervedeaafl ed howmh
returned it, causing the | eft of the enemy's
fire was taken up all along tThenl idnes asg efrd sl
hastily built earthworks couldndt accommodat
Hartfordder8ely, New the extreme | eft of the |
exposed. Mc Al Il i ster proudly notedHaowfidtrhkey
wrote, Athe enemy, keeping up a desultory fi
greeted with a terrific volley of Yusketry f

: !
| N & U ,g;l
na K |
baf I Y oSNk a Aty wak wwh ¢ ¢ | 1 gt | Wéb

Map 5.1: Confederates Attack the 2nd Corps Posi

A contentious issue involved the open a
position. Recall how Pierce had sent the 12t
Mc Al |l i sterdos | eft. Several testimonté@ésgysugge
fled when the Rebels advanced. Writing to hi
regi ment sl yhiandg bbecean hibut ke t o his |l eft. He ex|

two regiments to stand fimsmelahdandl| S§mythle. | Bu

100R4 6/ 1-3 RAAMS .



amazement, they ran away as the Rebels appro
Mc Al |l i ster added that the distance between h
across the swamp was at | east 30O hyraorudgsh. tHe
gapn a | etter to his sister, Pvt. Al onzo B.
obser#®ation

Des pMictAd | i st gortdhsercsl ai@psgt h 6 d t whaetlrde gti hneeinrt s
ground to an extent. They suffered seven cas
flee. Their | osses didndédt compare to those o
that, unlike the 8th, tehresy oddéde rdveepda.rt at son

To the i mmediate right of the 8th New Jer
commanding the 120th New York, recollected:

Before | got my regiment into position fairl:

advancing through the woods with a yell, app:

through our hastily formed |ineirée, i mmedhat bt

did, pouring into the enemy so.destructive a
Mc Al |l i ster rode al omentirall,i rencwiutrfaghing 4 djeu
and declaring victory would be theirs. Lockw
doing M kewi se.

Next in |ine was Col . Francis Priceds 7th
at an angle so they could pour an enfilading
gap between McAIlIlister and RockyepBrlasnec.h, Toadd
right, the 11th Massachusetts opened fire, <c
Mc Al |l i ster s extreme right resided the 11th
commandi ng. Recall how theseemehnormadodimenind we a
dangerously exposed l|left f-ddan&kk tosseadretthle
Ramseyds brigade on their right. They came u
to the |l eft and rear ofi fthe fThoenmpsoomhwoases a
Confederates did not advance on this front.

fibei ng switched to the relatively quiet right
wa r3 o

A substantial factor in the Federals6 suc
artillery fire from the two 2Roe6bkWMaBsambluseA
Smyth watched the drama unfol d, he ordered t
Green and Lt. Adams, to change front and ope

the onrushing Rebel s menfatc.i nAr thii sl enreynmam dC gMic

BIOR4 6/ 1-39MKCBAl |, Tlse e€i vi |, WBBR daertitnegisg tVa riOx%3

BlLongdor éettysbur g2 @amndHiBetyiinydeof the 1st Reglatke;nt Del
ORA6/ 1: 236.

130R46/ 1-3238B47

B4OR46/ 1: 239, 24 2Hi s24o6r,y Mar btahkee rl,1f hZHRe w Mt eVihded \Cti Bail,lu nt e
War L.et®8B82 s



Billings recounted how the Rebel advance fir
mai nly pines and oaks, and amid these, the h
men | ying dead near a tree, Kiilrlsdd phays sa ds ltelr
through the trunk of the®tree, exploding on

On McAl listerods rightl i tRtalms eydtsi ®om. ghlie 6v
commander, Lt. Col. W lliam Glenny, on Ramse
claimed they were not engahgee de.n eRaymsneayd eh iamsdeell
assault wupon the |Iine occupied by the two br
McAl |l ister's front and extending to my |eft;

serious®nature. o

Lt. Col. John Schoonover Brig. Gen. John R. Cooke
beyondthecrater. com findagrave. com

The Confederate Viewpoint
What did the Rebels experience as they assailed the Federal position? Accounts from

Capt. John A. Sloan and Capt. James Gr aham,
Brigade, recalled how they emerged from some woods and struck the Union line lzetiind b

earthworks on a hil!l in a field. The order i
yards of the bluecoats, they repeatedly hear

di scovered that McCombds br ithgyshaddo fadl backtintoe i r | e
the woods from whence they came.

Sergeant George Probest, 2nd Maryl and Bat
that on the command Aforward, 06 the brigade a
wood. Upon exiting the woods, they saw the Y
i ncgmifnre had been | ight, but the Feder al b e

OR46/ 1-1 22 |Hisgso,ry of the 10t h 384ads s dchiel $Cii o/ti & 1 BMatrt drewt
58&3.

BOR46/ 1020720 Hy |l amHe a®@.y IGiumlksA arhids tloirgyhtof the 4t h NY H
( New Yor k,-3718.90Hy m@BterReys strangely recalled the Rebel
p. m.



vacated the trees. McCombodés Brigade fell to
stumps and |l ogs. They would not advance any
l'ines with artillery, forcing the Rebels to

Anot her Maryl ander recalled how the batt a
l ine and advanced across a clearing to withi
brigades to their |l eft and rightrgade awma@ye dwe
position. No other troops got clos*¥r to the

Accounts from MacRaebs Brigade reveal ed h
Mc Comboés right flank, though separated by ne

bet ween these two |l ead brigades, but several
treeomddés sol diers advanced, and the Feder e
300 yards before opening a blistering fire.
recall ed that the Federal so6 firsthe owooedys.st a
MacRaeds men moved alongside Cookeds, and to
from musket fire at 800 yards away, t¥ey sti
I n conclusion, the Rebelsd6 first attack f

Branch, but what of the struggle developing across the stream?

The Rebels Attack West of Rocky Branch

By 4:00 p.m., west of Rocky Branch, Union Maj. Gen. Smyth had his battle lines
organized behind hastily formed earthworks. The brigades of Col. Murphy and Col. Olmstead
awaited the Rebel attack. Murphy reported:

As soon as the enemy's artillery ceased, thei
front a strong | inecohsskiirmgsbérsheO680t pi bk
Nati onal Guard Ar tidelnlgeargye d[ 1t 8h2emd | Nheavd , Yobrfke]e o f a
fifteen minutes d&#Yation, drove them back.
Thus, the three Rebel brigades of Evansods
Il i ne. Unf oORNoeat eloy, htohe any records from Mu
to il luminate this crucial action. Sadly, no
brigade, on Murphyos right flank. I n theory,
see magkaton Murphyo l ine and the fighting
B’Gr aham, The 27th Rdgitmarnte,sd oifn t@learSke,vead.l, Regi ment

CaroRi a5l S|R(P, ari,ni scences of TAL& ; GuBiilnfgdhradn,GriaFyrsom Ne w
Bennett Place wi t h Qo/gk eDirsitvlFergtd € pgBdla2Ma yAy hao#tkd on Mc Co i

Brigade: AhdyT8n & o(pRleo Bmii ggatdoen , I N, 2005) added 1| it
that the brlgad suffered heavy | osses at the battl e.
emails with Dr. Wallace Cross, who dve;,otiet ac oretga imeend an

on t heC.baWatlll e@red eGarlosbsy, Fire: A History of the 14th Te
CSKl(arksville, TN, 1990)

B8Vennlehre, 11t h Nor 99&g CHressiIsT,am Hx&4d ;s KBbae maer,ri bl,e Than
2723 .

'O0R4 6/ 16:96 31812 220; Chthirslteosr yD.ofPatgi@eanhéchi REgn et
(Meriden, CN, 1906), 326. Recall, the unpopul ar renan



cp

Mc Al |l i sterds |l eft. The regiment reported no
its | imited engagement. As Smyth directed hi
right of Murphyoés | ine, t huirsr eidmpolni eMsu rtphhaytd sn a
front. He also ordered the 14th Connecticut,

change front on the edge of the swamp, o0 ther
regi ment sufferedgstihki sadiufafiité¢ elst cflaneceteéem w

:

Brig. Gen. Cl ement AWMt h&wv,anisn Front 0
USLi brary of Congress David Lambert 202

the Clem

To the |l eft of Murphy resided most of Oln

remembered no fighting on his front, even to
opportunity offered itself, they [his troops
commanding the division. o Al nine of his re
except for the 20th Massachusetts, picketing
part in any fi¥hting that afternoon.

These | imited narratives are all that | ¢
assaults west of Rocky Branch. For a fuller

“OoRM6/1: 228, 2Pfrey Biggso acclai med book on the 1st
have exchawigteld Jeenfafirlesy who knew of no regi mental sour
JeffreyTReyBFoggght for the Union: A History of the Fi
Pot o(mdicdd! et own, DE, 2016) .

MOoR46/ 120214



Confederate te#timony is needed.

Can we | earn more from Confeder ®Re accour
entry from a Rebel field officer. Sadly, Pec
Around 4: 00 p.m., his Louisianians foll owed
mile to the front. Peckds simal Balben ga dGe ¢ rog i
their right and Terryods Brigade on their | ef
Terry's. The Loui siani ansr yadviannec, e dwhteor et hPee ctko
forward his sharpshooters (2nd Loui siana). P
cannons fired. When t haed vaarntcieldl etrhyr ocuegahs ead ,f i Peel
woods, coming under occasional musketry fire
|l ine across the stream. Here, the Louisiania
their |-edttagblaingdlse & Ptelt&ki rmaldienemo menti on of at
posii on.

A 42nd Virginia history described how Ter
dense pine woods to support Hethos Division.

the Virginians, who fled back in confusion.
Philip E. Davant, recalled that due to a | ac
detailed Pvt. James Daniel to act as adjutan
battl e. Pvt. Daniel conspicuoustyoenceopar aged
at one point where the | ine was about to giywv
from the 38th Georgia in this acti¥%n in what

With the sun starting to set, the first R

were far from finished.

“2The Virginia Regimental Histories Series includes ac
citation, none of the other 12 VA regiment al books fr
books on Peckds bwetge dnemdtshisrmg | tyo ctome rQdoi nsfceudsesriaotne: SMi act he
Rangers of the 108botLbsi ¥alalnay |l nGiAsmt2aRelel; s Gaommfoend er a
briefly menti on tlheee &si glhitg.erTse:r rTyheL .L oJucinseisaana | nfantry
(Baton Rouge, LA, 2002) does not cover UWUrcermathe e. A
Sout herSolCdioesrs Li fe with Gordon Br adwelclongndsAt, h el 9A4r9my

of fered no further insights other than to confirm tha
Baker 6s regi ments are rare and have proven elusive. |
soci al mediahgveugdsscbvered nothing further about thi

MO0R46/ 1:392.

YJohn D.HiChtapriya,of the @¢PwdcNbugigniD#A len iGa@d)y vHhd;l s,
for Georgial!l: Hi story (WwWflthem8BuhgGevApi apREegn o dbe ma
Dale Nichols, who knew of no other sources I|linking th



Chapter 6

AAgain, They Advanced in Stron

The first Confederate assault failed to p
commanders, the Rebels regrouped and prepare
bet ween McAIIlister and Murphy presented a te

Further REbhset Aft 0k&y Branch

After the Confedeiasti esn’' coihims ip da cehitdholft it , d
of ficer to see bhwiwpkMtdd deiaslhehe tGearterial was m
gall antly encourcadensdgi hessomemaaoabdddi ers fight
he could Awhi pSewnher Rleb@nhnisomwaryotagoni sts des
attacks as they experienced them from their

Mc Al lriescteelfhed-wved Wn Rebel yell roll ed out
and on rushed their massed columns [second a
fire. o As McAIIlister rode al ongl 2t0hteh |INenwe b Yohéd
Ausing a gun and firing const anmWiltHy mpMmhrde yesnc o
watintghe f i ght |, Mc Al |l i ster noted how At he app
our men to new efforts. o His troops fAstruck
Rebels replied, ' We widHlowrahedry Railaimushddyewy f
and the heavhweéef ppueagbartzedd

Mc Al lcosntteifinfuheed .Re b el Mahone with his famou
rush for the gap in our I|ines [third attack]
resounding, which told us plainly that they
men stoowifhrsmuapdrt from the artillery they
the |l ast time; the victoffiyhevatshiorud satot adek fa fn
ended in a coarplleged rpeaude Boa 8lshoeDf v t he fi nal
conteasi wesshadl discover

The exposed 8MbANbWwstfar @danaindddiei r

commamMagHrar t f ord repepuédenhar stali aRaikwk!| s

Afadvanced in strong force, and, notwithstand
succeeded in gaining the shelter of stumps a
kept up a fatal fire on the exrpmeddt owirngt iorfe
However, the Rebels returned fAsletemi mgl| gt dadl

but t-derwelkd fire checked them when within
fighting continued for smtmealtliynegdwe way IiCon

YSOR46/1-2223B9Mc Al I, Tlse e€Ci vi | ,588rMdjett@ers. Mahone hi msel
noatt the battl e.



cy

suffering sever &l i hfeold atsheireptue mer iotcxur red a
engagé&ment .

TdHar t fiaorneds at e erhiighbdt lomealhdedvd2l0s h New Yor
Theiormma,hd@E@aAbr am Lag&lkswo omeeppoei tWeddnfgur t her di st
attaoksi nddn scitdCeanrgd leldlew s 38 @ @aa.melthdbtaldey coul d have
causedamarge hiafd rleeyi ved a bett etrgooewnpgploy eaf
the exploits oThiCh arpd quii me rHto pku fnfser ed only t w
the exposed 8th New Jersey immediately to the
the value of t huep leocaw,t*hhwaosrtkisl.y t hr own

Next itmel i7Tnd, New Jer seyi ofginrtei niunetdo ttoh ep oeunr
advammni nchdheidedngle of fircecindbougmddtas kt da tr et
t hei rTof rtohneti .ne r 1 Jthth , Maosnsnaac®dugdte mes Mansf i el d
repqagi Teel firing was continued for an hour an
enemy advanced or fel/l back, but at no ti me
' ine offhergk sneimt sufferedencocOms MelAt Fastadu i
ri ghtr efslitatinekd 1 1t h New Jer,selyt.. TG@li re &lcdihoewama\eea r
the Rebels did not attempn fhriossnatd v abnucte kaecprto sus

and scatteringAtf ime firmen éi d alvifhniend it neces
up a steadyThisefbyefwhse cond*nued until nea

To the right of McAIlIIlisterdés men was Rams
during the afternoon, althougH® one regi ment

Federal Adritonhl ery
Thtewo sectionhMabksarchukkvwdasgt Boaft ttéhaey )shtarde a |
hel ped repel the Comfte dairealt ¢ 6 pfoiurrs to ua s & aheli tr

Art i | ICeprly. malno hrneaBn tl Htdhnégisr eo bwaisgue t o t he enem
did greatiNewercudiidonshell s do more effective
t wo seo@theiomsmowlaal al uaehplee liinng t he successive

br eatkhemgWUnin@el8Ahough the weight of numbers wa:
Battles was on ours, abanYhtescry cmeinrecdhysd on
targeted the | eft andhfer bmti tt fefe wkad Ajleusthtodr dhor
durt e t.%%0 n

“OR4 6 L2 245 .

YOR4A6/ 1-48M¥emry Hopkins had overseen ambul ance corps at
chaplain in M&kyowhé souOre welaletiheed dMieodpakli nossf Honor f o
on Feb 5. However, no s uTchhe aGuavrid , wéES8d4. nhagdtoett, er MIc4A.l | i st

,
er
“8OoRAG6L2244 246.
ORI 6/ 10207210

O0R46/ 1-5Q@49BiTlhlei Hgstory of the ,10887 Massachusetts Bat
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Reinf Mcél hgster ds Left FIl ank

Despite McAIlIlistero6s assur an,Oleiss téxago heed i
l eft flank ¢endeénwvmesd oMat t c clifprmg n dMeort .t Acta | d reodu n
el ement shro fg,aAWeesatt Gesd at t-Waeu gHhaa nc hRRo, 80 eRwme ©+ h g

Mc Al I.Li Wsset r etadonuted5 p. m. |l received an ord
to Gen. McAIlIlisteré | ismmedmndtat gt hdla®g tishe 1
Heavy Artillery é Soon after,theréeaétaned ofd

brigade and assumed command of the whol e

B A ® »
Cpbohn D. Billings (pdMatwarGen. Gershom Mottt
The History of the 10t h MasLs achausye totfs CBantgtreersys

Upon arrival Wetstatwh et hbea $ 5 1 terdbn&eehndin, e lai sena l |

ravine behind McAIIlister 6si gdfnteyf Icdhrak .g eTo g entt
gap between McAIIlisteros ,Afdhesandr Ropky aBr an
season to check the enemy, who were making a
poioHer at hed 144¢t veinmrhrdi feamr stthe scenédaand wi
most severe musketry fire from the enemy, fi
whatever f& protection

Ther e ar@RBfnroo no t Weesi; ddheo wetveur regi ment al m

prowiddle ti ahbkit conflictsygg yvhainsetad ' ri yntothes c rAi b€
regi menta'l ongtsardge t he 5thhéli echeganhasupwpohout
Rebwbsel d have drbiaw@G&np tMciAl | Reslteerrt G. 1€trter 6s
Massachusett spaHenatveyd Aa tsiiltiieatidym e pi Eobund McAIl |
heavil yaehigsaadgraar i ved just iassdatbetto help re

BIOR4 6/ 12828535

152Ja me sMavr. t ilnl i&tECoHIissst ory of t hes %7 v\entiRa ginmeviotl uPdrmam y i
(Meadvill el,438Ah K1 T@EOJtuerr Br ot hoer,s Sium sBiline, and Shadows
the Rebellion; a Story of the GrWasthi Qigwiold,VWerC,f rlddm 3B u
Captain Carter received a Medal of Honor in 1871 for



Howewa@otllsd r Ma s sha cshpuoseegtetnst ed al tdifépomreneédyv
thdtea a march of about a mile, thelyatatrire vec
| icmmennecting tofnMowelVest erbswasnerot needed a
West had fi nibsabhado@fedr miengnemi € h as efidu ntthiel ftlheeeyi
di sappeared into the dar knes.@a&Thoef stohtaqurfesrsedt
sur partihsee regi ment 6s | osses of comilsgen intgp ere S & I
under h®avydf Craft hledclhsatp |Paeijsugnydlov @ reida t he vi e
Rebel alwermdy retreating HeseWWabkeéo k" wec @aatrs \

the enemyés infantry had retired, although t
brigade was not actively engo®ged, although i
Whet her West arrived in the nick of ti me

had finished.

The Rebel Perspective of the Fighting East o

Af tteire failed first assault, the Confeder
remember ed whatc choaupnptesn & d onre xt th.eC 8207kt end sN oBrrti hg aCi:
recalelceedbvdtaqg advankh@aangdadédalrged up the hill ¢

sight of the Unionists | yimgemaamismdgeg pdohdt ierd e a
t hey had atgoaTHrmay | hugplatn&kdhi ng t he Rebel reserve
mil e to Fhesheaegiowepd or.déreet ®eapdwane@es cl ai
thatreheserce@®eoksds wer eCéokeds Georgia Briga
As taldevyarn dhedck,e compaanndi eHs) (oBf, tGhe 27t h North Ca
withmm,tbelieving the ordehet o hdivgaldoeh nb athma o c
CookeTlheyght alsengewidemr btoppes rest of the after
me 4

Lieutenant Chabbéeb Rorjbc€EeaskebrsdadBalilgad e,
how a fAdesperate @enigagemeatewamydougdsi ti on
breaspwotvies saencdCiemé e dacbraantdeosned t he i dea of t
described how fAthe command suff AMhd theavilyo
(regi cmemmaficerver ely wounded thr ou.gthh®bheh t hr c

fell back some 200 yaPdisvamwmesa kKorwWinkeleeesenpo
hotwvhe regi ment charged the Union position se
Yankees from tiiWei weferfi §ghtangonhbem until i n

BAl fred €ha MloetHlti&s todr t he Fir st RegijMaesnsta confu sheetatvsy Veorltuinl
Formerly the 14t hl R&tB g Beorstt o2 0 Bgdfiaftlirgt ory of the 141
Regi /Remsty | vMeonlivant e-e 8§ b da, 2B, 1885) ,

%4James GirCohoakne,6 s Bri gade, Hi sitnorWad st eaof Clhaer kSe veedr.al Regi
from North Carolin#®&b5 Bnviohes. Gl ot IWEBabFMPCR71901) ,
Regi mentnh, CHaskorees, of the Several Regi thhe nHA; and Bat |
S| oRemi ni scences of NBG®. Guil ford Grays



was awful .0 Werlskdvat medstobbhaveushostath@athe Fe
afteanldonkstdpeeaad a shell seéemroslg@pnesl hfat

Brig. Ga&m.MWWOmhb
wi ki pedia. org

Wil ker son

From McComb®gP rBa 2epsaltd Mar y | a,né mB anti theakk d 0o n
after seeking protection saindi gtgamnauepd nay e rs otl
on the charge, but they di dbanatalgestn frart.i rlepdo
| eaEivmgp s 6s nRehheelhdpidceccupi ed. Soon afterwar

passetdhevbaryl anders and Evansés men, but th
hal tifnigrAdmghobobegbnd muthikeet2amdy tBgaet d a € mahned
menalkydartill ery fi raen, addadli@® eoypaadd . pped back

Anot her Mar yiloanaddewanwre tfeurt her seemed I mp
were made by other troops, but all failed. T
stumps, saplings, and whatever €& they could
vigorously fdowi thei ir nfgriogni $tkheen e arrtehwor ks t o
killing or woumdt migs se&x monsdd dme @ % if ttthnes b aftitrael i
r el ucrteathi®rl ey

| hhConf edecand | i Be, gidatsmRatehbes peri phery of

att.acdkowewet h el ements of Cookeds and McComb

BJonitds st ori cabuBSkeiehnglahfdr ©w rMhDee Gid5, tola nNo mt  h@ar ol i n
CivilkJwdrf er sorn,338TCh e 2990t6H ,NC had only transferred fro
Brigade four days previously.

prjidvtet, and 2nd3®2ar Wi 4amdam W heaoMalrsyploamd glhi,ne in the
Arnmy8 6B g®8Bal ti more, -4, TMWOOHat tladldi on suffered 4 kille
during theSwemmraigeinreqlty , Mc Combés memoirs said nothing
at | eastu diBriieg&Gednieerral Wil |l i amfiRMcGbmbcme dmBBErHEFS t he War

University Nf ©Demphigd3 7CD mmons,



found themselves Mambhesthirokh MacRheds$igagi m
experiences |ldetaaisleed nalb avt & .ac k, Het hds t hree
despite the destructive fire poured into the
fallen timber ponort hdeetpitmeep taffranal amidre on t
wing. The Rebels took a teriinfgl eeg pdmutkait eg fr
the safety of the underbrush.

Af ter a slypglets spaudeecromareshtagaiimg on t he
left flank. However, the withering Federal f
| i mensd t he Relglas @aipibud sewoung met with Cook:
him to join MacRaeds mRunt iGCwo oakne mudredru ti fmoerdihze d
chagrin oMal)yfou@baahd4&4tvhr @8t ed mamapptedmherd
Young with swooaal Iriang eaduthiignh Bdydt boadyaooe
only await. & hAftcomma®hdmi nut esi,ghthfeeltli.gh®rigng o
thdefe@Gapmung received a sevelte wound that e

Accounts recal/l how some Rebebhadpahedkelde
fi e&lvie.n t he tphreesiemscpei rodt i onbhbefiBobbydr bemebehi
attacking codesmnsai cotuhe tmentri fCedf sdédates.

screamedgatahi mod man, get out ofAnbhdeway, vy
recalolw dwewept | i &kBeheepedtdedd| y r ef uGoeodk ecbrsd er s
Brigade bore the brunt of these attacks, suf

combined. Of their eNotritnhat@addf d7l§irta s82scad hal

The Role of Mahoneobds Division

Towards the end of the engagement, Confed
of MalDarmwe &89 otnhatReMajl | Gen. ,iMah omnen dwaBsr iagh s eGet
commanded t hi s dfi varsd wmedn 4 hoSeddirvoas-teakr tdtelnee d
bri gAldaBmasommanded by Col . Wi | & hcaonmnia n drFeodr nbeyy

Brig. Gen. Nat hangelmmidndidar biys BrGgor gsieaa. G.
Fi neganidnss mloowr ico mmanded by Cohs pmaoebablwng,

Ve nnlehre, 11t h NpriB7CaKabh@ maer,ri b] eZ¥8 a HeMlisgrt oHeel s
28bn 1930, Charles Stedman became the | ast Civil War
Gen. MacRae was not at the battl e.

BBChaprvomr,e Terri b)) eZBh aRleddan,iosrcyence sGrafy 310h e Géhweiviamor d
55t h North 1@ErBdI2I0RBY 2(1Di ary excerpt oft K@QptT.helohn Hei
established commander of the 48th NC, Col. Samuel Wal
January 18Wr5 t(iWwag sk uopf,, a 1R®hel AColt berebattl e, the regim
John Moor (Siegeddtf h Pedretris bGa& mb Oindd emlepf aht Pgter sbur g
(beyvondth r avthert deeamam)y hbeahiang on their high casualti ¢
[

G
accouwntahikgt ori es of the Several Regi Bie adkoRe sanndotBat t al i
e
t

e
9
5
menti on h battl e. | have engaged with two 48th NC g

t
regarding he regi ment on Feb 5.


https://www.beyondthecrater.com/resources/units/conf-u/conf-inf/nc-inf/48th-north-carolina-infantry/
https://www.beyondthecrater.com/resources/units/conf-u/conf-inf/nc-inf/48th-north-carolina-infantry/

commanded by Br¥g. Gen. Weisiger.
Conventional accounts of the engagement <c
participate in the engagement . However, subs
Confederate sourelesmdaretmo nosft rtalt ee sditvhiagsi on t oo
ass#Wht | e Col . Forneyds Al abama Brigade went
Georgi a, Fl orida, and Virginia brigades all
t hrRedbel divisions took part in the&e attacks:s

Whi Athdi tGoonnfaelder abeghetces RdDcky Branch

Thaboaccount s @pmesnadeigeesodneng t he i dentity
used east of Rocky Branch. Several combatant
Cookbs Georgia Brigade (or a Gedrhgisa bBriigadke
bel onged to Maj. GenGormBdgmhs G3aaesdsCdr s si @
resided oveorotfih rPed emislbaig g. Consequendtol y, corn
noitncl ude tAmMi so blvriiogussde ssue is the possible m

Cook.s Ilandthheoocmapryo€Cooks? shrod |y entg, themdirrod
t hat t he r evlaise \Gierog ghraingad e

Henry W. Thomasds seminal book on this Ge
references to the battle. The 21st Georgia a
engagement in which our regiment took a pron

L ambRebel Units and their FEFoammiaheessrangtHat ofie Mah oRu
for the end oNARYe cMINBbSe r -RbEGMel 4 0ut e cl ai med that Gen
abswnt hbrtihggade commanded hlyeLlbie Spegcej usOlGdoGeard o
VirgiCoindVeiMagadil®7), -¥6ll .habv,e 4804dund no other source t
absence.

prj¢tet, and 2nd3MEARYE /anMe A9 |, Tlse e€Ci vi | ,58W8r. [Thtet @rds t or
[not e 13] claimed that McAIllister was in error as Mah
said that McAllister was fighting troops under Gordon
Pegr amob swadsi vpi@wintamr 6 a nleogrpssm wasndtt hnlsaomhlwerdton& Suder o
AThe Battle of Hatcher dheRPritEr3h,2tB&ChinSady BBwdhdirdow,
Prussian,Magmaker

BlRoster data for Sorrelds Brigbh8eGeaeeral eebi dAvclimses
County Georgia USGenWeb . .AThlRriekcdow @leuad tvva elsBhpfiber e Febt b,
3rdAiBt . Wil l i avouhh dheddopnietsaCozpd WNolhmdB®aratbdredi;, 22nd G

Capt. JamewoWNnCaepci Wil | iwoom nJd.eldBlgamame VATt ed Ri €dhtalh dG

Haskiyl,| eddbwever, Rebel roster data i srindodte nu, s fueaslpleyc icao np
l ate i hetWelrivaam H. Forney to Mrs. Forney, Ffebtrhary 9
Hi storical Collection, The Wi lson Library, University
Forney to.AMrFsl.orFHodraneByr i gade col onel (John J. Di cki son
Rebel attacks and suffered casualties of one killed a
Fl ori da cdormmande @hapkti esron? : fAF1 A.r i BHvaa6 dnnf ed eermeetnet Mi | i t a
et
[

Hi sthorlyi brary of Confedé@rabésSt &ir a Fbi0g t o A ,c k1l SDN) ,wals
only a capt aliine uitne nFaenbt 1J8abnde)s; P hi | ps (12th Virginia,
engagement on February 5, Jvdarmés aE.f eRvhiolfl itphe, bff $igxatdle @
James E. Philipso), James Eldred Phil VAska®Beeretr s& Virg
Sudefohve Battl e qfe7HAat aifdemgadlsa sRtu ICl1 & ;a dBd arTshse & Suder ow,
Petersbur 18dMap bigdtkirsrt ory of the 11t2h7 2Ne vBT Hi @ ri shégyst Galyu n |
of the 10th MaS88PRWULZEITI S Battery


http://www.usgwarchives.net/ga/military/civilwar/rgmilitary.html
http://www.usgwarchives.net/ga/military/civilwar/rgmilitary.html

of Petersburg, the enemy's sorties being rep
the 44th Georgia mentioned that their comman
Hat cher 6s Run €é exposed himself and owing to
pneumonia and was senA fte ohrogsipai tsaoll diine rRiicnh nt
aimed they marched from Camp Rodes to the
and r eWiurhneteteiirl ed Prhe fl e rpe nCcoeo ktbss br i gade, t he
rratives are particularly compelling. It
f

a ew shots at a distahce toward the end of

Ser gRramfizensdt Mar yl apotdaBametdal hah sol diers fr
(engaged west of the stream) took part in th
included a Georgia BBakaeade, Hcwenmam,d eals btyh €oé
|l ocated on the far right of Evansoéds | ine, th
Al ternatieddlaypasl 0,s Mah ognaedoegatdhiev insyisotne,r i ous Geo
Brigade meheéeneenned si n

Most narratives assume ,(iHeath oOBbaDemésnMims s i
in reserve throughout . However, Rebel desert
of ficers) subsequently informed theifroufankee

of his bri giasd essup fgaarnmeesd/ Fleywn@anlod we | lwhd ch appea
a year af.CardBekelgbatGehe Samued amMmpGowamated t h
Mc Gowandés South Carolinian Brigade (Maj. Gen
Corps) had relieved Davisbdés Brigade in the C
February 5. The South Cahel HatamherlesamRdnhaae
l earned fAit was a small affairo fr¥%m Davisos

Furthermore, Lt. Col . John A.,DBVasr, COomim
Brigade, wrote in his diary that AOn the 5th
demonstagatneh the enemys [sic] |ine on the r
more about the action, suggesting that his r
b ooa&bsotunti s brniogtedei dndd dires ibsatt & pté awii tnhlg tah enirn i n
role. The brigade reported onl yritdhhackee casual

2Gr ahamRef2 mMent 0 HinsCbaiks ef.1he Regd:nZefitnsg hfarmo,m Nor
AFrom New Bern to Beng&eSydied aRvet, &r A1, B § BB&eMipai gn

Thomhdisst or y eCo otkh eBrDoglaedse o fC.SACrotnh eari m i \higr gMunsitaer Rol | s
Compl ete Historlyy odnd&aacfth iRehti oremtt ane3niB¥8r, s 148063 )AThe 44t ¢t
webpageetlawmksd ACIi vil War in tat &mdfeepBbelat awase al so
admitted to tRiec hSnflaunadtto riyo oofi ttéhle 44t h Georgia I nfantr
(civilwari.Anakgsabss. obm} he detailed, yet incomplete, r
Brigade revealed but one casualty |inked to the batt.|l
captured at HaFelhru®dB8g@EbGnr,gilutr osn er database, US Gen:¢
Statewide County Georgia USGe GWeabh af,c hiidv7etsh @Rliesgg weerne d i
Hi stories of the Regqgidddrt.rsb y r GLhe éBloarnt dh, JCaacrkosl o:fintae Bl oo d
Letters of | yFoiyr sGoodowiomp eJRgott@@ a m L i glhwe | Ifntfha nGteroyr gi a Vol
I nfantlomyhnni e P. Pearson, .ed. (Knoxville, TN, 2010), I

O0R46/ 22322499, Jamendi FtoCwpul dived | Br i gaklreo wrf FSiorustth aCsar
Gregagnd Subsequens | Brig®hidMeE &0 v p RRi0aD,. PA, 1866) ,


https://civilwarintheeast.com/confederate-regiments/georgia/44th-georgia-infantry-regiment/
https://civilwarintheeast.com/confederate-regiments/georgia/44th-georgia-infantry-regiment/
http://www.usgwarchives.net/ga/military/civilwar/rgmilitary.html
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may have fired a few shots toward th¥ Feder a

The Rebel Attacks West of Rocky Branch
ThRebel s6 Wwegtstofathtasdenkostt rpeeannet 1t 82 ed Nbow Fe
Yompk cket |l ine. hdowrphpi cleenbs de@ounfeadadt acbsequ
A Minnie ball struck Mangohnyr adne stiimea kinheee raeta rt.
newspaper report added that Murphywhadshost
soon after dismountonbe, stalverwdo uryd ndbev dlhopagd
compl i,aadi des di e @l 8 6Bo.iAgpardiel cTobrhma nvelet rhpehwy wa s
the most senior dbetd#tahadenegs od adtitelre taP dHaet cher 6

Brigade command passwldoptooet@adl . James Mcl v
At about 5 o'"clock €& the command of the brig:
é being, from a wound, pl aced hors de combat
in Iine of bptt]ehbetihg BhroWwhegeddd msdfetadr]e st
right resting near a trlbutary to Hatcher's |
near the [R] Armstrong, j%. house. Not hi ng

Anot her victi mMum pthlyids fais gesitdagatiw@ sl h et a nkMc F a
who fellwomoadthal lay t ackappefaabdlseds oinnt ense tF
the st R@edméeswberroke through tRechedle O tmpi d ket
Mur phymdlYl1gRcket s fomlays usau ft fi erse dl u rdiaryg btah @ | eent
Their only significant action at the battl e
FebruGuwiyi &uslhyw Yor k Heavy Artillery in Murp
the pickets fatmabtgheeper Red emngualties. Ot

¥John A. Blair fiThe Civil War Diary of John A. Bl air,
4 3. NeitherTHe Mi sWibkki @ pEenBr iJgoasdes® da fiDtaB/reisg WA, 1999) n
H. StDuwbtlys n,&¥al: e Story of the 11th( Mhsebkadeliphpial nPAnt
948age tome, mention the battle. Furthermore, I have
MS expert, and he knew of no other sources | inking th

ORA6L220. Despi Mer pshugb nwot @Rxdy HFieTh el 2Ne WwN]Wo mle sFeb 9,
186Pa,ge 1. Mathew Mur phy wasanad ptrhoemipnaepnetr |troimdkhd iak ekwe eYro
from their ciaydebheBelbanti offethpawnwsantsli at ewlriegplotrita Mur pl
that the Rebels neve&ahopemat hatsed ahitd epil ¢ et mlainrye.y ar d:
unfortunate. Possibly, a sharpshoodommon adcia@ tceiche m¢ en. b e
AThe Fortgh@®it7en gsilyesd account of Murphyds medi cal dec|
hear of Leedbds suomeAmirer9.at Appomatt ox

8OR46/1:221.



however, reveal they |l ost %nly two men in th

I n describing the entire afternoonds enga
vi ewed t he Rebaealp Gayttahcokss ra sg hftg !l lii.reg , Mur phy
fighting tdokMptphedbereft, all remained rel
fr d%t

Col. Mathew Murphy Col . WRPE&cCRM
Li brary of Congress wi ki pedia. org

Confedecatumams ¢bdiraagd ni.ma&loPealed potrat ed,
AiDar kness having come on, after some firing
which the command did in good order, and, in
command back .bPr itvhetiea Qeacarg@eWrBBillkdeohidogasde 61
desciobéedmibBowcan |l e beyahpdhengyaméadlas cher 6s
Run fAand drove them back to their works afte
Casuddtty tsthioswvsbri gade | ost at ilnecMsuil.ilndg. men o1
Grace of thki PHwlis tGerotriga lanunnsaive rtgees ab he ek

BWLockpNYRi |l y IJo&urQoaukeler8, ;QOR&Y 1paBEeWi2l b uRu IR. Meuansnuy,r e
of Devdtei &€n ght h New Yor k (\Woelaurnnteeye r NBEE a viy9a9avre)s,i4MBl3e Hy d n e
Casualties by battles and by naAecgu sltr8 682Zhned &8 H,ht h New
together with a review of the siefrNdw eYoorfk;3 hle9 IF3e)m,i nBebn t
two casualties on Feb 5 were Pvt. Charles Bruyare (ki
falling tree killed Pvt. W lliam E. Coleman while in
t higsi meent f or t he THmus htered seiRghN dpuatl &#éri mysheri ous. I
regi mental expert TuKlatrhrSyxerh oW.l ,LerNc,h,f oRarakssi sting my |
hi ghlights the |limits ofORreported casualty data even
¥8pDavi.d Malthlel Life @advoMi ¢étshtearBa.fbdobaisd Ymy mhngt on, DE,
18790QR4 6 21-P3QR4 62223 ; B,Tlhlei Hgstory of the ,B865h Massact
Wal kHers,t or§ye odndheCo6 8.



mysterikeat of &t hhase.

The Fighti Pg-bBnSiguccabbd rea Honor s

Sunset occurr edangroambrad emosdw gdt. me att t ac k s
with the arrival of dar kness. Hoaweger muiskter
fire comt if ewe dnofrleee hbodbtotrsd. re eltder r uadt geeado r bt altevda r d
their def dredrenadyl @dvitmgi r .Nwemnadr cansd Rveoluenlds d
surrender ed McnAltlihiespideart k d2e08 BRetbed vV @@pd me b Nner s
di viscama&@ei mi s | iyhe ;dirdcemgdtetn aafhee tphrec $dainvenessi o n
they had tatltdancekse dé°fi nbat t | e.

Af ttehre b dtet Fae d e f &le esypveeadi a | prai se:

Gen. Smyth rode up to € |lieutenants ¢& [ Gr eei
the Battery for its , bsier vdicwissi st amu sntg hahnada Iba
captured, perhapsalbot mdmGdan.e dMthiAss| g ensatbridn aiyd e
[these] guns. [ They] were also mentioned f avi
Humphreys in histcongratulatory order.

Feeling par Mc Aulboesltigenvpetdo wehr easovohnhabbyy what t
mai dubg to his brigade. As widilspmdry battr|l @as S
honors and bl ame, and a desire. to establish

Il n a series of |l etterlsSWMcAl hsilsamandea BI | en
t hatther s weor et atkreyitnhge credi foliehbdtht sé ali cnh o
Smyth had nothing to do with istbduéntmyl ook
thunder. o The foll owing day, he wrote again
of the battle. AThe reports of this battle o
Di viasndnCos.gpghat t he hoonmer ableolnoengos He expr ess

Br iGg.n . Ramsey seemed to be taking some credi
of ficial report stating, fAGeneral McAIlIlister
heavy assaults of the enemy, hercohled not ha
circumstances, was very portentous and oppor

Mc Al |l i ster wrote in his February 12 |l ette
day! Ramsey was on my right and did not fire

then described how Ramsey had not Usedetrhe t
had been ordered to move tolthdelrsht p deamonhs

OR46/ 1:393; Gedr Go | W.i eNidsh Sl oB YspbfGhadsgRaydmaental | y ¢
LawtGomr deovnans PAringyadeor t hedasVWpy gGAPS1868RBe¢rakR1®eb Archi
Statewide County Georgia USGNNntMeol dscaceoeesni{ usgwhypeéi
remained in their nascent earthworks throughout the f

"OR4 6/ 1-983 9 BDO3 8R4abt,Qaess el | 6s Biographical Di,ct8lonary of
82,Ki rHe,avy Guns37ajdr vidnrg,h55t h Npr 1 B5 Clasbtolavrmech ,2nd Mar yl a
31,0t hers al ghoatmetnhtei ofheebde | s avtetaadek eCd mimO R4i fcZa@ &podnti, ne s (
of Rocky hir eRedbhel s i ntiwloi alelsy atubasekeeénitnassaults were
di stance, presumably making it difficult to ascertain

"IBi |l L TmegsHi story of the ,B888. Massachusetts Battery


http://www.usgwarchives.net/ga/military/civilwar/rgmilitary.html

Ty

ability to respond t o tHee ceonnetmyn utehdmye aittrhaep pfri o
al one; I drove back the columns every time t
done yet. o

On February 14, hejduwsrtotree caggiaviend tah acdo rhger at
corsppo mma nHluemp hr eys, fAmbkbi sherdeedgtve¥ou can st
pl eadh@av.e it publ asd eda nol bleni ves @fdubritihcer | et t er
wrote that fAMcGreges, cbhbaespsadeateddPhis gr
given my brigade the credit for the successf
published in all the papersé. Well, my briga
we dod d&t it. o

Anal ysi s

These assaults formed a critical phase of
overl ooked their strategic signifidhecé&iresp
Confederate attack occurred shortly after 4:
after 5:00 p.m. when the third and final att
occurred for just over an hhroeuer .s efp aroantse s cemft
assdauwiffaas | ed t o penetrlabhe Yamgkhdecdefhiahd!| haset il
earthworksakbdppedmvmovead ti | | ery sections.

The Federals had achievadesounding victorysuffering few casualtie§Jnion
lossedotalled111,with 87 occurring east of Rocky Branch. Of thesecd@®efrom the
exposed 8th New Jersey. Rebel casualtiesmare challengingo define One estimate puts
their losses at ¥ofor east of the stream alortdumphreys claimed that the Rebels lost over
six times his number, equating to over 600. While this is an exaggeration, factoring in
overnightdesertions, the tot&onfederateasualties could havapproache®001"3

However, 1issues andExdtiesncsuisvsee wlnfstpesmantthse er e i
Feder al perspective regaRedtapgpesmemoifrghtThws
contrasts markedly withnltyh@kRemed a gyd ne x@osrafsda ére a
field offi,warrcdh\Ceod |l Rabederikit) L eds curt offici al
af fsaiarfi e t he,pafrtterofmoddn | | 6s and Gordonds tr o
enemy on the | eft of Hatcher 6s Runfthegar Arnm
wer e wit hdr.aGwonr daofntéesr rdeaprokr.Semgnatddatt k Rs fEi. g
Lee, John Gordon, WAlI|l PamHMctColHe meyt HEvAns ¢

2Mc Al I, TIs¢ e€i vi | ,588p0R4E2t0Brad t i[ WMDFen Feb 13, 1865, page

OR46/ 1.1 98 tel eghreaandet ccl@riametd t hat Humphreys |1 ost 30!
attaORkBE16DL) twhiss presumably provisionalgreataron haxaddh
of ficibBescaneRabfl 86d9g® e6ReSb el ciasualdoreserfvraotm vdeateast i ma
kingllyvi ded by casualt yReecxopdar tk efelpfirnegd i G. tYoeu nRge blelll ar r
wawas fwiamhhet hoefecorddebbosbyed. The Rebels fighting w
on the following two diaytan gdake ndytetii Ite i crpsowsaslitbyl ed atoa f
particuFadeaati data derives fORamdt laes sruengismd mteg/| rled ad s
battle phase. We saw the | i mNYHAef howelheanalkt heesvalnest
reasonabl e estimates.
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overl eekasbaul trsed.ooThewh atmownegr Coomemer atjeuni c
commanders I $hassesi muat matisi hevatabbyect bi a
gaps in the narrati'e, factors one must acce

Tabd eHet Ré b el BrigladResclEwsBranch

Bri gadeStrengttasual t%aegse

Davi s 828 3 <0. 4
Cooke 1, 738 77 4 . 4
Mc Co mb 907 36 4.0
MacRae 1, 203 40 3.3
Tot al 4,716 156 3.3
Str engctohmed aftraonend of January 1 I nspection Refj

8 6
55t h NC (r3egi)ommnbavi s btedto@e@olbatijdl
provided the %¥asualty estimates.

5
®t Al fred C. You

East of Roicrkyt Be aingtihtei &Rle baed saulnt t he bri ga
Mc Cooalnd Mac R8¢ 8WBewnl wdre predominantly att ac
bri gade 2q foegt®oe upported for a time by two oth
fooompani es) . Furtheri gaoade hefmalinge@naR&d ns ey ds
engagedbr i Weagdtedsar riiOpdedyh@amo mod t 5 ohfad hceo nfc lguhd e d
Apart fr oemdetrisfeiy@h thi mNg Mcrmltihes teepedrs, bri gade i n
remarfikawl!l lyos seeeadasoamdicrxiuwisteldi n regi ments beh
eart hwbr&kssuggests the value of even | ight,
i mplies an iGCehfedesaocgtesndebpite some units
resol ve.

""ORABb220BRAB6B9The following seminal books on the key F
to the QGorrdremmi weé scences;Hehr yMdeCiMeimoi Wasr, ®@dla mleesnrly He't
Mor riGgerenwob87RNNert G.l nStrdaplieddice memst&Elvm@oenf eder at e

Genefrra@mo rlgii tae | tAeds annit da ¥ e a(rcay@ieh99RY berGesmenr al A.

P. ;Hoh gl BEse§RanE. Lee:vdB(Bliowgivaphkyrlkeédins Livealt enant s
3; LTomeg Memoir sTayf,FRkur EYedree wiltetH aBé&kgéeépnali eseef the Se
Regi ment s afnrdonBaNotratlihinoQtadn @ | Gneésdd Waflt he8de&n NC regi ment
t ook perntgaigre memdéy t he accoundanoyf stihgeni2f7itcha nNC dpertoaviil dse

SNARNMO935, R&PHB:P5SB,;-PED;-PEA.nterpreting I nspecwifo®mnRepo
the accounting was inconsisten{offahbhd¢®Btodkd edlentdchtee aggr
those pr esesmto.abTdmics dfeg igwoehtht hdacover summari;zitrhg st he |
was not always the case. The accounting in Davisds re
regarded as conservative estimates.

"Ma jGe.Mo t didvsi si on wasOR4BAWOMg ;6 ,theBrbiGe.gadPs Drfobriand s
Br iGeg.n. West were arrcanpe @RBADbEN(M tlhuoOB8rbGe.ndeducti on,
Mc Al | ibsitgades was ab owtmb2,r B5GGE pApl ooy zedla rb 9 1



Tabd .e2 Feder al Casualties East of Rocky Br

Mc Al Ilister K W M Tot
69th PA (Pie€e 2 3 0 5 Sent as pickets
20th MA (Olr 1 5 5 11 Sent as pickets
106th PA (Pi O 0 O 0 Sent as pickets
4th OH (Pier O 0 O 0 Sent to left of
12th NJ (Piel 6 O 7 Sent to left of
7t h NJ 0 1 0 1 In Iine
8t h NJ 1137 0 48 1In line
11th NJ 1 1 1 3 In Iine
11t h MA 0O 0 O 0 In Iine
120t h NY 0 2 0 2 I'n | ine
TOTAL 16 55 6 77
Ramsey Se.
145t h PA 0 1 0 1
Ot her regimeO 0 0 0
10t h MAepnr t 0O 0 O 0
TOTAL 1
West Brig
1st MA Heavy O 1 0 1
5t h MI 0O 3 O 3
93rd NY 0O 0 O 0
57t h PA 0 1 0 1
105t h PA 0O 0 O 0
141st PA 1 3 0 4
TOTAL 9
Overall Totel 8 0 87

Dat a c atmee fofofm ci al ret ORINGY 16:96r3 Thesenunmirtes bwaernté enot
during other battle phases; thus, aPA danm aa ORwmme f tr o eny
46/ 1:210.

Under st,thrdoanbfl eydhearda tagpqt ¢ tl iet e f or repeated e
withering enfilade artill eshyehsmel Ibiasg camrarhé
After the initial abtacockremudsciguteano Rebhedt
behi ndveebaér t hey caouutlidonf ipnods.s iTbhliys expl ai ns t
Rebel casalesy Yt hgmr ¢ recadhward mfl eppdedt i on

Bycontrast, Me Ahi bk & empflioarrtyneeusdpee ci aelw y t he
Jer swehyi,fcchught f ori novtehre Bonpdekmo usuch hostile cir
not have been uncommon for Civil War units t

12t h New JerseWHadtlcdl #i 8t ©h, ei tli a@culbd otkkaeewe i m
whodre@or ps position



OLMSTEA
19t h ME
19t h MA
7t h Ml
1st MN
59th NY
152nd NY
184th PA
36th W
10th NY
108th NY
7th WV (
TOTAL

MURPHY
8th NY H
155t h NY
164t h NY
170t h NY
182nd NY
1st DE (
TOTAL

10t h
14th
TOTAL

CN

Overall
Dat a
engaged
regi ment

The

M2as &c t .

Tabd 3 Feder al

D s

Bn.
(P
Pi el

O O OO O OO0 oo oN o X

Sec
eav’

Pi el

Ww O B OO OoODN

o

(Pi

(=Y

Tot ¢

dur imfg
al

kegngagthgniwve st

MmooNMNONOROOOBOS

O O N O P O W

g1 O

Casualties West

M Tot
0 0
0 [ 7] Morning Casual ti
0 0 Pi keting
0 0 Pi keting
0 1 I'n | ine
0 0 I n line
0 2 I'n | ine
0 0 I n line
0 2 Sent to picket |
0 0 Sent to picket |
0 0 Sent toboWlmstead
0 5
3 8* I n line
0 0 I n line
0 1 I n line
0 0 I n line
1 4 "69th NYSNGA", p
0 0 Sent to Murphyds
4 13
0 0
0 6 Sent to support

6

24

ros@er s,

see

of

cameffiemalt heet ur O 6 b16:96.B d herstei
toht éh elr @ tpthlaes el hle9 tahc t MiAa. |
footnot e

Evagdsvi , GioomMondsoCal €£d 6oetma k e r

Terry .(A¢l@de)sbhdioymaer t i | | ery suppoditd
the Feder alprmwmibakdety IniorRedd@e.e nff loa ma2 0 @ n
of the battlefield is minimal Dat a

suffered

casual

ti

es.

Yy M

of Roc |

ueihat twlee e
figure

is

RtolcrRegdo BF abchgadéas

Peck56Ha4)

for

ndte spe rCatn

from ¢t
Bake

Hawbeer fesbtk.daiTdmickedea
24 osisre st hiasl tsheocuugohr br i gade eccoeamnvaendd € al Mur phy



Y H

wound. Aggressive Rebel attacks here would a
comrades fighting east of Rocky Branch, part
firepbaweér effectivel y¥Y"blunted Hethés attacks.

Bot h Evanshardedp uGoartdioonns f or pewtrg combati
test jwdoemygr ot betn ftildye ne x p e cadleadi msiuncge elses ,fiwas ne
certain of victory. | expected to gobble [th
succeleigsng a@e merfti rigdnd etslkee t r oops had fought si
Shenando,awh eYa&l ltsdud yfaehrseedrciraiss ha fn g owemalaa@ sand
reputation f dro UWheaigrimgt eudn wihlelGimregsmé goretrsr at t
comme niGed dondés Vall ey troops € had attempted
maneuver of hrtuoRmgirrma prso tp ofosdgup € mfgo tciwant cra dtuit e
tohe waorstsi Cemcepemaoaal™ memoirs

The Confederates failed to utilize tactic
Petersburg battles, such as Reamso6s Station,
targeted the Union artillery secttiolnlser i min
could have attempted to counter thé&° Feder al

I n the | ate afternoon of February 5, the
seveéamage Uanonhh@nd Corps

Y"End of Jan 1865 I nspect i onP5Re P&l P-2ZBNARAeMOIBE, RdAI Ut
|l osses, is probably an overestimate; ORsehcoawsl etihgahtt .t he

Bi | ITmegsHi story of the ,10%86 .MaTshsea cthruosoeptst si lBaGaredonds
main part of Jubal Earlyds Army of the (Shenandoah) V
Wi nchester (Sept 19, -2128)6;4 )T,0 nfoiss hBerrofosk HiA¢IO c(99 e1pdta n2dlit 6 e
a myas br dken oump.otfed hrb atcokotpfspanr e und Peareerfsobrumegd, i n
Second Cor ps MadgeGmma n dGeod diibyhh € L®&we sanddlahhe i hi me arhd sf,eo0 Ci
War SerRRidB); Water s A& SEnarhd n dsut, Spalri Bat Blaemdof Hatcher
At |l 4diGtAde ekl y | nAprilli gb,c @t &6 5nas particularly |l ow in t
of Terry and Peck, where desertion was rife. Amal gama
feffectivesd present at this stage olffondiengrar9 avamsame
unit created strlLoctkfant iaghdnentesd hleSWal IVaacg, nia | nfan
(Lynchburg, VA, 19Teh&e) ,2766; VRGigddbaadRamhg53/i rgi ni a

Hormhe Petersburid8Tampaign



Chapter 7

Overnight Activities
February bGi,Febhru@dry. M., 5: 00 a. m.

Af ttéhre f ai | ed Codnufige cheer d tad ea safa& welrtnsoon of S
sporadic clashes between o pMcoAslilnigs tpebradkse €épdi cckoer
over 30 Conifrnecdlewrdaitregs a commi ssioned officer.
many fresh Rebel graves.i ©Qoerengbad, akredeemds
Rebahd escorted them back to headquarters fo

LeWy Lt. ThamapsarTol sodn,Conf e dBerraafftees fr om N
volunteered to retkti evéhahleées Wal Hwdgles.@nkdidak

under the cover of darkness, they approached
the moonlight betrayed them. Feder al pickets
project, |l osing three killed, three wounded,

West of Rocky Branch, on Ol mstead0s previ
(origins not stated) over rTahre talR8pdom ¢ y lona mif a t h
Col . Charles Kleckner commatni sgonsufpmpande89

New Yor k, drove the Rebels back hforsamttwoe r i f
captured and uP® to three wounded.

Union Troop Movements
Despite garnering a comfortable victory, AOP
gat hered from prisoners fueled his fear that
2nd Cor ppmndf urstoheart e it f rMena dieh ed encaiidne dF etdoe rcad n
forces around Humphreysoés position. A flurry
commanders initiated substanti al movements i

At 5: 00 p. m., Meade ei ICfomrhm&dte Yaa etagecnk etdh a t
Hu nhpr ebyditdrad s o f amMeapderl paud tWae ren on al ert
Humphreys if requir eGr.elgddr rbeene nao @espod el teeadr on ehdi m
ondoar passed on Meadeds news to his division;
possibility of moving back up Vaughan Road.
at 6:25 p.m. as t het aveMa Broircdagv&ir | urcyi naelnl yr, e tQurrenge
receive the message.

Meade had already s ummo@Head. trreainnfftodrsc eniehn tCs
di vision at 2:00 p. m.So0obutaOpiechww b et aimodr e s u
Corgpsmma,Ma¢r Géem.getW.y regquesorogmenysrepl i e

BORA6/ 1-2R218BP8 James Mhi-Bitygeh yWi sconsi nlsuvolBihidgeaede | nf an
Di vi.2d oAr my( Neww mpls, 2015), 12sat082inRalrdy;| alBrdi3v.er ,

B1OR4 6/ 2: 402, 404, 409.
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he would di s patWhhe alllsojnd ioGg®iOo .fmrefan k7 : 20 p. m. ,
informed Meade that Hartranftdés 9th Corps di
would follow tHthem i mmedi atel y.

At:1@.mp, Meade sent an anxious note to Gra
Confederates had attacked Humphreys, inflict
overestimation). The A©OEmy owamanddanc &motricaetse d g
intelligenceplsangigeeds ntiodgmphegysds right. Mead
summoned reinforcements from the 9t h Corps a
join Warren. Grant responded i mmediately, te
Humphreys. However, with a broader strategic
saw this as an opportunity to striket He tol
may | ead to gef Ramdygd,h eorSoa tpho sSiitdieon fr om wh
Change original instructions to give al/l adyv

Over an (h8:uZr2 lpa.tne.r), Meade replied to Gra
Warren and Gregg-Vaagthe HRatadher ®s sRummg (nei th
occurred but HKMuemphr ey raowaietssgd .devel opment s
opportunity presented and push the enemy bac
Grant 6s i dea oforsmdheaRai bgyadgt hbat t he Rebel
fortificationBwdloaki mgr dhePlwmeRgkald Dhe SBoay tt &
Rail road without a f Il ank Nmeadenesnur nciosnesd dtehr aatb
had attacked Humphreys on the M ght to preve

At8: 45 p. m. , Humphreys told MotWar(roenne of |
woud el i eve him (Mott) and that Mott should m
Mc Al |l i steradddn@®ambBey]| actotnemmavhbdr i galdeplbot hi s

Smyth as requiretMot At woaussdnéeaomgos8ihi Gar ps di
(Hartranft) to his right and cWhnenaetcotnidbnsg 6ttch FC
Cummi,ngsart of th® main Union I|ine.

Warren eventually (9:00 p. mt) trheec eMawegd aonr
Roaldat chect s Rumpg egrmdreeaemygncentrati on in the
Gregg' sdicvaivsait awnylpw@eiar mém hough AOP headquart el
unable to contact the cavalry commander. Me a
Warren and Gregg back to support him. Humphr
attacks, andanRébplosshoetle,i droveh&regygds ks.
cavalry would protecCoRimgbhvathtdga deeaooinr om
expetct eadpp®Bail firedua.

BOR4A6/ 1: 1ORA6/250664 ty was standing in as 6th Corps co
Wright was on | eave.

1BOR46/ 2-9GBRA6/ 1: 150.

1BIOR4 6/ 2-4B309
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Brig.Jd&GEm Hartranft Maj . Gen. George W Getty

uni ongenerals.org wi ki pedia.org
At 9: 3VWarpr.emm. ,i nf or med Maj. Gen. Griffin,
t hat tvhceurdtalrrcphau p a¥&kughamd Rloeadwanmedsheittr obpsn t
as s@pomsaddne arriving at Hatdc lbdrh'es wRisre,, wGnli 4
reli eve Mophtotl'dsi ndga tthReaitocrh e e’ s Waurnr ecrr obstbd engh,. 1 a
wagon train will follow you, and | wish it p

possible and set the pioes®®syto repairing t

At :D® Meamhessaged Grant asgoHumpbréepat Re
had atGreglgeedsr agnudafrédaer ed tgledy breitgvleten War ren ari
Meade al so want ed htaad Kmrea@awmdiWarHwemphrHayd an h
Humphreys hedpd ijeuds ttWaadraerm ewdahst hsaetrdaiimmgs b ack p
and his soldiers would be arriving soon. He
force had cQrtegoyfof anefnew of

Atl0: 25 p. m. Me&iilemtamskepdate on the situat
to do in the morning. He strongly counsel ed
with any enemy outside of their trenches. Be
(10: 30 p. m.h)e, hfardo nifevahrodme uigdidte 6. 25 op dmr st od ¢
were sent to you to Map@eneNadlt Meyoderr €iomeaatd
t hWar wamoving to join Humphr eiynsg aahd hteh aHat c h
(Gr e)vo ud WlaWadr r e né& s n s . He explGoirpesd htaldatat A.ackK.e
Humphreys'sthieghwoahd dhaiGe eigrg kiolull dt ddreo umal &
Humphreysoés comman®n@bi¥e. supporting the

BO0R4 6/ 1L, 0RB6E/ 2,: 349064 .
BORA 6823 9B7

B"OR4 6/ 2.: 410
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Meade eventuall $Ufpenp| i gdvi ogGhamtaatompl e
t heentdaryebs events, again (incorrectly) saying
Rebel attacks. He only addressed his plans f
woul d attack any enemy forces out sipdeaytehdei r
concern about the | ikely arrivall®@mRebehe c

(Magdagent to Gregg had gone missing. Me ade
this situation and for some of Humphreysoeés
move to the Wyatt hot#fse and cover Halifax Ro
At 1:15 a.m., Meade sent another panicky
escorted courier and t hfadrCeeabeéins eldwdrthdne r ¢ dh e
actions of the Conf eder atMe acdaev a lerayr endo vifionrg tuhp

a
reported that Rooney Leebd6s entire cavalry fo

a

[

Greggbs cavalry. However, shorts$yatifnhegriwhad,
own men had shot at and capavakdwnelwaesoodurier
Mal oneds Crossing after all. LAeOwecsakhallrydre

over 30 Hiles away.

Warrends Night

Al t hough ordered to move back to the Hatc
needed ti meobodongéaethkian dt reixepkwsmace aveéry at
The first of Warrenodés divisions (Griffinds)

di vision departed about midnight, while Craw
a. m. Maj or Genree lailMovbatdosf Frdl®ermés on t he west
Run craots8a8.nags | nsMotutct malr,c hdadehiregamemftd he T
house, near the |Iine held by McAIIlister's an
YankehMis| @iswisOinere i n position, as previously

brigade to®his command.

Amongst the first to detpRarnn<ylmpa nwias, SHErti.
Al fred L. Pearsonds bri gaidte ,waGr infofw nsbusn dda wn s
been freezing hard all day but . . . we soon
frozen ground to sleep with only a few pine
from the comfortabdbl Edgdwanoerki ewna roma gt heee dgurgohu |
asetbwee 0 01ledPndn.QA@. p. mhey remeveedu®&ndghant Road
towards Ha¥cher s Run.

Orderedd4o00) bpmdved a oifi x€dadifve sd Wmg | €
potenti adl e xgreesteddgey had to endure the cold

BORA 6/ 2939PIYGRIG/ 1-5150

BOR6/ 15251

WO 6/ 1-7T28BME82992QR5 1/ 1: 288, 290.

Blwi Il I'i am Hhe L9tckrey o(f Phihlea ReelgdiWBda,t Jlosh6n8 B .s t Wa wt iodr ,t he

88t h Pennsylvania Voluntel8&Phn!l atdel WWRi0abaor BsAhfahl &8, ¥4 ) on
Compédkn22By the wards end, Mar shall had achieved the
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William H.RdmrKkyel, vddi a, Brig. Gen. Henry Bax
ni ghita ssst range sight of men crowded together
protection than overcoats, and an occasional
sl eeping on the ground in a winter rainstorn

in the capes of their overchiatdatawdswmbhldef ée
despitesta@aptrannuAnaotl haenor odil dgjaedt se,r 6Bvits. John
88B8Rennsyl ea@aal ldgdhehdwys had to wal k around al
freezing. o
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Mag .1 Overnight Act6,vilt865. February 5

Greggbs Night

Gregg had departed Dinwiddie CH in the ea
Bridge along tretaRdemoOwlsvamwmiaa sCavaler 6 Lt. C
commandi ng, acwiedbhp@ts. ridamr Yuld.r dQICioprEzamti 'ess s
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and,k at the tailAbondwe Refledtitndel cwé dommobhsesehn] |y
firiinntgo. t N@e mFe diem@doystthvee r@onf e d etrvad eme rc agpft uG e d
Company¥edEmhal eawealrueptddgd dsneBr i dge amound 10:
and biviuacked.

Because Meadmedse@l: 20 p. m. message, Gregg
Warrends new position at 11:00 p. m. | magi ne
to this news. They had been on the move in t
Lieutef@annahmgnndgdyl vania Cavalry, recalled ho
managed to eat and doze between 10: 00 p.m. a
(Sgt. Maj. EsdMairde PCavabrg) dememihetedi Rgbelo
capture some of their pickets. The regi ment
|l andscape. Greggb6s cavalry eventually met wup

RoaGr avelly Run crossing ar ouwndv ad awnt hosmymaFsesh rn
al lwaie

Confederate Overnight Activities

Al t hough having no direct testimony, 1itods
t he Rebel hi glhad oenanainldys | Flneye ctcherted erritory,
eveningofcfoaamdiewve had beeRetedsibgomety fflaainlku rleo.ok
vul nerable, and the armydés morale was quest.
men back into the Confederate works protectd.i
cold and miserabl e nightd urnedpged t aamtys ,al h dJmii ro@
on these positions.

On the Confederate far right, Col. Lea, ¢
orders from his divisional commander, Pegr an
Mill to i@r dwohmwhweode, they should remain throu

of the brigade returned to their camps behin
would retur®™ before dawn.
RecalelarthhideentQamrefse@®dpat E&cVeinl e endeavori
return t ohePedtaadroubRoregned Lee with the 13th Vi
Subsequemeoadg ,t ® hBiynwi ddi e CH, which David Gr

vacated. At nightfall, Rooney gave Cooke an
with some verbal i nformation to relay to any
he r etahceheGr avel LguRBudedr bbpsphnyghkethlsawh ewerea

friends or foes, he approached anxiously. Th
di vision, and they directed him to Pegrambs

0R46/ 1 OBRNBD/;2-1@The Rebel s wer e tphAo ICalvlay rfyrom t he 13

Mo hThe Cor many5DiarkEdecwhirsdt oPrry Tofbitehe IFSi6tI8B § Bolait oa, Cav
1887)-79Q0 B/ 1-68366370; Wil lHiasnodr.ya HZ ad emb/m yC cCropripeatney Rec o1
of Cotfitpdbh '@Ganvna(lPrhyi | adel phi a, PA, 1870), 275.

¥Hormmhe Peter sbhumrd 8SRehdl mEmtl f ot H0O Gr BEywgnh Nmw Bern to B
Pl a4 #7057, 805.
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Cooke shared a warm reunion with his old sch
rode further north to Gordonbés headquarters
information from Rooney Lee, and Go)ydon told
Gordon opined that the Federals wouldnot att
heavy assault on Pegrambés | ine in the mornin
that Pegram appeared mel anchol i cmamd( mpaeoccu
details given), the meeting brf®ke up, and Co

The Rebel Cavalry

Esten Cooke stated that the | ack of Rebel
right flank, fAwas a most unfortunate yet wuna
had set up camps at Belfield, 49 mhl ebealwatiyt
intriguing and mostly mi slkretptrlees emd pdr ti,n Racke
statedhatdatohbr ingRW thég¢lasn dHi viFsi on forty mi
[ Febr uar yyed] hi meicmal Go #lgayd o helbir Rwidd édait e CH t ha
Confederate courier had passed thfbugh headi

What is known of the Confederate cavalry
brigades, each commanBedgbagi arf GamboghnRubu@é
North Carolina brigade, Brig. Gen. Ri chard L
James Dearingoswhrnliledi becli ghelé Gr ahambés Virgi
and Beale wemnded hhtehifcomaoadi JeadBs St umgui shed wa
recsoAr successful arti lhlaedr yt ackcemmmeacrnodrenra,n dD eoafr ian ¢
i n ApBrefal.

The strength of Rooney Leeds cavalry divi
t heend of January 1.86I5t Imasyp exdmewmh Rreg@ olrdt we en
The report revealed a short anaeoyfof Bavreraipoqesr @

Heels had no footwear. A | ot of Dearingds ho
mobility. On February 2, the troopers had en
cont est . I n Barringer bs wBa utgladlier, iancé ®aaant fir

¥Cookearing qof 580e Gray

CookeWearing, obH@RMé/ Grr W9, 1210; Lambert & Suderow,
Run, 0 42. The strength of Robert E. Leebs words has r
Rooney Leebs cavalry division took part in the battle

97 amb eRretb,e i Units and their ComRwam,dd® rABeBadtr #ihreg eBradtst | e
capture on April 3, 1865, he gainadtorietyfor being the first Confederate general to meet President Abraham
Lincoln. Bealehadachieved recognitiofor his role in intercepting the Federal Kilpatfiéahlgren raid in

March 1864. In tfs raid, Dahlgren was killed, and papers found on his body revealed a plot to burn Richmond

and kill the Confederate presideBealetook over the brigade in October 1864, but administrators misplaced

his promotion paperworkheseonly came through on February 6, during the battle. Three of his sons served in

his brigadeWhen given command of a cavalry brigaB&hmondfailed toratify D e a r ipnorgoios,

although official reports always referred to him as a brigadier gei@mdteb 21, after months of conspiring,
Dearing transferred to his close friend Maj. Gen. Tho
Brigade. Shot at the battle of High Bridge (April 6, 1865), Dearing died of his wounds on April 23 and is

regaded as the last Civil War general to die from combat.
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mar ching over the previous six months, as we

f o &Y .

Bri g.RWfewns C BarringBrig. Gen. James Dearin

wi ki pedia.org wi ki pedia.org
It is unknown when the orders arrived to
would it take a courier to travel to Bel fiel
recall ed an order for al/l men with Isierev.i ceab
He declined the bpbpdee, waBlhhemcagetbdbfathihs smemo
that others responded similarly. HoGw vmamy tr
I

wrote that el ements of the c¢cdmmard Ilef.t Hoawep
no evsdppoets Barringer or Dearingds brigade
battle. Seminal texts on these cavaliers and
showédthhey sufferedr inogchbatal ti es. No battl e
4, 000 or even 3,000 Rebel ucaweal rignvdoi ecieantgeesp rtehs
these t whindosti mpsatdaerst i altlhye chatttrliebut e t o

INARM9 35, R&HB;;PBSB,;P5B;P58TThe cover page of the AEnd of
I nspection Report" recorded 3,093 men, while, inside
for duty) adiheduspat d ydrEbH2abl e col unenldh bde2i naf nadn t4r3y woenr
DaugltGtrray, Cav282emMScratcheso or figreased heel 06 was a
caused by prolonged st andihreg 4itrh vNeotr,t hm8QRbdyg bd rnerda L€.a vRd il
Har rTehlel ,2nd Nort h (Qeaerfofleirnsao nGC ad4vikedl dVayAd @ b RlopdEFe br uar y
23, ,18p6abge 2.

¥Har rTehlel ,2nd North,C84dli Aac@aaalryymemoir claimed tha

Run were received at noon; howeverlOtthheVitrigminbdgds) Jdanv atlh
Sheri danFBaghti mgeif oCo nSfeenckeradt d e@ener al Rufus Barringe
Cavalry(Blti padaedo Hills, CA, 2016); William L. Parker

Thesis, Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 1969. Neither
exchanged email s with Shehrei dCaonn fBeadrerriantgee rg e(nae rdael s)c, e nMlaar n
wrote the Rooney Lee biography), and Cheri Todd Mol te
knew of any evidence that placed BarrkHingtaor ioes Defart ing
Sever al Regi ments and Bfartanaltihen ssifx oNiC Nooa u ahld iCya rrod g inme
not mention the batTthlee .Badhathtekr eotf6 & Budegod oww?2 . fi
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I n contrast, testimony demonstrates that
and ar dnidues j90ur ney overnight, reaching Hat cl
6 . Possibly, a few troopers from the other t
Rooney Ledg Namgitmhe LTaAvalry, this cavalry for
following twé®days of combat.

Anal yEelsr wdry 5, 1865

Wit h dafy Uomesn offensive concluded, how ha
Uni on Reflections

The day produced mixed results for the Un

Confederate Boydton Plank Road supply Il ine p
existed to disrupt! The intelligenddeunderpi
Federals endangered a cavalry division and v
mi ssugn as Meade initially feared

And yet, the Federals captured the Rowant

Neck Bridge and reached as far west as Dinwi
alsea@asily garaedgtbal ly i mportant Hatcher ds R

and Vaughan Road. Union troops had previousl
1864, durttwgfénanves @and on December 9, 1864
Federals had soon withdrawn. I f Grant ds men
represent a significant achievement.

I n addition, the Federals had forced the
compell ed them to attackFad esedhdermddl eyd rUenpiuolns el di
mi ni mal | osselsad rGgtanh &d ResbBBalulmesources, res
to exXhend.

Despit the | ate afternoon Union victory,

I

n
i te
profoundly affected Federal haddnaotegyerfed Rél
from the divisions of Hethg Bvahet sMdedeadi a
Hat cher 6s Run crossings). That <constituted a
Humphreysods and Smytimgs asowud sds mearnvte ttluatned o
Without the cruandcaittmacitil y eofy BoApiploansh@®P 6s b

have | ost Smythés division. Meade also feare
appear at any time from their Belfield base.
comprehend why Meade consolidatedhéi s forces
Hat cher 6s Run crossings. However, in doing s

From an armchair in a warm room over 150
Meade had been bol d, he could have ordered W
Leeds r i ghtudfilneénokr.a iGaih®agramés small divisio

20K r i,¢tkh Virgi,43a [DlaOvtaht rWi r gi6i B e@d wadlsr ywn memoir rese
sentence fBeraHtielsée ob gtV lfrg@ dmeaal9miy 5. sldnds memoir in cont
det ai |l edf attct®ulmatt| ¢ HerewWrlghkadallvbeotdengnt FACawal ry in
(Boston, -210%18), 197

0VI0R4 2/ 16426636 -76QR4 2/ 391896 PD,AadmPa on Neiweshoomend Must Fa
(Kent, OH, 2241B49. Loc 4834
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| ocat IFuwd shterl ay t he undef ended WhSiotuga hGa kd eRo a
Railtbad¢capture of which would doom Richmond
9t h Corps and 6th Corps divisions, Meade pro
Confederate assaults on VaughwasRbDpadpoButtibae
state to influence affairs. Although Grant h
why Meade chose.t NWetbatuheobshnhoevwe vt eorn,f thhien dYsaing
may have beenadandeoiVaywgQuak krmakRoad junction

Confederate Reflections

The Rebels appeared unprepared for the Un
woul d be no substantial action wuntil the Spr
gui et , rwdathh ntohecondi tion to facilitate mass |
claimed that the Confederates were not expec
had not??returned.

With over 30 miles of Petersburg trenches
sol dieeadss, | ogi stics and supply demands becam
Conf edaelrkamtcaesdper i od of Afrteaenr gfgrnom atthheonVal | ey | ¢
t wo mont,Gerdanbeethed to familiarize themselyv

vul nerabl e regéantF y aRrekboerl @ &ceaivzaddr y was i n a b
supplfiocosd,offandgequi pment for botwh moeml &n d nmd
ailing hofsaesaw@Ggmpadena of operation, they <c
the support and intelligence he desperately
The i mportant Rowanty crossings at Mal one
required better ddfoeweise® . dTssubpapmoari th otRheeb efl e w
guarding Rebel pickets. Pegramdébs remit invol
on the cruci al Boydton Plank Road. He especi
Hat cher 6s Run. The Fedemeksiogptutetealrkstibt
throughout the entire day, Pegramdés division
Humphreys captured the crossings at Ar mst
10: 00 a. m. 't toolkitxhdoReBalt esantahediadivamal n
hours for the Federals to organize their for
earthworks. The attacks, when they came, cou
of Evansbés dulvasibhummegaany chance of succe
February 5 had been a black day for the A
support and with infantry so | ow on moral e,
Confederates may have feared that their righ
wonder Lee fAnwept I i ke a child. o
Thlrungnyg exhausted Yankees and Rebels end
with sleep hard to achieve. As tlhiei mluegi mo®se
whaedayw mi ght hol d.

2pittEgBMAgly Fedt 10, 1865



Chapter 8

Trying to Locate the Enemy
February 6,1:8:00@.an. m.

At 6: 4Mo nad.any.,, FHbmpuhregy dMmagaiangnar i zi ng t h
Uni onds: situation

Everything remains quiet. The troops of the
night, and hold the Iine strongly to Fort Cul
came up before morning and Gr egtgt si LSavawrgn at
right é% Smyth.

Byconcentrat iowgermiisghftoraocoeosund HuAm@mreysos 2
commandehatMewdkei d r emcroen sc d &kt dé&metil 5 ngg. m. , Me
to Grant sayi Rgmphaty¥Wamweemeviaanhdndisgihtti drl ank
secured B8ymmi ngsf bk bw&dod g tdi vi si ons at th
RoaHlat cher 6s Run cr os $iamg o iGWaergbgeorsf ochhevead e y me
shared with oGrdaente dh oVa rir eedtdoa ma vidu mp i rhenys det e |
enemysrfeosriceed outsi délishé&iedelriahe whbuwadr ks i ve
di scovtelreedoppaanivott heatn amatc k Conf edwedbtepawiedhi n
defensive posi tMeard®.d chthaogstv atfiafj . h&wn. Al ex S.
di ssenihneastee dou deed ssi gni fican® confusion and c

Af tMeradMay r en sweansi otrheUni on officer on the D
all forces presgeei vedbobeSndddmmsa.em. to probe th
front and at t,acltke ainryt @ rmp rt ehtee b ptelme di spatch a
on Humphreysods ffrioghht. ioAd ulkea & Hpértiehva foeuesr mae d
t hmdashew e the Federals expected another att ac

Consistent withkathes heaedpfevomt Homphreys

heéd deployed trodfgs vi s @ouMasjd. MaHma.r Gidsatntf t
di vi,si€bmps pfroorbet heheseimyoahn .HuFnprhthlegirsmor e,
di rec?edormicd dicerpy epare he atadmpwk€@aomfoard dadr at e s
out shhees wWdarrkren swiftly replied, acknowl edg
or deomet iod dawn Coawksorad be ready to support F
War mermotrdtbend hi,sdf Rebméel s on.l yblenlaide weeddetaht @@ sRe b e
|l ine extended south to Gravelly Run about a

2B0R4 6/ 22322

OR46/ 10RER/;2: 4 MEa] . 4%B58n. Webb had been shot through t
1864 and presumed dead. He b toamfify rmtluamed8G®». tlhhe B8 N
Medal of Honor for his deeds at Gettysburg.
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Gregg had just reported skirmishing with the
sayi wgpheparing for anything an® would awai't

So i nsbtoedhd rcefn and Humphreys pi olbiemg etdhei t
only téxrxedatte @fhihe oommuni cati on mishap aros
assumption that HumpiMeay®osutdedrkese, WHum@m.r e

older than Warren and far senior in the Regu
Humphreys in the Volunteer Army (by two mont
t he %war .

Humphreys Probes His Front

At 9: OHu map.hnmm.e y 8 r aGmedne.r eDde ,Mo o b6 s atda vi si on
conducteconnai ¢ $@&n de cldeysoctodveesseeher eabouts of
Confederates, and | earn if they had retired
on the: m2sdiOnS. Sharpidhiobt Mabqte 2@ihndé nide awnya
Art iP’Helreyp.l oysear p koot ers right and |l eft of t
advance guard on Qnrhet hred &k tammplischaris E®@ueadv @. s i d e
road tshormeugds, hdévh &t2dDttvihadi ana ¢ omphainseeasDet 0 sec
Trobmpiracdeddadcdhwar ds unoppohseeidng tthhderha@wonn f eder a
advapcelkieneUpon aracgheeigngti ced a feéwgRdebel s
woskonstaoacoes At feew osahdb.t s swi ftly dislodged
Trobri anMatskaw st hheous e a haelauta nzid (bcegymaotrnids ut chuast |
of ocCaoapfedef@anses. The Yanlke els@nagifetaenrc etdr atdoi w
Shogui ckly ousted .some Rebel outposts

De Trobriand r ealihGendf ddart avthekdgl ensabiand h e d
forwaski hinisa & e e tsheeniemsytéorse n (dHteh s aw a lraursghei nRge b e
toward the éstebdbdtfntevad 20Wh dodmpdbD@asBr.obri and wi't
his men, fearicrugf ffthablesfeercoed dhribcegm rtelceo nrnaaa & s
running north to theompaadnriMaeamntdg Rebel ef sho
desire toemnt tfacmkwarhe t wtoCochd mPah  AeaR0emwmder L
| ndjwhnead vanced acr odshse &l uwarnph & os e fomeasjé ooru n d
Confeeat atte,d mmd mtdsy Bd o u btt h wmawamendoomsmandi ng t he
road

The Yaonpkeefeesuire Retbedlrsom Pegr awmidsi Di i abowne t
barricades. DhesKbwnffierdee,masngddedmi@e r ptah atpece t s
occupy small pda rt tsr @ mdErenTiitrs ieqpfro dt theedg rt dinses po f

WO0R4AH 15 4DRA6/ 2.0 433

2%Donald R.UnlIemma&aGemer aNar Geamver ate ult i t0il seg rRaocuen datTofpi ve F
(Jefferson, NC, 2015) 19; OR 46/ 2:422, 430.

207We f i r s tn diheatr ptshheo 02t er s i n Chapt er2®hn Trheemd nadnlayn;a trheeg
sol di ershat@i mbhet 20ed out of servitceNiwa®Dca da@l6l4de c tBiyo IF
of ficers and menthrtdmaa nndi M1g9 f he@e ml athteer7 r egi ment being
famous Il ronsBEi gjaedey Ahti Ll ery daogugheedrehéeesbadnuember
killed and mortally wonuindrendy oifn aa ys irfedgli ameechd 8 ,i anl & Bhéet tUl
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mi sgioomi vi si on an.d Widirdp so depwdnanya naedempl i shed,
f ol |l owaanrde teudron t he F®deral | ines

ar =

_
Maj. Gn. Alex S. Webb Brig Gen. P. Reis de Trobriand
Library of Congress Library of Congress

Towardsa. HunmpOhoegsesrnetdr inft to dgeond out a I
reconnoi t BSemibtehy canndd Headies ehoubepossi ble, the
strenbgntRle bebssi de of t hei rdinsapianthcenoeRd 6t h Har t r ¢
Pennsydtommamded Wiyl ILitManCGl.IODNne of Hartranft s
CapMa.t,t ami | itahre wiotahds ind htebeatvi CGond &t ognalrat e
position, accAdnpshasare dr d fheC dpefdetdydiradd wtss irckes i d e
their works excepyibhbei usoatbt @mnak g tog € bosnd ynpg
Hu mp hroerydsedhsee gi sgniecit not re e tpagoed sanid® i on .

A Perplexed Warren
Meanwhil e, Warren continued to seek clari
received the foll owing cchoioekfu dafl ,. meGesna g eNVefbrbo

my di spatch of 7.50 a.m. was written and sent
and was considered necessa[rMe addedrog etdo utnldee r mi ¢
yesterday of your relative rank, rendering i
instructions given |l ast night. General Humph]
and thus mine of 7.50 proves to be unnecessal

The disglktchipdi s un d e rashtoauatn k nge nlito railtsyjoe exmpd 83 n
over of messagevhbwidehefuomphedybhi s intention

2OR4 6/ 1-22PRA6/ 2ThRddoubt just north of the Crow house

batAldkescription of tAhd drmEAeelolty ilsntpalplviigdendRBB 5 . I n t
Union officers used the terms: probe, reconnai ssance,
interchangeably to mean the same thing.

2°0R4 6/ 1.: 3T4MeRPR ODad only formed in Sept 1864 and joinec
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befroe®eei ving Webbdés 7:50 a.m. message to Hum
their fronts. alihesdsveege OMelby 6par t jaanldl yWamr e 2ml v
remapeepdl|lTeox edoompound the confusion, about t we

communications operator at headquarters sent
received around 8: 00 a.m. should be timed as
Waryrekhnown for his gurcé&tyareehtedn(006: 086

Me a deehoiedsft a&fxfp,l ai ni ng that he had not receivVve:l
on t hem. He had received one around 8: 00 a.n
to his front. Warr drad olwad,0onwaan gtelri o1 etclees sarr g
t hat hedédd organized his forces according to
his plan to probe the enemy and watgedpcikng f po
his troops i h Heamphmeys needed support. Warr
presence facing him appeared I ight, and i f h
the same road that Meade hha westedmdadqyysoor der e
support Humphreys, 2Whatever Meade wanted
With the communicatama Warorbd re mst iulnlr elssrod wa
wanted him to probe on his front, Warren fac
along Vaughan Road intensified.
Uni on Cavalry Actions

After marchingDanhirdbu@unbgd@iveasd miytt,ed t o r e
Warrends 5th CoBps g&daomemadvlide O Or eat. um.ned fr om |
morning to resume .ABmiakm.nads hoef o brpessmtigeradr g & ¢h e
Gravelly Ruins ntoruonstseidn gRebel cavalry vigorousl:
Sergeant MajorsHdwaedC®valTolpieKnbwlesbds brig

the men were generally cooking their breakfas
The reast Peinanrsdy | vahwas Catvtadalked and the enemy

with severe | oss The 1stré&dacne. [Caaaling]twei
utensils and prospective breakfast where the\
their carbines the boys jumped into |ine.

With their horGaepst .selnothnt oD.t,hsbieriecakr6 €Cabat r &1l i |
advance and charged, checking tthRe rComnylewamniad
Cavalrynreteilragd vely good order. Myrick then
where they sought cover and defMan sniebICa v@md giyt
(268 officers and men) drew up | ustt hbee Hiumd o
they had that mememydgshlomatepsgcansi baal | y sh
t hemsel ves abwiulnddinsdpdne edge of the woods on
fi @&Thi.s sddmtaivi mdrd sporadic $hoodpnm. until ab

200R4 6 A 2 8 B-31.

21OR4 6/ 2 C4 ®ivp s hHliedtdor y of t h2To%hdHte sReogiymerdt t he BIB Mai n
79;Me r rCialmp,ai gns of, t3MBobset Meceeved a Medal of Honor f
during the final days of the war.
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Ot her Union cavalrymen had different reco
Rebels (most | ikely troopers bheBétalhdds Cava
morning. After halting for breakfast, Rebels
reserve Newwheé&ot@ Cavalry, Daviesodos brigade, ¢
brigade skirmi NéhwrYorfk o@mauvaler 2,4 t hey drove b
Knowl esdés brigade (di smount ed)k,s tahce yo shsa svtaiulgyr
Road near the Kegenthioussetheads wihteh friepenagt i ng r
easily held off the dismounted Rebel, cavalry
from Pegr aambsuldddd 0 i,iantmeinsi fi edanhtdet Bkeameséadn
Uni on ca®?al rymen
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Map 8.1 Army Movements, 8:00 a.m. to NoonMonday, February 6.

The Union forces had to maintain control
Road. About a mile up the road from this ski
brigade, Ayresods division,Ast d hsewp pmarrtc htetde t ehm
di stttheyge fGorlegdyd6s di smounted cavalMeynos kisr mmir ® mi

22py e sHiosnt,ory of the 10t 4Baegl@nme nGo od , K&a@Rrbd rit: 366 ;
Henry R.hHPsyhery of the Fi Sid{xtNewt Neegymnm&ayalVroyl unt e el
(Trenton, NJSom87WhioBOBavalry c¢claimed, in error, tha

a. m.
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cavalrymen remembertellemhatoumd aht0@ pemieved

Wi nt hr ocepd heetp 64t6lt é@ Nrew i ¥ohrekd c av al hr& DHti hc keent &
140t h NeeplYogkdh-eandg®§hdghoasahd &Bnd t he 15t h Ne
Heavy Artillery (nownan Henifldenfdtir e riemgi anelnar g ev
However, Sgt. UNewn¥ed k Bobeldi mdtliDeved t he <ca
pickets. HbenoaeehlRlpprmeer repeating rifles, a
[ were] worth a whole company of our Springfi
to the Rebel picket | i mnehirmrshtolog i wmgo s, wwee Cc0
This action continued for nearly .@nefpods, al
cavalrymen had now been active snncfes8t: 00 a.

Warren Finally Acts

Bet weerm. andO0O@1: 30 a. m. Humphreyshiafor mec
econnani ssdarmme eanlerloyb rtihaantch aaln dneldadtigadadfet r es
ounali gniReibtedncletssi de t Aei 12dabepses, Warren
i spatphe¢ wsmeé hgeg a deehwtewsft ,a fr fya gragion expl ai n t he
ommu ni c atpi dtrtattrheadtp | tvha &s cdoro h BWa(r jeernd Hu mp hr ey s t
etermi ne wafesutthse deen d rhye irre swarakosnvash asnbde i £t o dr i
hem i n. Wadenemr r ecei vceoth deuxcpté ¢ @ m h a iasnstlea meestt ® o u
f Hatcher's Run to ascert ai nShtohret |wh earfetaebrowat
rrived at Warrends headquarters, presumably
ituation n the ground.

Suitably enlightenéedbt pWdieraa@m® 6 £Cu i@aiwe e tdi o n
o nhoivse di viVaiugiRoaand othng medDabrey Rs aatitdak ke at
oad t oowadr ds atvhnei | | . dCi & wd niradh K =eldeeu lad essn ke ncoun
ascertain tiheaposddfieglessioiteved Apr bde aeadriibiys
di virseicoeanrvddeds f ol | ow Cr awf or d,, tcakrerogmptdiry i hgo
the cavalry downt hVahuignda we Riefafadiamésgls er ve i n t hi
Hat chedvasgRaamdos €inhgendem&rdeggcei vadd osreder s
caval rdyownorvcRo g i a a nadnRderbiakes 0 s s Gr awWafr kFgnRun
believed this would be easily accomplished a
Confederate cavalry skirmishers. I n addition
the hé&fofftae advancing infantry column of C

nu 9 0O T o O Qo =

-

2B0R461: 238 hl osser W iRbibm,g tdeahiikEest ory of the BWFt Mai n
Pr esHiosnt,ory of the 10tI12cReeoga bntesnts loifr Miasvhmilmgy al ong Vaucg
numerous in diayytee maoiiesnt ed the text around those eve
I n his repo hend/vedhoaop ¢loaismegoritt tpwasbeanvhaylery natonl: (
One of Wint pos infantrymen wrote that OMbetsun was
memoirs be from blue or gray commented on how col o

- o= 0
—- = ~
(oXE =1

24Schl osser Wr iRtoibng t@BMiee 1;P2 nTehldi st ory of the First New
303.

BORM 6424332 4BREG/ 1: 254,
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cavalry foheertboadwatalli ng down t NMenkastNecke
Bri #% e .

By 1:30 p.m., Crawfordoépuasapdddjwne s$veau gchiawni
Road towards the Dabneyds Mil |l Road intersec
relieved by DEwitchr@rpe&gg one nc av alhreyr dperrpsp saahnedd t
t hGconf e doevreart eGr avel |l y Run.

The Confederate Sitwuation

Throughout tRelkmbd nacagpt edea primarily de
Het hds rDdsdgieesduwiretityn @ mai n Comnf ie fthioer a thie oconf s
Armstrongés Mill, their advanced pickets hayv
These forces showed no appeRridRendd@nWwdl 2mavi ng
Battalion, Mc@Gembées eBlr itdheeddér e? :yOh@ cd .bnad & ya.l i on
marched 300 yards to the right of ®$Harwvd sbdés ca
bui |l tHefnirrye A mmen, al so in McCombdés BAI gadej et

along the |l ines. Poor Fred Wingate [wounded
mor ning. 0 CapttaNor tJlo h@a rSd loiama, 2Cdookedbds Bri ga
to their camps on February 6, wherkvaghsedy enj

d viseborned to the Confederate works on Het|
commanded bkFi B gamwhGeh. had ahei eed bdéwahe Re
the previous day, lay in their |ines until a
camps in front of Petersburg?’ they set off a

Pegrdmniissiomancupying the far right of the F
intentions. This forc6en nldhundsetdo n,h eCairdi glaadhers

BriGe.n. WelLéwiasRecall that Johnston was absen
bri gaoadnanand passi ngbawt Clod:.00 eaa.. mAt Pegram or
his |Iine (curving it backwards) to the worKks
his 775 men, Lea received ordersatsoplaelsd bt lei
|l f compelled to fal.l backt hdeed emesetCrtbbme so sl o
houwtli,ch must be held. Lea | earned that Pegr

Hof fman (631 men) and Lewis (902 men) down C
enemy # her e.

At 11: 00 a.m., an undisclosed Rebel comma
VaughamMHaRaadkr 6s RuiNaokamse airge eatst @ akeéemggave t
task $Mornthe GQarolina Battalion E8Tmmaynded by

20RA 6/ 1 ORBE; 2.: 434

27Dri Ferst and Se3lodn;d Rdawmiaymiassncke nces of Tdl6e e®uoininf or d Gr
Go Gr a3y5;ThHeorFhet er shurdbdl8Regi ment

2BOR 3 : 804k a mb Rretb,e Ilfi Uni ts and their CommaPRPdets2at Shleer B

The 21st Nor 44 Qeortoel i9naof Chapter 45, Sherrill discus:
Masonic Lodge. The |l ocation of the latter still seems
2°Reuben Wilson acquired notoriety the following montt

all egedly took five Union sympathizers from jail and



advanced nearly a mile before Yankees fired
withdraw. Shortly afterward, L&ar dendiaked ha rs
brigade and strike the retreatingw&mdaeeal s a
of the | arge, entrenched FedeAamsfoorocgdg HMimlp
bl ocking that maneuver. He declined the orde
knew the complete situation. Moments | ater,
staff, and Lt. Thomas Jones, from Gordoa$s s
strong position. The staff officers quickly
awaited the outcome. Starved of cawmlyry inte
have misconstrued the withdrawaRuwd De Trobr
undertake a probe (see ab®¥ve) as a broader U

Maj . Giles B. . Reuben Wil son
Wi ki pedi a i Congress

Meanwhi | ¢,0d®Pevgrr Qumaker Road towards Vaughe
brigades of L.@Bwarso in@@mHof éwmiass and &odtftmMaen we
l' ine north of VaG@uawalnl R o @Ahnerye ig bosi eméersByose noefy
Leebds dicsamadntydnded weden wiktihmilsdi hgder al cava

war ended. Oa #aApbel | IRepfrté 8 6ebgf. WiHloss@is t p b iApl dothlloggn b e
rarr esntded aken to Libby Prison, where he remained unt
Justice, and Reconciliation ii6 7N®rutrinaCarod| itrheed sCiWeislt €
(March 2012),-4VYol . 1, No. 1, 31

200R%: 8048 herTrhiel 12,1st Nor #4Thh4eCaremploirntas of Lee and Gordon
mentioning noORApedi BBa, oBAOrastShleeradbest § ot agmedt €d f r on
Lt. Thomas Jones was the officer mentioned in the can
afternoon.



hours along Vaughan Road. Pegrambés infantrym
intensifyifflg the fighting.

By 1:30 p.m., Crawfordés and Ayresodés bl ue
Dabneyodsam™md | David Gregg prepared to sweep al
back over Gravelly Run. Fierce fighting was

Anal ysi s

Al t hough t heofprt mpd gdsraedvtednldesar , some det ai |
baffling. With his three forces successfully
position of his enemy and push any Rebels fo
Unfortunately, Me ade O0sp dsiitliuare -raaon Krirerecgo gfenin ezlced
of ficer, combined with some shoddy communica
mi sunderstandings and del ays. Al though Warre
reasqgnghlpaunicow! i ous hlee dwaspaalchhets he receive
guestion. Warren had a reputfhatt itome feorrd ad ft eMa
1865, he would again expewhiealt eulotpiamaitee loy deao
his army care&€2dr and reputation.

After his meeting with Meade around noon,

expectations. What occurred at this meeting
Meade venting his anger toward Warren for th
haapproved the orders that Warren issued sooO0
perplexing. Humphreys used five regiments to
Warren committed two infantry divs stlomesatende
front. This seems disproportionate. No batt]l
Dabneyds Mil |l Road with an infantry brigade
substanti al Confederate maerse sttracnncpes Warsempaa

decision to dispatch a Areconnaissance of fo
event s.

Againttle testihGemmfye dlersatre baescti vities for
FebruBviydénce shutghgea sorfs RehbaitBablpy 6, Lee consi de
battlelLeedis primary concern remained keeping
Het hés and Evansés soldiers returned to thei
Petersburg. Not the actions of a commander p

And vyet, on the Confederate right fIl ank,
di vi(s2i,03n5 &dnches grmti rtdweo of this force south to
Wh adtihdbop® acHadckv@é&®r don or Lee ordered him to
evident from their brief official reports. R
the previous night, stating that Gordon had

2l have found no detailed Rebel accounts that descri.l
assuhnee etl ements of Rebel @édacvaunystodédrbe Bewlieds Bari gHd
Virginians and Beal eds cavalrymen.only mention this p

2223 er mdninon Gener a\ar Ge w\Ad rkiHhwsramnrdy Tour Gui de of Five F
111.



his front in the morning. |l f true, splitting
heart of his positidéh makes | ittle strategic

ABobbyo Lee had sUuRomomegawaplerhyi sdiswinsdison f
Bel field the pr evhieoussp sdraayt.i nAg tvhiotuht itrhseurf,f i ci ¢
|l eaving him virtually blind to the enemyos d
know where they are. As discussed previously
at Hatcherodosm.RAocciosnaskowoawy support the pres
Vaughan Road. Testimony from Roomaydéadeldyg ot
Brig. Gen. Barringer and Brig. Gen. Dearing,
It appears that few, if-miahg,toifpthecm theiope
Perhaps aPMlegxprachh ed t o aclfmbRome@n & y r Ilceneschawirtt rho o p
than just Beal eds Brigade? Such aVafuogrhcaen mi g h

Road intersection, thereby protecting Leaos
Crawfordos Fwhliech!| wile vatsowmy t hat significan
The three hours following 1:30 p.m. would

separated by abouti mteni $pendedvowidteld o mpemaf ine
swamps. The foll owi ng c¢ h\aaputgehra rdeRsacardi ble sd it ehle
clock back to 1:30 p.mDaandydesbMhbhbptehel@ct.i

22046/ 1:381, 390



Chapter 9

Fi ghti nWauAghoaonng Ro ad
Februdry06n5: 00. p. m

Shortly after 1:15 p. m., Febr Daw{degg Uni o
received orders from Warren to drive al/l Reb
crosSimge idsawnr,odperedvintall Kb a bms tMherdo 6 8 d .

i nfant r,xy fdais vgigdliean r ¢ abrotulty 1: 00 p. mti)megloy ned
supportGreengagpdsedcaval ry texeepreaemdé@dnorprepar

The Feder al Cavalry Attack

Details of what followed are confusing 1in
consensus.Di sGpeggi bhese his cousinds (John G
assault. The Federals expected Ilittle diffic
smounted Confederate cavalry troopers. The
brdga, had arrived on the scene.

J. Gregg positioned his cavalrymen on the
pporting them on the right and Col . Knowl e
ughan Road towards t he Gr ahvoeulsleys casnods sriinfgl ea
ncealed in woods. The Yankees made sever al
eir positions proved too strong. The Rebel
ck in disarray. Several Uni onpamreimmd rs capt
compasBld:nig52®p .30.

Thet BR&nnsyl vania Cavalry, J. Greggés brig
Confederate infantry holding a group of buil
assist his brigade comrades, C®lennkgil wiami ar d
Cavalry to charge. This mounted assault | ed
Rebels. Amid the fighting, Caldwell took fiwv
infantry r d&®emersty.l viama al8€avalry commander, L
reported that one of hi sbddrsemoulRlkweidsyg rvdpiea s
trooper (Caldwell) rode through their | ines
Cal dwel | received a Mednad i odt Hdmamtr faomd Ipir ® mod
Reportedly, the captrWroaed hf |ICag oh aintak d sUfnR eolnet tuhr
regi ment was notCapprteasienn S\SatehyathhilBeenibatyd vahi a
Caval rlygeadlimegdsquadron in a second mounted ch
memdmhe 4th and 8t h , Pdmondiylwr d i aa.dCvaarnecdgrghd so nb rtihe

29046/ 1-5254279.

220R4 6/ 1-8 BB an@ne Good, RA&@rilonemit pAs HHiiesltdory of ,t he4d F.ir st



right flank as .t hEwrei nrcgh attigieessg aomxisia mve wind dd i g a

command passing to Col. Ker wi n.

Ami d t hguwarctleorsef i ghting, Sgt. Wi lliam H.
found himself in a tough spot. Having fired
surrender. Russell quickly relogaleldamti sy pi ec
Russell receiveé®® a 25 day furlough

Col. Hugh H. Janeway Lt. Col. Frederick L. Tremain
Library of Congress Findagrave.com

Maj or Benjamin WMa€sawhusehitsel €avalry, Da
recall ed hearing the order fAchartgkee oRamal J.
detertmo newleep them badlkregygreGemwhdtbheg Romot
anwas tdkenrttar. On the journey, he met Brig
to charge the enemy. Deewile b wadsgdteob |ti hgee db, r ebau:
and &drem.Rebelprpwawidt isa@mdonagf t er gfi eheebfughtana
flied di sarray.

Te engamgronead costly for the FRedaradlts eisn
Botbomi gade commandcesr sand J. &odmgklEygHrL ecei ved w
Janetwllgs &t Wwelr SCay ad o yma wdhe®r t ook olvreirg dders esldso
woun®Bedgade command then fColM.He mor ¥ hAt dinreyx t s €
10tdwdrka v aclornyma #'der .

26Han@ne Good, RdygmRem/tl: 371; Bdeeds& pleBypd e bilthe 33rd NC
bel onged to Wiheoxloasi i ofi s&vésncparpotbuarbeldy Raentiidelesamyg ®tr @t ¥y o¢

which Rebel flag Caldwell captured is explored at | er
My st dNoy tdh & SouUtShe pMaegrbzirne2023) SOL2iedl 2hovVaglh. r2mniat
flag have been tracked down, iQesnerreagli nCerndtearls oNwn.e rislhi p

2T0R4 6/ 1: 280; CAN oHinsitnosrhyi eolfd ,t h234a%R.ie waty Regiomemted from h
tperaomhApt hé, bAtmel eaoBSprings, just five days before L



